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OK 

TRIAL 

OF 

MR. JOHN SMITH, A MISSIONARY, AT DEMERARA. 

4 _ 

Held at the Colony Home in George Town, on Monday, the 13f A 
day of October 1823, by virtue of a Warrant, and in pur- 
suance of an Order of His Excellency Major General JoifN 
Murray, Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief in 
and over the United Colony of Demerara and Bssequiho; 
ftc. ftc. iic. 

' LIEUTENANT COLONEL STEPHEN ARTHUR GOODMAN, 
Ea^Pay 48^A Regiment, and Commandant of the George Town Brigade of MUUia. 

BSEMBERS9 

LTEUTENART COLONEL CHARLES WRAY, Militia Staff. 
CAPTAIN THOMAS WILLIAM STEWART, IstWeit In£aRegiment. 
CAFIMff mCHAKD DANIEL, Em/al North British Fusileert. 
CAPTAIN THOMAS FAIRWEATHER, D*«o. 
LIEUTENANT THOMAS COCHRANE HAMMILL, DUto. 
LIEUTENANT JOHN CROFTOR PEDDIE, DUto. 
SECOND LIEUTENANT CHARLES O'HARA BOOTH, Ditto, 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM KILLIKELLY, BdfFay tth West India Regiment, De- 
puty Assistant Ctuarter Master General. 
CAPTAIN COLIN. CAMPBELL, Royal North British Fusileers. 
CAPTAIN LEWIS CHARLES APPELIUS, Ditto. 
LIEUTENANT ROBERT GREGG, 4th or Khg'i own Raiment. 
LIEUTENANT WILLIAM HOWE HENNIS, Royal ArHUery. 
SECOND LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER GORDON, Royal Engineers. 
SECOND LIEUTENANT ROBERT ANSTRUTHER, Rm^ North Briiith 

Fusileers. 



Thb Warrants of His Excellency Major General John 
Murray, lieutenant governor and commander-in-chief in and 
oyer the iinited colony of Demerara and Essequibo, &c. &c., ap- 
pointing Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Arthur Goodman, half-pay 
48th regiment, and commandant of the George Town brigade of 
militia, pre^dent of, and His Honour Victor A^adius Heliger, to 
be judge advocate, and Richard Creser, esq. Robert Pbipps, esq. 
and J. jL Smith, jun. esq. to act as assistant judge advocates to a 

general court martial, ordered to assemble at the colony bouse in 
eorge Town, on Monday the 13th instant, at ten o'clock, for the 
trial of such prisoners as shall then and there b^ brought before it, 
.)iaving been read in presence of the prisoner. 
No. 1. B 
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The Prisoner) having been asked whether he had any cirase of I 
cfaalleuge or objectiou to any of the members? answered, '* No." I 

llie Court was then daly sworn* and proceeded to the trial of ^ 
John Smith, a missionary, on the following | 

CHARGES ' 

5 referred against him, by order of His Excellency Major Greneral 
oha Murray, lieutenant ^vemor and commander-in-chief in and 
over the united colony of Demerara and Essequibo, &c. &c. &c. 

First Charge.'-^FOB, that he, the said John Smith, long previous 
to and up to the time of a certain revolt and rebellion, which broke 
out in this colony, on or about the 18th of August now last past, did 
promote, as far as in him lay, discontent and dissatisfaction in the 
minds of the negro slaves towiGurds their lawftil nmsters, numagers, 
and overseers,^ be, the said John Smith, thereby intending to excite 
^ said negroes to break out in such open revolt and rebellion 
against the authority of their lawful masters, managers, and over- 
seers, contrary to his allegiance, and against the peace of our 
Sovereign Lord the King, iiis crown and dignitvT] 

Second Charge. — For that he, the said John Smith, having, about 
the 17th day of Ai^st last, and on divers other days and times 
theretofore preceding, advised, consulted, and corresponded with 
a certain negro named Quamina, touching and concerning a certain 
intended revolt and reJ>elIion of the negro slaves within these 
colonies of Demerara and Essequibo; and further, after such revolt 
and rebellion had actuallv commenced, and was in a course of pi^ 
secution, he, the said John Smith, did further aid and assist in such 
i:db^pn, by advising,, oonsfilting, and corresponding, touching the 
same, with the said negro Quamina; to wit, on the 19th and 20th 
August last past, he, the said John Smith, then well knowing such 
revolt and rebellion to be in progress, and the said negro Quamina 
to be an insurgent engaged therein. 

Third Charge* — For that he, the said John Smith, on the 17th 
>Auffurt last pi»t, and for a certain period of time thereto preceding, 
havmg come to the knowledge of a certain revolt and rebellion, 
intended to take place within this colony, did not make known the 
same to the proper authorities, which revolt and rebellion did sub- 
sequently take place; to wit, on or about the 18th of August now 
last past. 

Fourth Charge. — For that he, the said ifohn Smith, after such 
revolt and rebellion had taken place, and during the existence 
thereof, to wit, on or about Tuesday and Wednesday the 19di and 
20th of August now last past, was at Plantation Le Resouvenir in 

Sl^ste^e of and held communication with Quamina, a negro of 
ladti&tion Success, he, tiie said John Smith, then well knowing 
tiie said Quamina to be an insurgent engaged therein, and tiiat he, 
the said John Smith, did not use his utmost endeavours to suppress 
the same^ by securing or detailing the said insurgent Quamina, as 
a prisoner, or by giving information to the proper andiorities, or 
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<itherwi8e, but, ofl tlie contrary, permitted the said insurgent 
Qaamina to go at Itoge and depart, wiliiout attempting to seize and 
detain him, and without giving any information rejecting him to 
the proper authorities, against the peace of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, his crown and dignity, and against the laws in force in 
this colony, and in defiance of the proclamation of martial law, 
issued by His Excellency the lieutenant governor. 

To these charges the prisoner pleaded. Not Guilty. 

The prisoner having requested the Indulgence of the Court, in 
order to procure Ihe assistance of coumsd, the Court adjourned 
uptil to-morrow morning at ten o^ck>ck» 



SECOND DAY, 14th Octobeb, 182S. 

,The Court having met, pursuant to adjournment^ the Judge 
Advocate addressed the Court as follows : 
" May it please the Court; 

*' Previous to my proceeding to the proof of the charges which 
have been preferred by me against the prisoner, I feel it necessary 
to make a brief statement of the case, in order to facilitate the 
proving of the charges so preferred. I shall first adduce in evi- 
dence, that the prisoner, even from ihe beginning, of his arrival in 
this colony, has begun to interfere with the compJbEunts of the dif* 
ferent negroes upon the estates in the district where he has been 
admitted AS a regular missionary. I shall further adduce evidence, 
that this interference has not only related to the negro population 
and their management, but also with regard to the acts and deeds 
of the constituted authorities of this our country; that this kind of 
interference has created discontent and dissatisfaction amongst 
that part, viz. the negro population of this colony; that even bis 
opinion of the oppression under which they labour brought him to 
that point, that he considered it necessary to expound to them such 
parts of the Gospel entirely relative to the oppressed state in which 
he considered them to be. It shall further appear to you in evi- 
denee, that this has led at last to the tearing assunder the tie which 
formerly united master and slave; and that open revolt was the 
consequence of this state of discontent in which they had been 
taught. It will also appear, that before the revolt broke out, the 
prisoner was aware, not only of the intended rebellion to take place, 
not only several days before, but al|so on the day immediately pre* 
ceding the breaking out of the revolt. It shall be proved that it 
was not pnly a bar^ knowledge of the in tended jrevolt,.. but i^.even 
did consult and advise as to the difficulties: they would nave to 
encounter from His Majesty's tvoops, and from the white inhabi- 
tants of the colony. It shall be proved that, Mritb this knowledge 
upon his mind, he never attempted to give any information hereof 
to the constituted authorities; that even on the day of the revolt, 
which took place i^fthe evening, the prisoner was in towuj but that 
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he left town without having madethat dbclosnre, which, as a faith-* \ 
ffd and loyal subject, he was bound to do: not only this, but it shall . 
aUo be proved, ^atdhurinig^ the pfosecc^n of Imi^olt, not on\f* 
no attempt was made of any di»>losure on his^ side; bat even that 
immediately after the begiotiing df the revolt, on Ae first an4 ) 
second day^ the prisoner did corr^pond with oqe of the insurgents 
at a time when he" well knew that that insiirgent was^ open rebel- 
lion; not only that he did correspond with bim, but he even did not 
attempt to ^eciirp thatinsvi^gent, or to give such notice tp the con- 
atitnted authprlti^ ^by wbich that insurgent coulii.^s^ve been |aid 
hold of; ^afihough, perhaps,, ,t}^e ,pfii$oji^i; 4 the ni4^m|B^^^ 
bi^ve fouQcl sofue difficulty i» convey iaic this intfiiligen«^ to the 
proper authority, that obstr4ii9tix)n or difBeulty wai ^tirely taken 
avay on the foUowiog dayt when a detaobmetit of »il^:amved at 
the dwelling of tEe prisoner, and by which he was enabled fb jrive 
M&h informatton as a loyd subject be was obliged td de. This, 
^endemen, is a brief statement of i the case, and according to the 
course whiich, in calling of the evidence, I intend td pursu^,'^ 

Jpte then pfocfeeded to call 3EVIDENCE in support of the 
Charges/ 

JOBVfSfTWfTAUTiaidng been duly 8wm^, deposed as follow 
> ilfyi^me is' John Stewart^ I am managtir of plaatatioa Saccess; I 
hopw.tbe'piasooer; I believe I know his hand-writiiig; the beak pro- 
daosd is I.beKeye in his baod^writiog ;> I have seen his iMtnd-wrttii^ at 
different times; be has wrote me at different periods. [The bode 
produced was l«id oa the tal^e of the court.] 

CQuesiiom by the prmuerJ^-Did you ever see me write? — ^I can*t 
that I have* 

be prosecutor tfieB drew the attention of the court to the following 
passage of the book produced to the court ; viz* 
lut JPassage is iqseribed as follows : 

"A JOURNAL 
Contafoing various occurrences at Le Resouventr, Oemerary, comm.enced 
in March 1817; by John Smith, Missionary. 

. Ofipage 8» under the date of Sunday, 30th Maroh 1817, raas as 
follows : 

** Sunday, March 30th. — Preached at seven in the morning, from the 
99d Psalm, first and second vefses. Mr. Wray preached at eleven, 
firom John v. 39 ; after which we called those who had been formerly 
meinbers together : this was considered the most proper time for settling 
all. old quarrels. Several husbands and wives had separated, some were 
jedous» some complained of beiag abused for reproving disorderly bre- 
thren; Jingo, in particular, had a sad tale to tell ; he had taken a wife on 
another estate, and the manager had forbidden his going to see her. 
The tale was too long, therefore it was put off. la the evening, Betty, 
Jiagp's wife^ came to our house and brought her fausbaod with her. The 
examination took place before myself, Mrs. S. and Mr. Wray. Jingo's 
wife alleged that her husband wanted* another wife. Jingo said, he 
found his wife with another man. She aaM, Jingo went with wpother 
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sayth 
The 



^mm^n. It apptamd ilieT w«« bolb in ftuU, and after an b(Mnr*« I ^. 

tkey were renaqYed by Mr. W* ; they promised to live together again ; 
I hope they Jfaay.... Bietty can go to Jingo, though he cannot go to her. 
A missionary, niq^ in m^^v instances act the part of a civil magistrate.*' 

Under the ^me pt Sun^^yt, ?|tl^ Jiijy 1817, on page 13^ stands thp, 
following passage ; , ,. 

" Wlule at oinner, at half -past three o'clock, Lucinda came with a^ 
very sorrowful countenance ;^* and after hJBkVibg related the mischief done 
by a rat to her Bible, the Journal proceeds in the following manner : 
" Lncin^ is a inemberof the^church; and much affected with tiie gospel; 
die is an ^d wotnaii; and though her manager tells her no^lo come to 
choreh, she tells him, she wHl-oome, even if he cut^ her throat kit^** ^ 

The pext passage is of Friday, Angnst the dth, 1^17^ and mv^ aa^ 
foUowat . 

** A gr»$i nprnber of people at diapel. From Genesis xy« 1. Having 
Pfdue^ oyer the lat^r part pf chapter 13,, as containing a promise of de*^ 
/tWaneeYr(^»£thes|^. two. \mrds, partly ert^ed, but perfectly legible] the 
la^d Qf ^^°'^^",v I wai^ apareb^Qsive tbej^egroc^ might, pqt spcb aepn-* 
structi^n lipoD il as I would liot wish; for i'tell them that some of jth^ 
promises, &c. which are made to Abraham and others, will apply to the 
christian state. It is easier to make a wrong impr^ssio^ i)poQ their 
' minds than a right one." ' 

** Angnst the aoth, 1817> page 10.-^11te negroes of Soocesb have 
cowlMcd t^ malatety of excessive labour and very severe treatdfent.^ 
Itosd one of their overseers thai I thought they would work dieir peoDl# 
todeatb.'* 

'< September 13, 1817, page 17. — ^Thts evening a negro belongine Ui 
came to me, saying, the manager was so cruet tonim 
that he could not bear it* According to the man's account, some time 
hsek, (two or three years) he with a few others made complaints of the 
same thing to the fiscal, en which account the manager has taken a' 
great dislike to him, and scarcely ever meets Mm without Cursing him as 
he passes by : the punishment which he inflicts upon him, dreadfully 
severe ; for every litt}e thing he flogs bim. I believe Ned to be a Q|aie( 
harmless man ; 1 think he does his work very well. A manaeer tblome 
himself that he had punished many negroes, merely to spite Mr* Wray. 
1 befic(ve the laws of justice, which relate to negroes,' are only 'kno^i| 
by name ; for while I am writing this, the driver is flogging the people," 
and aether manager nor overseer near.*^ 

** Monday morning, June 30th, 1818. — Raving gone through a re^ 
sndar course of preaching npon the Epistle to tm Ephesiatis, the 1st' 
Epistle of Peter occurred to my mina as being very suitable in Aeir 
present cnrcnnMtances. The Apostle seems to have written for the' 
oomfoHs of Christians, who were scattered and persecuted, which "ii 
Ae case with oiir people. After seekine divine direction in dils matter, 
I felt a determination to pursue my plan ; I therefore preached from 
Peter 1st, chaoter 1. ver. 1. I suppose we had about IM hearers. 
Alter smrvice I bad some conversation WilSt some of onr p^ple tpon the 
sttl^t of dncourser' * 

'' Friday, 10th July, imei^Tkis «venfftg^^Bniannd and dititel» ftdtti 
Chilean Margo^ came to miAie a^coBl|^nt li^sttJofff , of SnccM^i 
they sfated that he had used some very abusive langua^ to SmmanneU 
I declined hearing the tale out uQtil I can see CoSj. 
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** Sunday, 19th July, 1818. — Many flying showers tfiis morning; rain 
fell pretQr heavy. I Jelt my spirit mov6 within me at the prayer meeting, 
by hearing one of the nesroes pray most afl^sctionatcly that God would 
overrule £e opposition which the planters make to religion for his own 
glory ; in such an unaffected strain he breathed out his pious complaint, 
and descended to so many particulars relative to the various arts which 
are employed to keep them from the house of God, and to punish them 
for their firmness in religion, that I could not help thinking that, the time 
is not far distant^ whien the Lord will make it manifest by some signal 
judgment that he hath heard the cry of the oppressed. Exodus iii. 
7^nd8. 

•* March 22d, 1819. — While writing tKis, my very heart flutters at 
hearing the almost incessant cracking of the whip. Having just finished 
reading Mr. Walker's Letters on the West Indies, I have Uiought much 
of the treatment of the negroes, and likewise the state of their minds. It 
appears to me very probable, that ere long they will resent the injuries 
done to them. I should thing it my duty to state my opinion respecting 
this, to some of the rulers of the colony, but am fearful, from the conduct 
of Uie fiscal in this late affair, of the negroes being Worked on Sunday, 
that they would be more solicitous to silence me, by requiring me to 
criminate some individual, than to redress the wrongs done to the slaves, 
by diligently watching the conduct of the planters themselves, and bring- 
ing them to justice, (without the intervention of missionaries) when they 
detect such abuses of the law as so frequently take place." 

" 17th November 1821. — Yesterday evening we had not niore than 
fifty at the chapel ; indeed, I cannot expect many more till the coflfee 
and cotton are gadiered in ; the people nave scarcely any time to eat 
tJjeir food ; they have none to cook it — eating, for the most part,, raw 
yellow plain talus : this would be bearable for a time, but to work at that 
rate, and to be perpetually flogged, astonishes me that they submit 
to it-'' 

" October 2 Ist, 1822. — Just returned from another fruitless journey ; 
have been for the answer to my petition, but was again told, by the 
governor's secretary, that his excellency had not given any order Upon it, 
but that I might expect it to-morrow. I imagine the governor knows 
not bow to refuse with any colour of reason, but is determined to give 
me as ntuch trouble as possible, in the hope that I shall weary of apply- 
ing, and ao let it drop ; but his puny opposition shall not succeed in that 
tpay^ nor in any other ultimately, if I can help it. Oh that this colony 
should be governed by a man who sets his face against the moral and 
religious improvement of the negro slave ! but he himself is a party 
concerned, and no doubt solicitous to perpetuate the present cruel 
system, and to that end probably adopts Uie common though not 
false notion, that the slaves must be kept in brutal ignorance. Were 
the slaves generally enlightened, they must and would be better treated.'* 

" November 10th, 1822, — Jackv of Dochfour, and Peter of the 
Hope, came into the house evidently much depressed in mind, to relate 
, what they conceived an unexampled case of persecution : It was, in 
brief, that their respective managers, under a show of friendly fami- 
liarity, accosted the Christian negroes with taunting jokes on the subject 
of reugion, in presence of the heathen negroes, representing that their 
profession was only hypocrisy, and that a trifling consideration would 
prevail with them to abandon it, for which reason they ought to* be 
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treated with scoiii and contempt. These diabolisms some of tfie reti- 
gioiis negroes had been provoked to retort upon their tempters, in a 
manner said to be disrespectful ; and for this insolence they have been 
repeatedly flogged and confined in the stocks ! ! The complainants 
wanted to know what they were to do in such a case, I advised theia 
accordingly.^ 

. " Monday, 25 November 1822.— Having been once more, the eighth 
time, for the answer to my petition in vain, 1 think I may fairly con- 
clude the governor does not intend to dve an answer; it would perhaps 
be best to wait a few weeks, and should no answer^tlien be given, (and 
the secretary's assistant promised to let me know in case any order were 
made upon it,} to write him on the subject.. Here, as in maqy othef 
cases, X feel the want of a Christian friend and counsellor. We have 
missipnaries from the same society, but fortunately for the colony, 
though unfortunately for Uie cause of religion ana just rights^ the 
governor and the court have bought them, the one for 100 joes, the 
other for 1,^200 guilders per annum." 

« May 23, 1823. — ^Pinding H necessary for my health to take more 
exercise than I have been accustomed to do, 1 have not had tinie to 
continue my journal as I could have wished; besides, the uncom- 
fortable state of my health has disinclined me for writing; but as i| 
appears to me that serious evils are likely to result from the measures 
which the governor is adoptiqg respecting the staves attending chapel^ 
I think it will not be amiss to note down such circumstances: ailt may 
come to my knowledge. While at breakfast this morning, I received & 
cominunicadon from the burgher captain, inclosing a printed circulat 
from the governor, containing on one side an extract from a letter of 
Xord Liverpool, as secretary of state for the colonies, to Governor 
Bentick, dated 15th October 1811, and on the other side a comment 
written by the colonial secretary, in the name of Governor Murray^ 
explaining it to their own taste. The sul^tance of this comment is to 
persuade the planters not to allow the riaves to attend the dispel oil 
Sundays without a pass, and in an indirect manner not to allow theih to 
come at all in the evening, and even on a Sunday to send an ovenleer 
with the slaves, as judges of the doctrine we preach. The circular 
appears to me designed to throw an |mpednnent in the way of the slaves 
receiving instruction, tender colour of ^ desire to Aeei the wishes, or 
rather, complving with the commands of his jVtajesty^s governments 
(See the circular among; other government papers.)*' 
V June 9th, 1823. — Several whites were present professedly as spies." 
** 22d June, 1823.— >Isaac, of Triuitiph, came in to aift vrhether the 
governor's new law, as he called it, forbad the slaves meeting together 
on the estate to which they belong, of an eveniri^, for the purpose of 
learning the catechism. Their manager, he said, had threatened^ to 
punish them if they held any meeting. I informed hi|u> that the law 

Sive the manftger no such power, and that it had nothing to dp^ widji 
at sul^eQt ; still t advised them to give it up^ rather than give ofeiMSe 
and he punished, and to take care to ask for their passes ekrly on 
Sunday mornings, and come to &^ chapel to be catechised." 

" July 7th, 1823.— Mr. Elliot has just left oiir housfe; he caifl^ wp 
merely to see iis, which 1 regard as a kindness. I vv^as ^lad to hear 
that he has at length commenced evening preaching once a weeH oii tfie 
coast, on ^ Thursday evening; it appears thie same impediments are 
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ttit>wn in the way of ihsfruethig tfie negroM on tfie vi^t^tMt^ i^ on Ae 
e&st; and it will be so as long ^s the present system prevails, or raihef 
exists. , . . - t 

'^ July 15^ 1823. — Mrs. de Floriniont ahd her two daughters called 
to take leave of us; they are going to Itplland, Mrs. ^e, F. says, 
abe is uncertain as to her return to the eolony. Hamilton, the manager, 
eame in with them. His conversation^ iramedtfttely turned u)kmi thenew 
regulations which are expected ^ be hi force ; he declared, that if he 
was prevented flogging the women, he would keep them in solitary con- 
finement without food, if they were not punctual with their work ; he, 
however, comforted hknself in ^he ,1>eli€»f, tha^ <he project of Mr, 
Canning will never be carried into effect ; and in this I certainly agree 
with bioi. The rigonrs of negro ilavery, I belieVe, can never be miti- 
gated ; the system must be abolished.^' 

" August IBthi 1828. — Early this morning 1 went tjo town, Jto consult 
iDr. Robson on the state of my hei^Uh.*' 

EDUVT^I) B0VDybeb^M2fm)rn^ deposed as fpUom^^ ., , 

I reside in New AmstecdaiD in Berbice; I am a Tsarpenter hy trade ; I have np 
settled domicile any where; I hare worked on pUintation Profit, the last estate .on 
the west coast of Beil^ce, caning to Demevara. Abotit this month last yeaar I was 
im the estaMe JPfeofit ; I am confident I can say it was about diis month lasr year. I 
]uivein^l»i^e:pr»oner at plantation Profit about this month last 3r«ar; a convef^ 
^Oiotttodt pkkce at ^^ time with the prisons, >fr. Hvtchesoik, Mr. M'Watt, and 
jDoysdl ; Utte general oonverstrtion waft about slavery ; Mr. Simik sakl, that negiow 
ocHiid^ do as well in the West Indie» without white peopk as witAi tiMnnr;'he made 
some allusion to St. Domingo, what it was I forget ; but I lem^mber the answer I 
made him, which was, did he want such another scene here a^ had taken place in 
St. Domingo! I do not recollect his answer; I know' Mr. Smith appeared con- 
founded at the observation made by me. 

* Q. Did the prisoner, in the coarse of the conversation you have moitioned, say 
any thing about missionaries ?-^I do not recollect. 

{QuetHm^/rom tke pntotier.)^I>o yon not recelleot Mr. Hntcbsson saying, ^t 
thne9 were so bad, that they, the whites, would have te sell off and go horne^ but 
what would become of the poor negroes ; and was it not ^us r^emariL' Siat gsve fise 
.l&my ^^uerration, that th^ would do ^s wdl wijthout the ^ites?*^! do not i«- 
«ollect<hat. 

, . ' . WILUAM MWATT, beifig duly swom, deposed as follows ; 

I fi^side ^-plantation Helena; I am overseer on that estate : I have not idways 
Hvsd onl^ mlena; I lived aa the plantation Golden Fleece in Beibice. I am 
aeqtiainted with Mr. Hutcheson, of plantation Prc^ in Berbice: I have seen the 
prisoner before tmpkditaticm Profit, in Berbiee, i do not exact! v remember the 
iSsne, it may perhaps be twelve m fourteen mondis, in companv with Mr, Hitdiesoo 
and Mr. Bond ; the eonvenation was abotit the treatment of slaves ; the prisoner 
"said a great deal about the crud manner in which they were treated, and <he thouj^t 
that thus country wovdd be as well without whites at all. . I replied, to him at that 
€)3le, that I thought tibe slaves were much happier than some of die working people 
Mhome. I also mentioned, that they were well attended to in sickness, a pnvilege 
^^t a^nmbet of working peof^e did not enjoy at home; the prisoner then men- 
tioned, that ^ley would not better their situation, until something took place, such 
as had done in St. Domingo : Mr. Bond ^n replied, woidd you wiidi^ to see such 
scenes as had taken place there? The prisoner saul, he thoi%ht that would be 
prevented by the mis^cmaiies ; thai is the principal thing I recoUect. 

(QiKestkmt by the prisoner.) — Do you remember who commenced the coaversalion 
.|intt4edtot~Nb. ■■ 

Did I commenee it?—- 1 could not exactly say who commenced the conversation* 
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Do voa iM^ fcioieqibtt tbi|t ^. UxiUiwmo^mim ttial he les^ted hi«.iiiabilte. 
firom the badness. of tbi? time^^ tp subacrilie to Mr. Wray's ne^ cfaapel in Berbice? 
— ^No. . . . • 

. Do you not recollect Mr. Hutcheson saying, that times were so bad, that ihe 
Whites bad bettitf^dell of ahd gj> home ?-i^No. 

Tou say* I stated, that sndi a Scene as tbe one in St. Domingo would be pre- 
teiij^'l^ Hife^mklsiotatfieb) did! wMr ^kftld ikmt ti&e say, that the effects of the 
Gotpel'Wailil pffiv«iit such scenes^^ wosds to that effsetf ?— i 4* not recollect diat. 
t: 1 (The CbiMt Aiena^tiowmed until to-morrow. 



THIRD DAY, October 15th. 

WILUAM YOUNG PliAVTEB, was 4uly si?pto lo inlerpn^ faitbliiUy 

and truly. 

AZO^ a m^ belonging to Vak Coot6n^ says he tmderstartdt the nature of an oath, 
4md being then duly fwom, deposed ai follows f 

I am a member of Bethel chapel on plantation Jj^ Resouvenir; the members sit 
romid the table and take the sacrament ; deacons are the head of all ; Mr. Wiay 
'ffa% iUmeo die first he de^toon £ deacon is lo haad die cup round at the sniinw>.iit ; 
if any man comes to be baptixed, the deacons receive him in: tiie deacons tteet oa 
the first Sutiday of Uie moimv fiifter service in the monMog^^atten Q*olodiytnd again, 
•after service^ at two o'clock: te o^Mating miniaief is pr^^iwiftiitbem ; whoa 
tbe.dmrch break^off we come t iy i ht r^and take tbesaOMuneitt; we singpeafaoi^ 
.and then "We breakofi^ each of us throwing up two bks;: theie arefonr deaooae 
belonging to Le BesouFenir diapel; Quamiim is the head^BElstol the secondy 
)SeatOQ and Jason^ Quaauna belongs to Success, Bristol bekn^g^s to Ch|iteau Blacgo^ 
.^eatcm.to Suceess^^ and Jason belongs to B^^ter Hope, but he liVes at our place» he 
. k free now. Jsxky of Success, son of Quamina, is neither a deaoon or m^abeiv be 
is only a <4uisttan teaching the Creolee; there are plenty who teach the CiedeS'; 
Mr. Smith, the minister, makes them teadisrs; he conununieateb with tbem pe»- 
,eonally; when they teach, he comes and listens to them, to know if they teadi 
well or not; the teachers do not meet like the deacons. Di?ine service is pe^• 
focmed in theefanrchin the morning, again i^ ten o'oloek,and they break offal two 
o'clodc ; !the first service is about seven o'clock, and bseaksdff at nine o'clock $ we 
Jtteet 9§am at tssi^UM^, and Jtureak off at twelve o'clock; the tot sendee is called 
mofipng prayer: they sing liQrmns and vead,^ and the two-deaoont pmy; fiisC, 
Quamina prays, next Bristol; sometimes, next Sunday, Jason, and aomttifaes 
Seaton : this praying is aloud ; every body is admitted at these morning prayer 
meetings ; white people may come at die morning prayer if th^ please ; me doors 
are open v^Ui the deacons are praying. I JcntKW the prisoners hn name is Smith ; 
he is a parson; he is the parson of Bediel chapel: the priioner reads and explains 
)Ous, «t all times^ passages in the bible; at noon time be explains the^ text /in the 
jnoming he exj^as the word about David s^id Moses; I cecoUecl^ what he ex- 
l^ained about David, that Saul drove David into the wood ; we understand that 
David went into the wood, because if he went in a friend's 4iouse, he wopild get 
trouble : David himself was to get trouble. I heard the prisoner state something 
aboat working on Sunday; I heafd hkn say that God keeps the Sabbath-day holy, 
and that this country was a very wicked oonntry ; in England th^ were all free, 
and they all kept the Sabbath holy; that it was very hard to^woik on the Sabbath- 
day, but in case of fire and water, or a koker Imping; if half a row was left in 
the field, it was not fit to be woriced on a Sabbath day. I was going to have said, 
when Moses took the children of Israel, and carried them through the Red Sea, then 
PhanuA gathered the soldiers, and went after them to bring them back ; and the 
Lord made darkness smd thmader between tktfi king of Israel and Moses : wtoi 
Moses had gotten over with the.childien of IsraeU Phaiac^ was drowned in the 
sea, and Moses built a temple, and prayed to God.—- Only that I heard horn the 
.prisoner^ - , - ^ • ; . *• ' ^- . 1 
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, (^tiesfti^^ ^Ae irisoner).-:^an you read ?---*V#fyliUle. . 

Are you sure Seaton is a deacoa? — ^Yes. 
. rJHd'Do one else pray, besides the deacons^ at t)&eim»iuiig8«rvto . 

Did you yourseli ever see Mr. Smith with the teachers of the eatecfalnsiy whilit 
they were teaching? — ^Yes. 

Where did the teachers of the catechism teach it, when Mr. Smith was pt^esent ? 
— ^In the church. 

Were the doors of the chapel open on such occasions? — ^Yes. 

Could any white people go there at that time or occasion, if they liked? — ^Yes. 

What do you mean by the deacons meeting on the first Sunday ch the month, after 
service in the morning at ten o'clock, and after service at two o clock 1 — To meet to 
prayer, and teach one another. On the first of the month lall the members meet 
together. 

Were there any meetings, bendes those for the purposes of prayer or divine 
service? — ^No. 

Were these meetings private or public ? — Public. \ 

Where was the prisoner when he explained the words about David and Hoses ? 
— ^In the chapel ; m the middle of it, in the little pidpit. 

Whare was the prisoner when he explained the text ? — ^In the top pulpit. 

When the prisoner talked or explained to you about the children of Israel, did he 
say that the situation of the negroes was like that of the children of Israel^ or words 
tothatefiect?— No. 

Did not the prisoner always advise the negroes, from the pulpit and otherwise, 
to do atmr wotk, and obey their masters, and all in authority over them' ? — ^Yes. 
, When the prisoner told you about finishing half a row of a Sunday, did he tell 
you it was not right to work on a Sunday, and that vras the reason it was not to be 
inished? — ^He dki not say, don't finish it : but he said it was not right to work on 
a Sunday. He did not teU this to me only. 

What else did he teU you about finishing the half row?'^He called up all the 
members, and asked them where they had been ; those members who were not in 
.their place ; and when they came next Sunday, he asked them where they had 
been ; some said, ** I have been working half row," the other said, " Manager 
gave me work." I heard him say, ^' You are fools for working on Sunday, for 
fiie sake of a few lashes." 

IXd he tell the negroes any thing else about finishing the half rows, besides 
what you have stated?-^No. 

What other negroes were present when this conversation about th^ half row 
took i^aee ?— ^All the different estates' negroes had met up together. 

Will you state the names of some of them that were in hearing?-^! can give tiie 
names of the estates, but not of the parties. Some members from Eendragt, and 
some from Postlethwaites. 

Do you not know the name of one?-— One is a driver, but I don't know his 
mme: he is firmn Postlethwaites. 

Was any thing said about finishing the half row on the woiking days ? — No. 

Was the driver from Postlethwaites in hearing at this conversation about the 
half row?— Yes. 

{QuesHom from the Court.) — Have you heard the prisoner more than once speak 
about Pharaon and Moses?— Yes, more than one time. 

How often? — ^I don't attend church often, because I have the rheumatism: 
more than four or five tunes I have heard him. 

Did the deacons ever meet separately from the rest?— -That I can't tell. 

ROMEO, a negro of plantation Le ^souvemr, soya he understands the nature of an 
oathf and then being duly swom^ dq)osed as follows : 
I am a member of Bethel Chapel, on Le Resouvenir: Mr. Smith is the parson of 
that chapel: the prisoner is the Mr. Smith I mean. I am a deacon of that chapel. 
The duty of a deacon is to teach tfie catechism, or so: the deacons do not 
meet by' themselves, but in the chapel, along with the members and Others; 
I dare say there are plenty of deacons, but I have not counted them: the 
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bead deacon is Quamina of Success, Bristol of Chateau Margo, Old Jason of Mr. 
Van Cooten, Jackey from Mr. Reid, Telemaehns of Hopkin^n or Bachelors Ad. 
ventare, BiU, now in town^ formerly belonging to Mr. Rogers : at this moment 
I forget them, but there are more: they are deacons, and to look over the church. 
Jack, Quamina's son is not a deacon ; sometimes he helps to teach the catechism, 
but he is a wild fellow, and I don't see him sometimes^ for two months in the 
church ; Jack is not a regular teacher. Mr. Wray made me a deacon, all the 
others Mr. Smith made : he makes the teachers also. Divine sendee is performed 
at the chapel twice on a Sunday, at seven and eleven o'clock : the service at seven 
o*dock is, he reads in the Old Testament, and theu he prays, then he begins to 
teach : he begins from Genesis, till he goes through : he xxeed to read the 2d 
Kings. The last time I heard him was 2d Kings, but J cannot reeoUect the chap- 
ter. Every body is admitted at morning prayers. The prisoner does -not pray 
alone at the morning service, he takes two of the negroes, members, and makes 
them pray first, and then he prays afterwards : the prayers are aloud, the doors are 
open during the prayers. I recollect the retrolt, it was one Monday night : I was 
at'dmrch tiiie Sunday before the Monday: the text the prisoner preached irom ^t 
day was the 19th chapter of St. Luke, beginning at the 41st and 42d verses : the 
41st says, *' When Jesus came near the city he wept over it." I forget the dis- 
course: I saw Mr. Smith, in his own house, after church, on that Sunday: I can- 
not recollect I saw him on Monday. I saw him on Tuesday. In the evening I 
went to visit him, seeing the negroes made such a great noise, as my heart was 
uneasy : I bid the prisoner good night, and he answered me good night: he then 
asked me if I had seen Quamina or Bristol? I replied no : be made answer, that 
they were afraid to come to me now : he said further, I wish I could see any one 
of them. This was the last conversation that day. I heard the prisoner speak 
about working on Sundays. He said if the water-dams break, to be sure you 
must attend to your master's duty; or fire; if they force you to do it, you nmst 
doit, and your master will answer for it: you must not grieve, orbeangnr, if 
your master forces you, but you must do it. He said, if any Christian s^eml 
murder, or allowed thievery, that was bad also, they must not do it: he said the 
words of the bible were dl true, and that he preached very true too. 

(Quegfiora by the PrMon«r.)--'Where was the prisoner when he spoke about 
working on a Sunday? — ^In the church. 

What kind of work did the prisoner say you were to do on a Sunday, if your 
master forced you^ — Any work: but if he does not give you woric, you mtfet 
attend to church regularly. 

{Questiom hy the Court.) — ^Do the deacons ever stay with MK Smith after the 
rest of the people are gone ? — Yes : when they have oolleeted the money, and the 
people are gone away, they reckon the money to the prisoner for the missi<mary 
society. 

Are the doors of the diapel ever dosed when any serrice is performing, or the 
deacons assembled therein? — During the ordinance of the Lord's Supper they 
shut the doors, but not at any other time. 

Can you read? — Yes, I can read. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Smith reproach the members for being absent from cha- 
pel on a SUi^ay, and if so, what did he say?— ^Yes : he said some go wa&ing for 
pleasure and spend their time idly; some go to market, and some to the back dai% 
and leave the church, and that was not Christian4ike, because God made the 
heavens and the earth in six days, but the seventh day to be kept holy. 

Did Mr. SmHh say any thing else relative to working on Sundays?— No, I did 
not hear any thing else. 

Are every one of die doors of the chapel shut during the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper?— Yes. 

[The Court then adjourned until to-morrow. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 



FOURTH DAY, 1 6th October- 

The Cdurt having met pursuant to adjournment, 
ROMEO being again caUedy by dente oftfie Court, thefoUowinf^ quuHoru were put. 

You have stated that you were present when Mr. Smith re]^ached some of the . 
memhers for absenting themselves from chapel on a Sunday. Did you npoo that' 
occasion hear Mr. Smith &9y that they were iboU for working on a Smidajr for tbe 
sake of a few lashes? — ^No, I did not hear that; but I h^a him say Ikat. if their 
masters gave them work they must do it patiently, and if they puiush you for a 
wrong cause you must not grieve for it. 

Ifove the deacons any separate meetings for the purpose of teaching the negroes, 
in the chapel, their houses, or elsewhere? — On my master*s estate, we meet some- 
times ; but since I have been lame I have not been accustomed to do to ; but I send 
them all to Mr. Smith, as I had uothiug n^re to do with it. I do not know what ' 
other estates do. 

Were those meetings sanctioned by Mt« Smith) iand did he ever attend any of . 
them ? — He knew of those meetings, and i^aid they were good; X never mm ham «l 
any ot' tht:m. • . . . . - ^ 

Was jou ever directed by Mr, Smith to explain his sermons to the pe(^le1— Yes, 
I wai)^ to thcwse who did not understand ihem. 

Waa this often or alwHjs the case? — ^Ofien; ^nd always when the parvMi 
preached. 

Did you explain the text and aermon preached ou the Sunday before ikaa ievolt 
began? — Oh yes, Sir, 

State to the Court the explauation jou gave ou that text aiad sermon^ — Ob that 
Sunday before ttie revolt broke out I did not explain the text. The negroes said 
tiiat Mr. Smith was making them fools i ihey laid tlii^ in my presence, and there 
was agre^it number of people; bul they said he would not deny his own colour ^ 
for the sake of bhck people. These words grieved me, and I went away straigbt 
along, because I was hurt to see them behave so ungratefully;. I did explan ^ 
the text of the Sunday before from the third chapter of Reveliitions and third verse :; 
for the explauation, I cannot very well recollect the exact words,, but: some of the 
people on the Mahaica side were going to Esaequibo, What you do- knew hold 
fast. God is not so slack in Kis promises aa Bome men are. Iknotr thalyou hate" 
some children to be instmcied> ihsit wherever they go they mayaot kngei 6od, 
because when they go to some strange places they wiU thr<iw away their Chm* 
Uanity. My explanation was, that if you deceive God, God will set a curae npen 
you and your children, I .spoke no more. 

Did the prtsoner ever point out to jou pankular chapters, in tibe Bible for you 
to teach? — mo ; only the catechismi * $i *t r^ * ^ * 

JOE, a negro ofplankOkm Suecen, says he iinderstands the nature of an oath ; and being 
then duly siDomy deposed as foUawi : 

My name is Joe^ I belong to Success estate ; I attend Bethel chapel on plon^ 
tation Le Kesouvenir; Mr. Smith preaches there; the prisoner is die person. A 
disturbance took place amongst the negroes some time buck on the ooaat on which 
I reside; I know Quamina of Success, be was my brother. Qimminawas engaged 
in that disturbance ; the people rose up and were putting the managers in the 
^ stocks; this took place between five and six o'clock in the afternoon, on a Mondi^ 
by my reckoning. This week is nine weeks since, I was at church i^ Le R^ 
souvenir the Sunday before tha.t Monday ; I do not recollect what the text was, 
but there are some words in the chapter I know. The parson said, the Lord Jesus 
Christ sent a disciple into a certain Tillage^ and you will see a colt tied there, bring 
it unto me, and if the master of the colt lihould ask you what you are going lo do 
with it, you m^ist say, the Lord bath need of it ; and they brought it to the Lord, 
and laid some raument on it ; and He rode it to Jerusalem, and He rode it to the 
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top of a mountain wh^re He could see Jerusalem all over; jsnd he wept oyer Je- 
rusalem, and said, if they had known their peace, that is to say, if the peo]^ knew 
what belonged to them, they would believe in Him ; now their trouble would come 
upon them. So far I can make out. I cannot remember any thing more. 

{Question by the prisoner. yr^W%T9 the words you mention spoken by the prisoner, 
or read from a book or Bible ? — He read them from the Bible. 

{Questionsfrom the Court.) — Where is Quamina now ? — He is shot I hear he is 
gibbeted, but I have not seen him. 

Do you reside at or near the chapel, or do you only attend it on Sundays for 
divine service? — 1 reside at Success, about a mile and a half from the chapel. I 
generally attend chapel every Sunday at nine pr ten o'clock,, as my other dirties 
wiU permit me, . 

Did Quamiad, as a deacon of Bethel chapel, ever explain to you any t^xt or 
sermonpreaehedby Mr.Smith? — Sometimes. 

MANUEL, a negro of pUuUaiion Qhoieau Margo, says he undentonds the nature of 
an oath ; and being then duly swoni^ deposed asfolhws : 

I know the prisoner; he is the parson who preaches among us. I am a member 
o£. Bethel chapel on Le Resouvenir; I am not a deacon or a teacher; I cannot 
read ; I go to morning prayers on a Sunday : the prisoner reads a chapter con- 
c^mifig Mo809 sometimes. When Moses was bomJn Egypt^ in that place whei^ 
PlMunoh was a king, when he Was bom, the king gave orders thiit if any boy child 
was bom, they should put him to death : if it was a girl child^ to iet her live. After 
that Moses was about three weeSts old, they took him and put him in a ^m all box » 
and they put him in a river where the king's daughter was washing. God com'^ 
maoded Moses to take the children of Israel into the land of Canaan, because he 
did not wish they should be made slaves. God gave Moses a painted rod to make 
the king aficaid. God commanded Moses that the king's heart wus hardened, and 
Moses said to the king, what is the reason that you cannot u^ke God's advice ? 
After that, the king gave up Moses, and let them go in the promised [and. Afkr 
thaty the long wanted to follow them again and bring them back, and then the king 
was drowned in there, in the sea. He read sometmng after the death of Moses ; 
he read Joshua; I cannot recollect what chapter. He read about David. He 
read about God calling Samuel to make him rale the people ; after tliat, they 
wanted Samuel to put a king to rule them ; and Samuel told them to believe in 
the Lord, that He was the king. God sent and put words In Samuel's mouth, and 
said, look at Saul, the son of Kish, put him to oe mler over the people of Israel. 
David van away from Saul, and went into the country where Goliath was bom; . 
and by David's discourse they discovered that he was the man ^ho killed Goliath; 
and when they asked David if he vras not the man, he feigned to be mad, and ran 
away. David ran to the bush, and eot into the wood, becaui^e he was afraid that 
he would put another man into trouble. I dbn*t know how he was to put another 
man into trouble, he only told me that. About two months ago^ war took place 
on the coast : it broke out on a Monday night. I remember the Sunday before the- 
Monday that the war broke out : I was in Bethel chapel on that day. 1 remember 
the text on that day. Jesus came out, and He stooped down and looked, and He 
wept He looked dovm upon the city, and said, this city shall be destroyed this 
day, meaning Jerasalem. This city, Jerasalem, was to be destroyed, because they 
did not believe in God ; that made Jesus Christ speak this word . 

I know a negro, Quamina, of plantation Success! I went with Quamina to the 
prisoner's hou^e. I. remember the last time I went there; it was three f^undays 
before this war came. A conversation took place that day between Quamina, 
Mr. Smith, and myself. Jack came to me one night, and told me that a paper had 
come out for us about freedom. I asked Jack if he had the paper in has hand 
already; Jack told me no, but that he virould get it. I came to Quamina, and I 
asked him, what is this Jack has been telling me about the paper of freedom? I 
asked him if he knew any thing about it. He told me, no; he could not tell me 
yet; and I told Quamina he had better ask the parson, and he would let him know 
better about it» Quamina t»ld me, I don't believe that he will tell you. I said. 
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nerer ttdnA, ask him vfi^et^^t^s. I begged Qaaoiiiia to tiet mt go with hfan. 
Quamina then tras going, and told me I m^t follow him. I went into the par-, 
son's kitdien to get water to drink. Qaamina went into the room before me. 
Qaamina said to the parson, I miderstand Mr. Stewart and Mr. Cort came here on 
Friday; what did they come aboat? they came to ask the parson if any negro ever 
came to ask him about this paper. He said, yes, Quamina had come to ask him, 
and he told Quamina as ^ as ne could. The parson said that he wanted to read 
this paper to the negroes inside in the chapel, but Mr. Ck)rt told him not to do it. 
Mr. Cort said he wanted to read it to the Success people, but he was afraid of the 
governor. The parson told Quamina that Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart had given him 
and the Sucoess people a very good character; that Seaton was of good service on 
the estate in teaaun^ ^® pe<^le. After this, Mr. Smith told Quamina that there 
was no freedom in the p a p wr» . juid that their masters could not afford to lose so 
much money as to let ^em all go fre^ and he told Quamina there was no 
freedom in the paper at all* He told them to bear patience, if there was any thing 
gpod come, it was come for the women, because the drivers were not to cany 
whips any longer in the field. Quamina told Mr., Smith to take Jack and Joseph, 
and talk to them. Mr. Smith agreed to take them after chapel; and after one 
o'clock he did take them, but I cannot tell what he said. Quamma told the parson, 
in my hearing, that Jack and Joseph wanted to make trouble on account of this 
affair about the paper, and to make a push for it, and for that reason he wished the 
parson to speak to them. Joseph lives at Bachelors Adventure, and Jack lives at 
Success. Jack is the son of Quamina. Joseph is a teacher and member of the 
church. Jack is only baptized. Jack teaches; he teaches in the chapel, and 
son^ietimes he teaches at that place that means home. The parson does not allow 
us to woik our grounds 6n a Sunday, or to go to market. X heard the negroes say 
only so far, that since Sunday viras to be taken to serve God, they Qught to have 
Saturday to woik their own ground, or even if they gave them the afternoon Satur^ 
day. I heard of this affair about a month and a half before it broke out; Jack then 
came and told me about the paper for freedom I have spoke of 1[)efore the court 
already. I have heard that Quamina was shot, and brought home and chained in 
the middle walk of Success. The parson said, if your master has any work for yoU 
on Sunday, it is your duty to tell him Sunday is Uod*s day; that if the water-dam 
broke on Sunday, it was our duty to go and stop it; that if the boat was to ground 
on the sand bank on a Sunday, it was our duty to shove it off; and that if people got 
drunk on Sunday, it was right of their masters to make them work, to prevent 
them walking about, and making mischief. The visitors to the chapel collected in 
the middle walk of Success after chapel. Jack and Joseph, and Quaniina and them, 
were talking of the revolt, in the middle walk; the whole congregation was there. 
I heard Quamina say, to-morrow morning you must put down your shovel and hoe 
and cutlass, and sit dovm in the house. He asked them if that was not the right 
way, and they said, yes. After that, I heard Paris say, it would be better for us to 
take guns to guard ourselves. When I heard that, I told Quamina he had better go 
to the parson, and tell him about it, for it was not good; and Quamina went from 
there with Bristol the deacon. This was about four o'clock in ^e afternoon on the 
Sunday before the war began. Bristol came back, and he took two bits and gave to 
a man of plantation Vigilance, and he told him to run and tell Joseph to take care 
that he did not do any thine in the way of taking away the buckra s guns. I saw 
Quamina and Bristol go on the path towards Mr. Smith's house; it was not quite an 
hour before Bristol came back. 

{Questiom by the Prisoner,) — -What day was it that you and Quamina went to the 
prisoner's house, when you heard Quamina advise the prisoner to take Jack and 
Joseph, and speak to them? — It was on a Sunday. 

Did the pnsoner say nothing else about working on a Sunday Aan what you have 
already stated? — I cannot remember any thing else. I tiow recollect the parson 
said, if any member of the church has work given to him by his master, he, the 
parson,' won't say any thing; but if any member of the church did any work of his 
own accord on a Sunday, he should not be allowed to sit among them as a membe^r 
for one month. t 
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' )3id not many of ^e mounts go to woik their giN>unds on a Sunday, and also go 
to market V-Yes, a number of them did so. 

Were those that did so excluded from the chapel?— ^No, they were not. 

Were they suspended from the communion?— They were not allowed to take it 
the same day, but they might the next. 

Who was present when the parson said, that if your master had any work for you 
to do on Sunday, to tell him that Sunday is God's day? — Joseph was there, Jack of 
Docfafour, Bristol and them; also Bill, and many others. 

{Question by the Court,) — Was it once only, or often, you heard the parson say, 
that if your master gave you work on a Sunday, you were to tell him it is God's day? 
—He told us this often. '^ 

How long ago was it that you heard the negroes say, that if Sunday was to be 
taken from them, then they ought to have Saturday, or eyen the afternoon? — ^About 
two years ago. 

[The Court then adjourned until to-morrow* 



FIFTH DAY, October 17th. 

TflE Court met pursuant to adjournment. , 

MANUEL was agmn called in, 

{Questions by the Cour^.)— You haye said that the prisoner, at morning service, 
read about Moses, Joshua, and Dayid : did he read ptan^ one else ? — ^Yes : I can- 
not remember the names of any other : he read about Ehsha. 

Do you mean to say, that he read (mly the Old Testament at the morning prayer? 
—Formerly he used to read the New Testament; but for two years past he has 
onW read the Old Testament 

Did he read it straight through, or did he pass oyer any part of it? — ^He read it 
regularly tluM>ugh. 

Did yott eyer see any whites at momine pmyer ?— No. 

Where was the prisoner when you and Qaamina went to speak to him? — Quite 
^ in the top story of his own house, the place where he writes. 

Was the door of the room open or shut? — The door was shut; always when we 
go iu there, the door is shut. 

Was the door shut at the time you and he and Quamina were talking together? — 
The door was shut. 

Did you ever hear any of the deacons explain the text or sermon preached by 
the prisoner ?— Yes : Romeo, and other deacons, or any of the deacons or members, 
at all times, to render the people sensible of what he preached. 

Did you hear all the conversation that passed at that tune between Mr. Smith 
and Quamina? — ^Yes. 

BRISTOL, a negro of Chateau Mar go y sayt he understands the nature (fan oath; and 
being then duly swom^ d^sed as follows : 

My name is Bristol. I belong to Chateau Margo. I know the prisoner, he is 
Mr. Smith. I am a mexnber of Bethel chapel, on plantation Le Resouvenir. I am 
a deacon/ When the people come to be baptized, I have to see them, and then 
canry them to Mr. Smith: when I carry. them hedesires me to bring them in, and 
call Quamina, and show him them too, and then get some one who can read to 
teach tiiem the catechism ; and when they have Men taught the catechism, and 
Ibund to understand it, to ask them if they undemtitnd what it is to be baptized ; 
ihen the other two deacons are to discourse with them, and when we have done 
'mth them, to carry them back again to Mr. Smith, aod then he discourses with 
ih«m again ; after discoursing with them, if they are fit to be baptized, he (Mr. 
Smith) puts do^ thttr names, such and such people from such an estate to be 
.baptized at such a time ; and when that time is up he baptizes them. Wben those 
who have been baptized six or twelve months before, apply to become members of 
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tha chuidi, they cany them to Mr. Smiths wh^ we cany them, he sajrt, <^ Take 
ikhm and discourse with them;'' and/when we liiave done with them, we cany 
^em back to Mr. Smith again ; then he discourses with them; then he says, that 
su^ and such peopIe,^ from such estates, are to be admitted into the church as 
members; then at the church meeting they come and sit on one side, a little way off 
from the rest of the members ; then one of the members, or one of the deacons, get 
up and speak, and say such a brother, or such a sister, according to the sex, will 
you receive him or her into the church ; at least Mr. Smith puts the question to the 
deacons or the members, saying, you know such a one, and must speak for him, for 
I have discoursed with him, and I find that he hsm a good understanding i when 
one of us gets up, and says, brethren, there is such a one admitted among us to- 
day as a member ; then one gets up and speaks^ that the person is one with whom 
no hvli has been found;' and if any member from the same estate to which the 
person admitted belongs, he gets up and speaks too : Mr. Smith then gets up and 
says, if you all receive mm as a member, you will all hold up your right hand; and 
&ey hold them up : then Mr. Smith calls him, or whoever it is, and shakes his 
hand, and says, I receive you as a member of this Church, and all the brethren and 
sisters receive him the same way ; that is one part of the duty relating to me as a 
deacon of the Church. 

Another part of my duty as a deacon is on a Sunday, to see about the church 
whoever makes any noise, and to keep all the people as quiet as I can. As a 
deacon I have to look after the conduct of the people who are members on the 
estate, and report it to Mr. Smith. At the sacrament I have to hand the bread and 
ihe wine round to the brethren and sisters. We collect money in the Church, but 
pone out of it. The money collected is to buy the wine. Mr. Wray was the first 
who administered the ordmaoce there, and he left directions for throwing up the 
money in that maimer. Whoever could afford it threw up two bitts, and whoever 
could not afford it threw one bitt This money is only thrown up when the ordi* 
nance is administered. The ordinance is admmistered every month. Only those 
who take the communion throw up this money, and not all those dther, oecause 
some are not able. Those who do not take the communion, throw up at another 
time; not all of them, but those who understand that the money which is thrown up 
is for the Missionary Society. If a member cannot pay hi9 two bitts for the com- 
munion, he is still allowed to come to the table. Kiach pays what he likes; no 
means are employed to force them. I have seen members of the Church pay for 
psalm-books, catechism books, bibles, and other books. Sometimes the peojde 
' carry to Mrs. Smith fowls and yams. Mcs. Smith is the lady' of Mr. Smith. They 
carry these things, not in lieu of money, but as a present to be eaten. A few of 
Uie people who are not able to buy have bibles given to them; a few of them not so' 
many. If 1 report the conduct of a member to Mr. Smith as improper, he is then 
not allowed to come to the table; but if he is only a Christian, uiey don't do him 
any thing. 

Quanunais the head deacon of Bethel Chapel. Quamina, of Success, Jack's fhther. 
The next deacon is Jason, formerly of Better Hope : his master has, I believe, 

Siven him fiee, now he is old. Seaton is the thira deacon, and I am the fourth, 
ason still officiates as a deacon : he stays in front of Turkeyen, Mr. Benn/s estate, 
with his daughter. The deacons have no sign to know one another vrithout 
fl^[>eaking. By discoursing with the people, 1 mean, asking if they know the 
meaning of coming to the ordinance : if they do not understand it, the deacons are 
empowered by Mr. Smith to explain it. l^e old deacons Quamina and Jaaon were 
put by Mr. Wray : Mr. Smith put Seaton. and myself. The deacons do not meet 
together by themselves. Sometimes after the servieie of a morning and afternoon, 
the deacons stop behind vnth the parson ; that is, after the other people are gone. 
When we stop it is for the purpose of going with him into the house to reckon up 
money. Some of the members stop besides. The money we have thrown up for 
the Missionary Society is what we stop to reckon. As a deacon, I have explained 
to the people in our own estate the sermon preached by Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith 
told me to catechise the people at home, but did not tell me to explain the text or 
sermon. When Mr* Smith nas any thing to communicate to the other people, he 
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:«k»es U liiiiiBelf. There yate dtily fbar deacons. Telemachus is nor a deacon » Jade, 
of Success, son of Qaamina, is not a deacon, he only teaches in the Chutch soxae^ 
tiniev. I cannot say ho# tiany teachenklihere are. On every estate almost ^ere 
is a teacher. Romeo is a teacher at Le Resouvenir, Seaton at Success. A man on 
Chateau Margo, ofthe name of William) cfan read a little, and teach the catechism; 
on La Bonne Intention, a lad called Da^d teaches ; on Baron Grovestin's estate, a 
lad caHed Comelxus teadies ; but on die other estates I don't go, and I don't know 
Ae people uuless I see them at chapel, except Jacky Reed, of Dochfour. Jacky 
Rera is a teacher there. ' A man they call Luke, I believe, is a teacher on plantation 
Priendriup. Telemac^us was teacher on Bachelor^s Adventure : there were- two 
or thdtee more there, Joseph and Prince, thejr teach also. I dare say Sandy is 
teacher on NonPareH. Sandy only I know there. I know Paul, of Friendsmp, 
but cannot say whether he was a teacher. I know the duty of a teacher ; as &r as 

^ I know it is to teadi the people their catechism, that is what I am commanded to 
do by Mr. Smith. On my own estate I appoint the teachers ; after they are ap- 
pointed, Mr. Smith asks who ^lK!he^, and I tell him. Divine service is performed 
at Bethel chapel twice on a f«mday. They begin in the morning about seven 
o^clodc;'&e second begins about twelve o'clock, the tirst service is called the 
morning prayer ; at that service, when first Mr. Smith goes in he gives out a hymn ; 
then one of the members or the deacons pray ; then sing another hymn ; then one 
more prayer, and then Mr. Smith reads a chapter in the b(f|inTiing about Moses. " 1 
iiave heard htin read about Moses leading the children of Israel, and so forth; I 

' don't recollect any thing more. Hhe deacons when they pray, pray alouwlv The 
prayiers are firom our hearts, not learnt out of a book. Not all the deaoons pray : 
moaetimes I pray, and sometimes one ofthe others, one of the deacons, or one- of 
tibe members : whoever may be there pray. Mr. Smith prays ihe last, Mr, Smith 
said, the time, when the diildren of Israel were with king Pharaoh, that Moses 
went to deliver them firom the hands of Pharaoh, and carried them to the promised 
land, and before they went to the promised land Moses died, Moses went to 
deliver the children of Israel because tiiey were slaves under Pharaoh. He read 
Exodus to us ; he read Joshua to us. I cannot recollect any particular chapter 
I from Exodus^ d" the purport of any. I recollect from Joshua, Joshua, I belie ve^ 
was the person who led the children of Israel after Moses was dead. One lught 
in eveiy week service was performed in Bethel chapel, besides Sunday^ it vtas oa 
Thursday : there is no other night service. I never saw an^ whites at the luoming 
service on a Sunday,. Uiey were not prevented from coming. The doors of the 
chapel were not shut at' the time we were saying prayers aloud, I never heard the 
prisoner say any thing about the treatment of daves: sometLnies when the people 
come to complain* or when they sqre hind^ed from comm^ to the chapel, and some 
of theih get licked, then he tdls them, * well, I cannot help that ; but it is not right 
for your masters to lick you, and hinder you ftt>m coming to chapel only :' when the 
people ceme with such complaints as x have just now spoken of, the prisoner 
listens to them. Ihe prisoner nas advised me and others what to do, when we had 
such complaints, to go to the fiscal or the governor: sometimes the people run 
avray or s<», and he says, * when you run away, you must not let them ca^b you 
again, for they will punish you.' "^ 

I remeihb^ when the govern or*s proclamation respecting the negroes going to 
dturch was read to the head people on the estates by the burger captain of the 
.district, I heard the prisoner speak about that proclamatioa ; he said there was an 
order for all the people to come to churehj and nobody was to hinder iheru. The 
owners were to give fevery one of them a pass to come to chapel, and the overseer 
vrith tiiem, and when they had done at the chapel^ the overseer was to go back widi 
them, and take them home,, so far I heard. Mr* Smith said, this was a good law, 
Mr. Smith said, in this country we c^xmot^ attend chapel as we wish, a» they could 
in a free country, and in this we are slaves, and that we must pray to Gc*d to help us, 
that we may be enabled to attend as far as we can, I have heard the pmoner 
speak about Working on a Sunday. lie said, that if our m:ister gave us work on a 
Sunday .we must do it, because we could not help it, and that we must not break 
the sabbath in dmng our own work, because we must keep My the sabbath day. 

No. 2. c 
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wiucbitaeottmoidofOod. Ux.SaMiBMiiit^GtAymjfM'psttaAmk^ 
our own ground oo a Sunday. 

A revolt bn^e out amongst the n^ioes lately. I knoiv it waa. one M<Miday, 
about six o'clock in the evening. I suppose about mne weeks ago. I vras at 
Bethel Chapel, the day belbre the revolt brc^ out. I was at both services. At 
the forenoon service I believe Mr. Smith read sooMthing about JesMs looking mpon 
tiie city of Jerusalem and weejnng. After service I did not go straight booie ; we 
stopped close to the chapel a little while, when we heard Jack and Joseph ticking 
about the paper that had come from hoott : that the people all were ta be made 
iree. Emanuel told Quamina he had better go and ask Mr. Smidi about il, and 
when Quamina was going into Mr. Smithes house I went ia with ktm; and whtn 
we went, Quamina asked Mr. Smith if any freedom had come out fi)r them in a 
paper. He told him no ; but that there was a good law come out,.bnt. there waa oo 
needom come out for them. He said, *< You must wait a tittle, and the QevemOr 
or your masters will tell you about it." Quamina than aaid. Jack and Josepli wete 
speaking very ronoh about it : he said they (Jack and Joseph) wanted to take it by 
force. Mr. Smith said, ^ You had better tell them io wait, and not to be foolish. 
How do you mean that they shoukl take it by force ? They oannot do any thing 
with the white people, because the soldiers will be more strong than you ; therefoee 
you had better wait.'' He said, ** Well, you had better go aod tell the people, wod 
Christians particularly, that they had better have nothing to do with it.'' And then 
we came ouL And then I saw a man belonging to Vigilattce, of the name «f 
Washington, remaining at the church : I callea hmi. Quamina beg^ to speak to 
him, and asked me if I had got any mony in mv pocket. I told him I luul two 
bitts. He told this man, ** Then (giving him the two bits) run up as fost as you 
can, and call down Joseph; Mr. ^lithwafits to see him." I tnen went home, 
aiul I told Manuel that we had been to see Mr. Smith, and he said that there was 
no freedom in the paper for us, and that we must tell alL the people so ; I told 
him that we had sent to call Joseph already. A little while after Jack and Paris 
came up. Manuel told them, that Mr. Smith* had iM thent not to have any thing 
to do with the business,, and. that he (Manuel) bad been telling them so before 
durifig the week. Jack and Paris said, *f WMl, do you have nothing to do with 
il^ you are cowards." When Mr. Snuth observed to Quamina that the aoldvrars 
would be too strong for them, he said they would drive all the white peof^, and 
make them go to town. Quamina said the report was, the soldiers would not 
come, and would have nothing to do with it . This last about the soldiers not 
coming was said after Quamina came out from.Mr..Smkh. The revc^ began at 
Success. I know Quamina, of Success ; he was engaged in that revolt, bec^iuse I 
heard, they took him up before the revolt began. Jack and Paris were the leaders 
of the revolt ; they said they would go on wiu it, and then did so. The plan before 
the revolt broke out was to drive tbi white j^eopit to town, as I stated before. I 
was not at the meetinsr on Success middle-path. I was not there after service, 
before I went to Mr. Smidi with Quamina. I caine straight from the chi^ to 
Mr. Smith's house. 

A week before this revolt broke out, I heaid Qisamina^tell the negroes that they 
were to lay down their tools, and not work. I saw Quamina on Wednesday after 
the revolt broke out ; I saw him at Success-back; he had others with him, some 
people from Success, some from Souvenir, some .from Mr. Simpson's, and some 
from Dr. M<Turk's ; when I went there, he. told me he had been sitting vcp all night, 
and was then going to Ue down under a coffee-tree ; the negrojes of Success bad not 
returned to their duty at that time, they were all Uiere a-back ; I saw Quamina the 
next day at the same place on Success-bade, half-way between the canes and the 
plantain walk; the same people were then with him ; napart of the estate's people 
had. returned to their duty on that day, that I know of; Quunina said they were 
coming down in the night to see if they condd goi to Dr. M^urk's, but they heard 
the soldiers were there and did not go. I saw Quamina again on Fridav at the 
same place, the people had then began to scatter themselves ; they heard that Mr. 
Bdmonstone haa come there ; from that jdace Quamina went away ; Quamina 
went to the bush, I cannot tell how many people went with him ; some of the Suo- 
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cesspeopki wem with faip. Alter I jcamf here I beard that QwwHPa was sh^ by 
the Bucks, and gibbeted in Success middle path ; when I saw Quamina and the 
rest of the people on the back df Success they were armed ; they had muskets and 
some fowling pieces, and some of them had cutlasses ; I have heard the people 
sometimes talk, that if we had another day we should not have occasion to break the 
Sabbath ; at our prs^er-meetings we -prayed to God to help us and to bless us all, 
that we may be enabled to seek after nim more and more, and that he would bless 
«ur raa8teis> and the governor and the £scal ; that we might make good servants 
unto them^ and they might be good masters unto us y and to give us health si|id * 
strength to do that which it might be our duty to do, and to bless all our brothers 
and sisters ; we pray about our master's hearts, we pray to the Lord to bless and 
change our hearts, and change our ms^ter*s hearts liltewise ; I have heard some of 
the boys who read the bible, speak about the Israelites and the JeWs, about the 
fighting of the Israelites when tney go to war; when the prisoner read about the 
fighting of the Israelites, after they went home and read it again, I heard them 
speak about it ; they said the people of Israel used to go warring against the ene- 
iQ^es ; then I explained the meaning of the enemy, and told than it was the 
people who would not believe the woni of God when Moses used to preach to them ; 
the people applied the story of the Israelites and the Jews, and put, it on them^ 
selves ; when they read it then they begin to discourse about it; they said that this 
thing in the bible applied to us just as well as to the people of Israel ; I cannot tell 
what made the negroes apply it to themselves; what created the discontent in t&e 
mind of the negroes was, because th^ had no other time to wash their clothes, or 
do any thing for themselves, but the Sabbath day, they could not wash their clothes 
<yr do any t£ng for themselves on a Sunday, b^zause they had to go to the chapel. 
[The Court adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten oxlod^. 



SIXTH DAY, Saturday, October 18th. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, but two of the assistant judge 
advocates being unable to attend from indisposition, it was deemed proper 
lo adjoun) till Monday morning. 



SEVENTH DAY, Monday, October 20th. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

BRISTOL was agmn called in; and deposed as foUows : to 

Questions by ths^ Prisoner, ^^M\ax you were examined on Friday last, 
where did you go P — I went back to the jail. 

Whom did yott see ? — I saw the prisoners in the jail. 

Have you conversed with any gentleman since Friday last ?— *No. 

Have you at any time been instructed to say what you told the Court on 
Friday lastP**-No; it came from my own hoartj and was not pat into 
my head by any <me. 

Did yon ev^ tell aby one the whole, or any part of what you told the 
Comrt on Friday last, concerning me, and the matter in question P — ^M r. 
Smith (the assistant judge advocate) and some gentlemen at Mr. Martin's 
bouse. 

Is the money which you collect at church on those days, when the Com- 
munion, or Sacrament is administered, used for no other purpose than to 
buy bread and wine P — That I cannot tell. 

Is it not used to buy candles ?-^I don't know. 

Are not candles sometimes used ia the chapel ?— -Yes. 

c2 
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Who buys them; who pays for them F— I see the candles come from 
Mr. Smith's house, and I dare say he bays them, and he pays for them. 

, Do yon know with whose money he paors for them ?•— ^l cannot tell. 

What IS the largest sum the deacons ever collected upoi|.a Qommunioo 
or Sacrament Sunday P«-*Sometimes thirty «five guilders^ «oin^tynes thirty- 
four. ■ ,. 

What is the smallest sum that has been collected on the like. oiKia«ioii P— 
I don't think any smaller sum than thirty guilders^ that i recolkket.. « 

Was the keeping or care of tbis< money ev^ p^red tetany one ebe'P — 
I don't know J, he never ofer^d it to me. .\, 

Ib the Ordinance, that is the Con^nunieiii or Sacrament* administered oti 
the first or second Sunday of every ^oontb ?— ^ tb ink the second Sunday. 
/ Df^ve you ever been present when any money was offered to Mr* Smith 
for the Missionary Society P-^ Yes, I have» , 

.. What took jpla«e when, money has been so offered? — WbeUvpeeple bring 
money, Mr. Smith puts down their names, and the money which each 
throws up, opposite his name. 

Has Mr. Smith always accepted the money so offered P — Ye^ (le always 
did, . 

How much have you seen paid for each and every one of the sorts of 
bofii^i, sold by Mr. Smith I — The Hymp books^some for/. 2. some/1 3. 10. 
and some for/. 3. The Bibles which he brought last were sold for^^ i4.»10. 
.(ladi; someiyftheTestamienta»/2» Some of the Spelling-books six bitts, 
some of the Catechism-books for two bitts, and some of them for one bitt ; 
other books he sells for four or five guilders, next to the Bibles about the 
we of a New Testament 

Did the prisoner sell the same sized Bibles to all persons at the same 

price? — Yes; thore were saaSer Bibles at twelve guilders,, S^oketimes, 

.if you «ome to buy a/. 14. IQ. Bible, and happen to be shprti 1^ WUi orii 

guilder, he will pass over that, and let you have it without thia bitt.or 

guilder. 

How large were the Bibles that were sold at twelve guildera?*<r About the 
size of an octavo book produced, but thicker. f . 

Did the negroes often give fowls or yams, or such things, to Mr. Smith'ii 
lady? — Notvery often, .., i .. 

Do the negroes )(eep many fowls ?— Some of them have a great memf; 
others not. 

Did Mr. or Mra. Smith i^ver buy fowU^ yams, ok any other kind of^ibod 
" from the negiroes ? — Ye^ they di?; buy*. . i 

When vou instruct the negroes in the meaning of the Or4iimuce^ what 
do you tell them ?— 1 tell them to consider what they are goings abQittt,,aBd 
that they must.pray to £vod# aud prepare^ their miads, mid jtM they must 
not thereafter commit sin again; that we must IocJl to God to help ^ae at 
any time, and we must consider well what we hear reaA in.t^^ bible every 
day, because, if we do partake of the Ordinance, and commit sintagaiu, we 
. have a greater accoant.tt give when we die. .So far L dissourse with tisnm, 
.-. and the rest is for Qaamjina aud the ^ther deacons. 

To whom did you ever explain any text or sermon preached by the pn- 
soner ?^— To Manuel and William, on omc own. plaination ; Prime* ami R«»se, 
vKeUyi, and name other* people that bav« not yet been baptized, on the same 
estate. 

What do you mean by i^pp^inliiig;tbe teachers ?—- That is, to get one that 
can read to teach the people th#ir>c»(ecbism. , 
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Bid yfttf ^er'ko^W Mr. Smith okjecl to tfae appointment of any teapfaer 
nHio ynm eapiable of teaching ? — No. 

Do "yiMf^knuHraily tbing abont Pet6^; or the first epistle general of 
Peter ?— >I have heard it read, but I donH remember it, 

il^o^knig ago ill it smee yon heai^ the general Epistle of Peter read ?— 
I cannot Tettieaiber rightly. -'• 

E.0m lobg id it ftiuee Mr. Smith read to yon abont. M osi;s and the children 
of Israel^ and abont Pharaoh and his so1dici^t<^^Abovt two qi^ three months 
^liefore the ming took place, or^ longer. ^i 

Did Mr. Smith, when h^ was teadtng, the Bible, b^giii the next time at 
the place he last left off at.?'-- Yes ; he explains what he read the Sunday 
before, and then goe9 on t9 the next chapter. 

How do yon know that fre began at the vei^ next chapter to the one ho 
last read ^— ^Beeauise he named the chapter he read the last Sunday, and 
then named the one he. was going to read. 

V Yon hare «aid yon cannot read ; are yon snre Mr. Smith never missed 
any chapters ? — Sometimes when he is going to read he tells us he passes 
'Over a oUaptttr. ' , ' , , 

* Have you learnt the catechism used in the chapel? — it bave not learnt 
ttradfa, only a jiaft of it. * ^^ 

• HaTo yon learnt any thing from it abont Joshua anc( Hoses, and the 
children of Israel ?— *I have not reached so hr^ 

In what part of the bible did Mr, Smith read on Thursday evenings? — 
He read in a part about the Apqstle Panl, where he went to a place, when 
they took him up and put him in prison. 

What did the people complain they were licked for f~Some of them coni« 
plained of having been licked because they did not attend to the work given 
diem on the Sabbath. 

Did they complain to Mr. Smith that they were licked for any thing ^Isr? 
**^They might havodone so; but I do not know of it. 

Did Mr. Smith ever encourage any negroes or negro to run away ?-^I. 
mefver heard he did. 

What did Quamina mean by sajing that Jack and Joseph wante^ to tdie 
their fheedom by force?— I suppose that he meant they intended to fight 
with the white people, or something like that. ^ . , 

. Wbaebe was pi>esent, or in hearings besides Mr. Smitti and Quanaina* 
and yourself, when Quamina told Mr. Smith about the negroes Uking their 
freedom by^foree P-^I know that Mrs Smith was in the hall, but nobody else 
was present. 

Where were you and Quamina?*— In the gallery at the side of a targe 
table Mr. Smith had l^re. 

Was thenrany thing said about tfte managers ?^Yes; ^aminasaid they 
were going to drive the managers all a^y to town; Mr. Smith said they 
would not go ; and said, ** yon had best not do that, because if you do the 
soldiers will come and drive' you back again ; yon had best tell the people 
not to do so; they are not able to go against them to figlii them ;** Qua- 
, mina went out, and I followed him. 

Did Mr. Smith say nothing elsef-^l don't remember that he said any 
Ihing els^. , 

. .Did Quamina tell Mri Smith of his otrn accord, or did Mr. Smith ask 
him any questions ? — Quamina told hitn of his own accord ; Mr. Smith did 
not ask him. 

Were there any preparations made for the war by the people, before yoa 
and Quamina went to Mr. Smith ? — No ; I don*t know of any. 
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Had: the people no gnus, 6r powder^'ofr ishoi proTfded'P^'dM not see 
any, •"'^' ■ - < . •> 

Did Qaamina tell Mr. Stnilh by what meaDB they intend^ t<y drive the 
white people to tow nf?-^No; he did not. 

Did Quamina say for what purpose they ^ere tai be diriten t&ioi^nt — 
No; no further than I said before, that Jack and Quamfna ha4 sitid their 
fireedom had come out. . , ' . ■ » 

Did he, QtiliniiDa/ day when the white people wer6 to be drlteo to 

town P— No ,. ,, . ^ , ' ■ 

Did you hear sill the conversation that passed between Qtiaminaand Mr* 
Smith at that time?— ITes.' ' 

Will ypu state all that Mr. ^Mih said, ^ atf that Quamina ^aid ?«— 1 
only heard what I h^ye already ^ate&, ^s far ntl can 'recollect. 

Did .yon and Quamina tell Mr. Smith, that yoti came on purpose Eo tell 
him about Jack and Joseph, and what thejf' ititfended to do?— Yes; Qaa- 
mina told him that lie came to ask about it, because Jack and Joseph were 
speaking very much about it. 

Di() yon and Quamina and Mr. Smith talk about any thing else at that 
time P— No, not that I remember. 

Pjd you talk, to Mr. Spaith on that Sunday abont your litlle girl :•— Yes, 
I beKeve I did before that, before Quamina went in; when I spoke to him 
about the little girl, Quamina wais not with me ; I spoke to the lady of Mr. 
Smith also about taking her. 

' Who were present when you spoke to Mr. Smith about your little girf ?— 
Mr. Smith and Mrs. Sniith ; I don't remember any body else. 

Dfd any body come in when yon were talking to Smith about your little 
girl ?•— That I can't tell; may be somebody might come in. 

Where did you go after you had talked with Mr. Smith abont your 
girl ?— »I went to the chapel, I believe. 

Where did you go then, after that P — After that 1 think I went home. 
' Did you see the prisoner on that Sunday after you had gone home .' — 
No. 

Did you ey^ hear Mr. Smith talk of the people having another day to 
titemsehres besides Sunday P — No, Sir. 

How Ipng is it since you heard the people talk of another day to them- 
selves besides Sunday f — I heard of it first about two years ago, and more 
of it since this paper came out. 

Did yon ever hear them say so in the time of Mr. Wray .'*-No. 
Have you ever heard the people talk about any one else fighting except 
the Jews and the Israelites P— 'No. 
Did you ever hear of the battle of Waterloo ?— Nt>. 
Did you ever hear of the French and English fighting ?-»Yes, I have 
heard. 

From whom ? — Plenty of people all about. 

Have you ever heard the prisoner apply the history of the Jews or 
Israelites to the negroes P— No. 

Can you give no reason at all why the people, when they read about the 
history of the Jews or Israelites applied it to themselves ?— -No. 

Could any member of the chapel read before Mr. Smith came to live on 
plantation Le ResouvenirP— >Some could read, but very little: one or 
two. 

Did the boys or people ever speak about any other part of the bible than 
that about Moses and the children of Israel P — No, I never heard them 
speak about any other part 
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. We^ Uie-deacoiw l^ught by the prisoner to pray with their eyes o^ or 
shut ? — He told us it was best to shut our eyes' to efay. 

WbeA Ihe communioD seryice jls performed, are all and erery one of the 
4oors of the chapel shut ?-^Yes. 

What becomes of the door throng which th^ parson enters the chnnih ^ 
— ^Tbat is. open ; t^at door is pot in the chapel, it^ in a little gallet'y 
outside which joins the chapel. 

Is there any door between the gallery and the chapel ? — Yes. ' — 

Is that also open during Ihe communion or siicrament ?-~Yes, it is.' ■ 

JDo any of. the congregation go- in at these doors ? — When we take the 
ordinance, no body comes in at these doors, but at other times tiiey do. 

Is any one prevented from comhig in at these doors during the ordi- 
uanee ? — Wheu'we are taking th^ ordihance, the'y af^ hindered from coming 
in ; Mr. Smith told them they were not to come in at that door. 

Had you ever any qrders to refuse any whit^ person going in during the 
or inance ?-^No. ' 

Could any white people go in during the ordinan^e^ if they liked ^-— Y^. 
t . . [Tiie Coprt adjonrnea till ten o'dock to-morrow nHornnig. 



EIGHTH DAY, Tuesi^ay/October ^1. 

T«K Court met, pursuant to adjournment, and the following ^Genefal 
Order was read, viz : . 

Head-quarters, Camp-house, Demerara, October ^Ist^ 1823.. 
General Order. 
' The Judge Advocate (his Hona«r» V. A* Heyliger) bs^ving strongly 
represented that his long-boutinued indisposition^ and other circuqnstan-. 
ces, ihcapacitate him from performing his duties at prese/it/and having 
urgently prayed to be relieved from attending to their immediate eiecu« 
tion, these duties will devolve upon the Assistant Judge Advocate^ J. L« 
Smith, it'^eitignecesisaiythat the Judge Advocate should have a week's 
kave of absence for the recovery of his healtbg.aud the service AQt ad- 
mitting of such delay in tiijeprpceediDgsn/^w pending. 

(Signed), J. Mqf^R^Y,*Conimander-*inrCViefp. . 

BRISTOL being again called in, deposed its fdllovis ^o '^y * * 

Questtom by the Court. — Were mo^-e people t|iaii usual at^the!/oreiK)on 
service on the Sunday before this aflfair began Pr-^Yes/ . .,, ^ 

Were not the crowds such that many people could not get into the 
6hapeH— Yes. , 

Name some who have had presepts made of a book or books.— I ,did 
not see any books given myself ; Quftn^ina told me so. , 

When you stop behind with Mf . Smith, and reckon the money ,in his 
house, have you any talk about any thing but the money P-r^l Peyer had 
dny talk with him, except about tbei iponey, . , 

When did you first begin to assist Ui CQllectiing the mon^ ?«— Abouf 
two or three years ago, if I am notoiists^en. 

How many collection sermons for tjiie society were, prejached in a 
year ?— Only one. 

In 182X» was not one preaohfd in Janu^iy and another in 'November ? 
—I do not remember* ' . '. / 
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Do you ever remember anj sanv amoantiagia/^dQQor.iiKwey^Mipg 
collected at one time ^— I cawiot recollect. ... 

Do yoa not remember/; 319 beiog collected on the lOih of last No- 
vember, viz. about a year ago, or less f — I cannot tell ; we reckpn the 
money first, then Mr. Smith oouiits it all together, and puts it ^a piece 
of paper. ' * . ., 

Have you ever given any fowls or yams yourself to Mr. or Mrs^ Sfaith ? 
—Yes ; I did not give him <my yams, but I have giveu him fowls. 

Did you ever hear Quamina, or any one else, converse witl^ Mr* Smith 
about any thing besides the money^ when you remain^ behind t^ reckon 
it ?--No, I-did not. 

Did either you or Quamioa tell Mr. Smith, that the Christians were 
so far gone that they would not stop ?-^I did not tell hini so, and I 
can't tell if Quamina did. 

Has the prisoner at any time sent jou> as a deacon, to communicate with 
the people on yoor estate, or with any of the people who attend B^hel 
Chapel ?-«-No, he did not. . , 

Is it a part of the deacon's duty to explain the text or sermon to the 
people who are not able to understand them ?— T did so, because I consi- 
dered it was good ; but I did not consider it was my duty to do so. 

Did you know any thing of the meeting that was held on Success 
Middle-walk on Sunday ?— No ; I knew there was going to be a meeting 
somewtere, but did pot know where. 

DM yoa, Of Quamina, mention the circumstance of the intended 
meetif^ to Mr. Smith ?— No. 

Did you know of the meeting at the time you and Quamina were with 
Mr. Smith?— Yes. 

Did you ever see a white person in chapel during the time that, the 
Sacrament was administered N— Only one time I saw Mr. Hamilton there, 
tliree or four months before the rising took pl^ce, but he did not take 
the ordinance whh uS*; he sat on one side. 

1 five On I^anlfiltion Felicity; i am captain of the 1st company, 2d 
battalion of the militia ; I am a burgher-captain: I know the prisoner; 
he restdei oil Plantation Le Resbuvenir, the next estate to the eastward 
of Felicity ; he has resided there, I think, about seven years, I under*- 
stand him to be a missionary clergyman. I remember some cases of 
small-pbx occurring oii Le Resouvenir,' in thfe latter end of lisip. I re- 
ceived orders from Gbvemraent respecting the chapel at Le Resouvenir 
connected witfh the small-pox. The orders inclosed an open letter to Mr. 
Smith, Missionary, directing him to shut the chapel to all negroes ex- 
cept those 1>elotoging to that estate, to |}revent the disease spreading. 
The letter addressed to Mr.Smiith was dated 20th November, 1819, and 
that to ntyself the siimedate. As burgher officer, T communicated these 
orders to the prisoner. I had a discretionary power not to remove this 
restriction as long as the small-pox was on that property. [The instruc- 
tions received were read to the Court These orders were j>artially 
observed by the prisoner for nearly three weeks. The restriction was 
not removed at the end of three weeks, though Mr. Smith required it 
shouM be by letter dated 11th Dec. 1819- [The letter produced to the 
Court.] I replied to him by letter. I had no conversation with him 
personally at that period. I refused to take off the restriction by letter. 
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Tkf^ i^tfictio»i^ xAm off on the 29th JaQoaty 1830. I htd a coover- 
satioo with the prisoner subs^equent to tiiy refusal by letter, and preTioot 
to the 29th January, 1820. I think it took place on 24th December^ 
18 19. 1 found it necessary, in consequence of Mr. Smith's continuing 
to preach w^otit liberty b<^ing granted, to address^ circular to Uie 
estates within my Company, desiring them not to allow the negroes to 
come to^hedbapely or estate of Le Resouyeoir,^ in consequence of the 
small-pox being still there. This circular went round on the 24th of 
December, and it was on the evening of that day that Mr. Snaith at- 
tacked! me in a very vmlent manner at the manager's house on Planta- 
tion Le Resouvenir. He stated that I was acting very incorrectly ; that 
I had no authority for what I was doing; that he had authority from the 
Fiscal to preach to whom and when he pleased. To this I observed, 
that if he had such liberty as he asserted, lie should produce the au- 
thority, as I would hold him responsible for any of my acts in carrying 
the Fi8cd% orders into execution, a^ I was not aware of any he had. To 
this Mr. Smith answered, that he had no communication with the Fiscal 
but that I bad fotwarded; but he (Mr. Smith) said, I have influence 
over the negr'oes' minds, which influence is great, and I will use that in-' 
fluence to bring the negroes of the neighbourhood to chapel, and preadi 
to them in defiance of all the authority you possess To this I replied^ 
. I shbuld be extremely sorry if I was driven to alternative means to pre- 
vent him; and cautioned him against such conduct. He persisted ii^ 
stating that he would preach to the negroes ; I told him I would repel 
any such meetings, and then went away, and left him* I received in the 
course of this present year, additional instructions respecting the negroes 
attending Qhapel. [The instk-uctions were produced Sc read to the Court.} 
l^e witness then st^ed, I forwarded a copy of these instructions to 
the prisoner on 23d May last. I recollect the 18th August last, I was 
00 plantation Felicity until five o'clock in the i^temoon^ I was informed 
by a coloured man, about four o'clock in the afternoon, that the negroes ' 
intended revolting that evening, and he gave me the names of two, said 
to be ringleaidersjt Cato^ andQuamina, of plantation Success. The re- 
Tolt actually broke out about $ve o'clock that night, on plantation Sucv 
ceas, the next estate to Windward of plantation Le Resouvenin It 
spread through the whole coast as far down as plantation Le Reduit» and 
partially below that on the town side. It extended eastward, I have 
understood, as far as Mahaica. The negroes on Le Resouvenir were in 
a state of rebellion, and particularly active. > This revolt lasted al>out 
ten days ; the negroes were in a state of rebellion on 19th and 20th and 
21st, and some days after that. As Burgher ofiicery I have been four 
times in the Bush since this revolt. I saw, on one of these occasions, 
Quamina of Success aft^r he was shot ; diis was about two or three 
weeks after 21st August. He was shot by an Indian under Lijeutenattt 
Nurse's command. Tl^ere was. a reward offered for him ofjC-ti^OOO. 
He is hung in chains on front of plantation Success. Thore wias^^one ' 
man with him when he was shot named Primo,, of Chateau • Mai^o. -■- 
They were not armed.^ Quamiea had a clasp knife. I took three pri- 
soners on that occasion, besides Quamina. Primo stated it was the 
intention of Quamina never to, suffer* himself to be taken alive. Primo 
was one of the three prisoners taken. My house^ on plantation Felicity 
is about 40 or 50 roods from the road. The distance of the prisoner's 
residence from mine is about 300 roods. 
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The Aflsittant Judge Advocate then called the attention of the'Conrt 
to the following Extracts from the prtsonei's * 

JOURNAL. 

" 1819, October, Saturday 30th.— While Mrs. S. and Mr. and M^-s. 
M. were catecbistng, Qoamina, Seaton and Yorkj three of the best ^xki 
Boo^t sensible negroes beloBgiiig t<» Soccess' came to tell me, that their 
manager^ Mn« Stewart^ h^d giten strict orders that not one of the slave* 
belonging to Chat plantation should aome to the chapel^ for he bad 
heard i&t the small-pox was at Le Resouvenir. Quamina ^taid^ 1m> 
replied that most of the people had had the small-pox, and all the 
others had had. the cow-pox; therefore, if the smdl-pix was- at Le Re- 
souvenir, there could be no danger of people catching it. The manager 
replied, he did not care for that; none^ of them should o6me So the 
chapel/' 

^' Sunday, Octoher9tst.^<^To day we had the smallest congregaitittn' 
that I have seen at out rohapel, on a finer Sttnday, since 1 have been hera^- 
tiie reason of which is^ that most of the managers prevented the slavw 
comings under th^ plausible excuse that the sns^l^pox Is on ^fe filaiitii^ 
lion; the fact ia this, th«re are three persons who 4iave* the sBHali-^poot, 
and those thfee are removed to a house more than tjhree miles tio leeward 
of the chapel, quite at the back of the plantation, a solttaiy: place 
where no one w6uld go if thely could, so that- there is no mo»e danger of 
Ihe negroes caichibg the small-pox by coming to chapel, 'than them 
would be in going tc Tunbridge chapel, if three people' had the smalls- 
pox in a solitaiy house on Hampsteadhill ; the fact is, tb^ plaalerrtam 
glad to lay hold of any Ihingto prevent the skives Attending to qr^ligk^ 
I suppose there is not one in a hundred in the toionjj but has^ either had 
the smallpox or the cow ^ox/' - . ^ : r: s 

** December, Friday £4.-r;|, and Mrs* S. went <ioWn to ton^n toi see 
Mr. Mercer ; when we returned in the evening, we found several negloee 
waiting to see me; they tokl me their managers had given Cheib orders 
not to come to the chapel any more, and that thi» order had been gived 
to all the negroes in the neighbourhood ;- they said the order^WM frMi 
the Fiscal, and was carried from one plantation to another by a man in 
a red jacket ; they were in a good deal of trouble ; I told them to be 
easy; that I did not believe the order was frdm the Flsoal, aud^that f 
would try to &id out what it was, and to get it altered, i went over to 
Mr. H. who told me that it was nothing but a request from Dr.iM^urkv 
that the managers would keep their negroes from the chapel. -TheTea^ 
son which M'Turk assigned to me this evening for bis* conduct is, that 
be don't know but the small-pox may be latent in the estate.'' 

The witness (M; MTurk,) further deposed, ^M am a medical man; 
I do not practise it at present for plantation Le Resouvenir, but I did at 
that time. I had reasons to believe the disease to be • latent on the 
estate about the 24th of December; two cases were in the negrO-^ 
houses which had not been reported, but which, being medical attend- 
ant, I discovered by chance. The circumstance of their going through 
the disease in the negro-houses rendered it, most assuredly, probable 
that any negroes coming there would catch it." 
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NINTH DAY, Wedkesbay, 32d October. 
The Court metji pursoant to adjoomment. 

MICHAEL M'TURK heing again called in, deposed as follows : 

** The measures vhioh I adopted for continuing the restriction on the 
chapel were approved of by GoyemmMil}. I aia aware of thif, beoaii»e^ in 
donse^ence df the Fiacal b&Bg.mk oa ki» estate^ I bad no answer to ray 
eomoHmtcalicaB so soon! as< I. conld etxpeet^ and wishing to idlow Mr* Siaith 
to preach as soon as possible, I addressed a letter in my capacity aa 
bnrgher^captain to Dr, Walker^ .the then officer of health in this colony. 
He replied to my communication, stating that it was tinsafe to allow the 
negroes of theneig^bontwig oitat^s 1»o freijpient the chapdi on plantation Le 
Resou?enir, as he considered the small-poK had by no means left that 
estate, This lefler li^warded to Ihe £rst ¥isc9k, with my remarks. I then 
nsoeured ordorsfrom the fir/st.Fiacal to pot ihe recommendation of Dr. Walker 
into effect, which were, that I should instruot the medical attendant of that 
property to esiamine all the negeoes twic6, allowii^ eight days to interyene 
Dtttween each examuiation. This I did accordingly ; the negroes behaying 
terf disobediently, only about two-thirds of them appearing on the first ex* 
aamatiou; and at the eecond, no mere than five or. six. 

I communicated to Mr. Van Coatea, the attorney of the estate, the con*- 
doct of the negroes, who requented, that J would have a third examination 
made, which was accordingly done, and certificates granted that the smalls- 
pox had disappeared from that estate. ' Ti^eae certificates Mr. Van Coeien 
forwarded to the Fiscal, and I was instructed ^o take ofiT the restriction. 
The restripUon applied solely to the chapeL on i^ Resouvenir, it did i^ot at 
all prevent the prisoner preachiqg.to the negroes on other estates. Subse- 
quent to the revolt, I gave orders to lieutenant Nurse concerping the priso- 
ner ; I requeited lieutenant Nurse to repair to. plantation Le Resouvenir, and 
tbere to desire the attendance and services of Mr. Smith on plantation Feli*' 
city, as the accounts I continued toreceive^ both with regard to the intention 
and number of the inanrgents, made, it absolutely nec^sary to have every 
person within my command to repel them. This was on the 21st August. 
I gave orders respecting bis papera, which were to seal them up^ in the 
event of his refushig to comply, but, not otherwise. He did not return with 
lieutenant Nurse, in obedience to those orders ; lieutenant Nurse reported 
that he refused to comply with my orders. 

Questions by ihe Pmoaer.— How many cases of small-pox were there 
upon plantation Le Resouvenir in the latter end of 1819 1 — Six reported, 
and two not reported* 

What do you mean by saying, that theordeni you received from the Fis- 
cal, and which you conveyed to the prisoner, were partially observed by the 
prisoner for three weeks ?-^me people attended service at the chapel from 
Vryheid's Lust. 

Who are those people P — I don't know thdr names* 

Did you ever correspond with any other person than the prisoner, the 
Fiscal, and Dr. Walker, concerning the restriction in consequence of the 
small-pox on Le Resouvenir ? — I did. 

With whom i'-^M r. Van Cooten, the attorney of the estate, in conse- 
quence of a letter he addressed to me. 

Did you not write to Mr. UamiUon^ihen the manager of that estate ?— 1 
did also. 
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Did yon receive anj letter from him oii the subject f— I did. ^ 

How long did the smatl-pox actually continue oil Le IteftouViinir ? — The 
time is 80 great that I cannot recollect, but to the best of my recollection 
it was there in October, and th« restriction contintted till 29th January.^ 

Where were the negroes that were infected placed P --Those that were 
reported were placed in a house aboi^t 300 roodfs from the back dam of the 
Estate. • i ! • . . ' .. 

What became of that hoUi^fe ^— I burnt it. " 

Whei^ did yoii bdrn it?— I catinot recdt^ct the pei'tod'; It was after I 
conceived thoi^e who were placied there dould no longer communicate the 
disease. ' • 

Was it before the conversation on 24th December P— I cannot recollect^ 
but I rather think it was. 

Did the two cases of small-pox, not reported, occur before or after the 
house was bnrnl ? — Previous* 

When the house was hurntj did you makenio remark, or give any opinion 
as to eracJicalioii of the disease ?— None whatever; the manager was (rbvH 
home when the house was burnt. ' ' 

After the hotJbfe was biirnt, and you uexi saw the manager, did you not 
declare that the disease had disappeared^ or words to that effect?—! stated 
to the manager that it had disappeared as far as regarded those that had 
been set apart; hut with regard to those that had remained in the negro. 
houses, f considered it as liable to produce infection as ever. 

Were not all the negroes who had been ill, at that time cured ? — I could 
not tell; I have reasou to helitjve the contrary. 

Will you state those reasons? — From the circumstance of finding some 
of the negroes unreported. ' 

Had you not, as the medicat attendant^ as well as burgher-cftptain, free 
access to all the negro-houses ? — I had not : as burgher-captain, 1 go when 
itoutred; as medical attendant, I do the same. 

What do yon mean by some of the negroes unreported ? — ^The laws o/ 
the colony re)|uire that all cases of smalUpox should be reported to the 
burgher-captaiUy uud^r a penalty of/. 3000 for each offence ; and In these 
tw6'cases that was not complied with ; I found it out' by accident myself. 
How many orders did you issue, or were issued through you, to the ma- 
nagers of other estates during the time of the small-pox P— Two .1 am aware 
of; I do not recollect any more at this time^ The orders were not addressed 
to naahagers, but to the persons in charge of the estate. 

Will you state what was the first order? — [The first order produced to 
the Court, and read. The witness stated that the drder produced was 
signed by only half the estates within his district; a similar order had 
also been sent to the other half up the coast.] The signatures at the foot 
of the order by the different estates are an acknowledgment of their having 
received it. 

Before this, had any order, to your knowledge, issued to prevent tlie 
negroes of other estates from coming upon plantation Le Resouvenir gene- 
rally ? — I am not a.ware of any. 

Did Dr. Walker visit the estate, and ejtamine into the matter upon %he 

estate, before he gave you the directions you have stated to the Court ?•-— 

He did not : he gave no directions ; he ga$re an opinion. 

Do yon know from what Dr. Walker forked his opinbn P-^I do. 

Will you state it P — From the circumstance of jny having found negroes 

unreported in the negro-houses, and as that house could not be burnt with- 
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out btrning othera, it was imposgiUeio preyeni conmanicfttioii ; so Ibei^ 
was every reason to believe the small-pox must still be on the estate* Thai 
was the represeii|atii>n I made to Dr. Walker^ and be gave bis opioi/sa it 
was correct^ and recommended that the liegrqes should be examined twice. 

Did yon not, in compliance with ^r. Van Cooten's order, go on a Sun-f 
day rooming to inspect the negroes, and before they could be got together, 
return without doing it ? — I went by Mr. Van Cooten's orders, pr rather by 
appointment, with him to examine t)ie negroes the second time. On my 
way thither, I met with a number of the negroes belonging to plantation Lf 
Resouvenir, on the side line betw.een plantatio^v JP^jiciW aod that estate; 
they had. passes from their manager^ Mr. Hamilton* ^en I went to Uiat 
estate, to the mauager^s bouse, I found Mr, Hamilton in his nigllt-gown ; 
and on asking him why he gaviO these negroes passes, when he must be 
aware that the negroes were to be examined that morning, he observed, that 
the negroes had come all there in a body that morning, protesting against 
any such examhiation. I desired him to call the list pf the negroes of the 
estate, and we went to the end of the carpeuter's-lodge fbr that purpose. 
I waited nearly an hour, s^/iding the drivers occasionally to call up. the 
negroes; they would not come; they stood in the ii&i^ra-houae doors, 
I called to them myself, and they would nr>t obey me^ and only five or six 
out of nearly 400 negroes made their appearauce. I sent a certificate to 
that effect to Mr. Van Cooten^ together yitlh a letter, statiug the improper 
conduct of the negroes ; and, as Mr. Vau Cooten found tl^t the restriction 
laid upon tlie chapel of Le Resouvenir could not be removed by tbat certi^ 
ficate, he consequently requested I would examine the negioes on the foI« 
lowing morning, making the third examination ; which I refused to do, un- 
less he or some other person would be present whom the negroes would 
obey. Mr. Van Cooten attended himself on the foHowiag mornbg, when 
the examination took place.. The negroes on the eitate, on llie Sunday mon^ 
in^, as I, was going to the manager's house^ pelted me with sticks and hard 
mud, and used most abusive language. 

bid you mention to Mr. Van Cooten, or to any. one else, that the negroes 
pelted youp«— Idid, and Mr. Van Cooten promised to punish the indivi- 
dnals; he. communicated by letter, and the originat is here, i likewise 
reported that the negroes pelted me, to thp first Fiscal. 

During the small-pox did you give the manager of Le Resouvenir any 
order to prevent the negroes of Le Resouvenir from going upon other 
estates, or from coming to town^ by refusing them pasaes, or otherwise ?-^ 
None, that I recollect. . ,*" 

How do yon know that people from Vryheid's Lu&t attended the chapel 
during that time P — From having opportunity of seeing th«m myself^ 

' Yon said you had a. discretionary power with respect to the continuance 
of the restriction laid on the chapel ; did you inform tbe prisoner of that 
circumstance P — He was aware of it by the circular that went round. 

tVho communicated that circular, or its contents, to the prisoner?— II 
was sent round from estate to estate^ as all other circulars are ordered to 
be sent round. 

Is the prisoner a part of tbe estate^ so tbat all communications to the 
managers must be made known to him P— Most assuredly ; it cannot be 
supposed that the burgher-captains can communicate to every individual 
on the estate. 

By what road would you' go from your dwelling-house on plantation 
Felicity to the dwelliog-bpuse of the prisoner oil Le Resouvenir, lo make 
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tile difltotto^ 6n\f ftboiit MO^rawfei P-^-^Ami iBTi hovM aemhrihe-K^k^ in 
.the trench, it i» scarcely 9(IB:iiiDi8» 

Did you give LienieBaiil Naine any ordem reiptcting Mrs, Snilli ?*^ 
did ; that she would havef?ery proper atielitioii at my house if she wished 
to reraaia there ; bat if she wished to go to town, slie should hare a proper 
escort to take her there, or any where else she might wish to go to as a 
place of safety. 

Have you stated all the conTcrsatioii that passed between the prisons 
and yon on 24^ December f — Not all. 

How do yow know that tlMre were negroes with Qo»ina when he was 
shot P— *From seeing them standing by htm when I went there, and the 
report of the iodhridnal who shot him. 

Were yon with the expedition at the time when Qnaaina was shot ?-^ 
Yes. 

Questions by the Court, — Did you observe any number of negroes going 
to chapel more than common on the Sunday before the revolt ? — A great 
number more than usual. 

Were you at home on Sunday before the. revolt ?-^I was; I diaed at 
Chateau Margo that day. 

Did you receive any communication from the prisoner on Sunday evening, 
or at any time relative to an intended rising ?— Not at all. 

What are your duties as a barghep-captain P--*They are difficult to 
define. I am a known public officep, and have the oomBMHl of the district. 

Do you receive any pay ibr those duties P — None. 

So long as the small-pox was on the eslate^r had you any power which 
would justify your disobeymg or deviating f^om the Fisoal'a ordera?*-^ 
None whatever ; 1 considered myself bound to obey them. 

Is the smsll*^ox a very dangerous disease in l^iis climate when it finds its 
way on an estate P — ^I should suppose it very dangerooa. 

Although a person is apparently cured of small-pox» as to any outward 
appearance, may not the infectious or contagions powers of the disease 
remain i — Most assaredly ; even for months. 

Is it more dangerous here than in Europe ? — I should suppose it is. 

You have stated that Mr. Smith addressed you- in a very violent maimer 
on 24th December, 1819 ; pray explain this. — ^The conversation was a very 
desultory one : Mr. Smith observed rather rudely, among other things, 
that it did not matter to him whether he preached to one or a hundnd 
negroes; for *' I am not paid by the head, as yoaare.'' He used every 
kiad of language to irritate my feelings, and he said, ^' I know, sir, that 
yon accuse me of taking money from the negroes; can yon prove it, sir P 
I know, sir, if yon could, you would. Do you know, sir, what Christmas 
means ^** and many other questions of a similap nature. 

[The Court adjourned until ten o'clock to«morraw morning. 



TENTH DAY, October 23d. 

The Court met pursuant to a^oamment 

SEATON^ a negro of Success, says he understands the mUure of an 
oath ; was duly sworn. 

I belong to Success ; I attend Bethel Chapel, where the prisoner 
preaches : I am a member and. deacon ; I have known the negroes give 
fowls to the prisoner ; I gave a duck and a fowl at different times : I 
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never .g«ve more^ .mum negeoes gjlve dpckt «id fowis^fn Ihi^t witrV 1 
remember the. Sunday before the reyolt began, X was on th« middle 
-walk of Success on that day; there were not a great many persons; 
some came from up the coast towards Mahaica, some from Le Besou- 
Tenir, and from the several estates from Le Besouvenir to Mahaica ; 
ihey were making a bargain there about the rising. I saw Quamina 
tiiere^ he was not there when I first went, I mean Quainina, of Success ; 
he had been at Mr. Smith*s house, I know that, because I left him 
there; Bristol was there with Qusutnina. The agreement about the 
rising was m^de before Quamina came to Success middle walk. When^ 
Qnamina first came hie would not join in the agreement ; he said Mr. 
Smitli told him he must not rise. After the people had heatd what 
Quamina said, they would not agree with him ; the people still persisted 
in their intention to rise ; the meeting lasted aboqt a quarter of an Hour, 
After the meeting Quamina went back to Mr. Smith's houses I saw him 
go in myself; I« did not see Bristol at the middle walk ^at day ; I did 
not see him after he went into Mr. Smith's house with Quamina* I saw* 
Manuel that day, he went to the middle walk of Success with me. Hie 
revolt began at Success ; many of the negroes of Success were engaged 
in it. After the taking of Jack, every one rose together ; I mean alK>ut 
four or five o'clock in the afternoon on Monday; Quamina was takes 
with Jack; Quamina was engaged in the revolt after it took place. 
Jack and Quamina were leaders, Paris, Jack, of Vigilance, Joseph, of 
Bachelor's Adventure, and Telemachus; cannot remember anymore; 
there were a great number of them ; all these leaders attended Mr. 
Smith's chapel. I did not remain on Success all the time of this revolt; 
I left it on hlonday evening; I went to the front; I went from Success 
to Plantation Triumph ; I saw some of the rebels there, but not many ; 
amonff them I saw many, besides those mentioned, go to chapel. I 
saw l£e negroes attack the white people at Triumph ; they wanted to 
take up the manager and overseers, and to put them in the stocks, but 
Jack forbid it. I saw the white people in the stocks at Nooten Zuyl ; 
one man had a gun at Triumph, and the rest had cutlasses, and I saw 
a large party with guns who went on before ; Joseph was one of the 
party; I returned to Success on Wednesday; I saw Quamina there 
a-back ; I saw him there all day till the evening, and saw him again the 
following morning, Thursday ; something was said on the middle walk 
of Success on the Sunday before the rising about taking the guns. 

Jack and Quamina said, and the rest agreed to it, that they should 
take the gnns from the white people and then drive them to town ; every 
thing was agreed upon on Sunday at Success, in readiness for beginning 
on Monday evening ; they then agreed to rise on that Monday evening ; 
this was before Quamina left the meeting to go to Mr. Smith's the second 
time; the whole plan was laid before Quamina left the meeting. 

Cro88-€xamined by the prisoner. — Have you been instructed by any 
one to say what you have just told the Court ? — ^"0. 

Have you ever told any one before what you have just told the 
Court? — I have been examined before at Mrs. Menten's, by Mr. 
Smith, Judge Advocate. 

Was what you so told put down in writing ? — Yes. 

Have you since seen or heard what was so put down in writing ? — I 
saw the paper at the time, but not since ; it has not been read to me. 
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MRi J. L. SMITH, jMnion AmtUmt JwSge Advoettie, wu here 
iioonty that a question might be put to hitkfrom the Comi. 

' Hare you examined the witnesses for the purposes of this prosecution ? 
— Ilhaye examined several of them, and the witness is one. 

Have vou attempted to mislead or instruct the witnesses as to die 
evidence 7 — As a witness here^ I must answer. No ; but I should think 
on ordinary occasions such a question too degrading to be put to me. 

[The Court observed that uie two prece£ng questions were put for 
die purpose of protecting the Judge Advocate from the imputations 
attempted to be tnrown upon him by the Prisoner.] 

The cross-examination was here resumed* 

Questions by the prisoner. — How many times did Quamina go to the 
prisoner on the Sunday to which you aHode ? — I know he went twice^ 
once firom the chapel, and once from the Middle Walk. 

At what hour did the meeting at Success Middle Walk take place? 
— About two o'clock ; but I am not a great judge of time. 

After what service was it that Quamina went to Ae prisoner? — After 
the noon service. 

Where did you go after the noon service ? — I went to the Middle 
Walt 

Who were present with Quamina and the prisoner, when Quamina 
wenttotheprisoaerafter noon service?— We three; Quamina, Bristol, 
and myself. 

Was no one else present with Mr. Smith, but Quamina, and Bristol, 
and yourself? — ^I don*t recollect seeing any one; I did not stay long; 
after putting a question I went away ; Mrs. Smith was Uiere. 

How many times were you present iu Mr. Smith's house with 
Quamina and Mr. Smith on that Sunday? — Only once with Quamina. 

Whilst you were present with <tuamlna and Mr. Smith, did you h^ar 
anyconversation between them ? Yes. 

Will yon state it ? — Quamina went there, to Mr. Smith, and asked him 
about this paper ; Mr. Smith said yes ; '* that the paper is come out-^ 
that the paper had com6 out so fieir as to break the drivers ; and that no- 
body should be licked any more again ; and that if any body should be 
lidsed, it would be by their masters, or their managers ; and if any thing 
more than that, they were to be confined.'' After 1 had heard that, Qua- 
mina told me tq^o away to the Middle Walk of Success, to stop the 
peodb till became, and I went with Manuel to stop them. 

Was there any thing said about freedom having come oiit from England 
for &e negroes ? — No. 

How long was it after you got to Success Middle Walk, before Qua- 
mina came there ?— -About a quarter of an hour. 

Did Quamina tell you, in the hearing of Mr. Smith, to go to Success 
Middle Walk ? — Quamina and myself were in the gallery, and Mr. Smith 
in the hall ; I cannot say if Mr. Smith heard. 

Did any one, at the time of which we are now speaking, leav^ Mr. 
. Smith's house with you ? — No body went with me from Mr. Smithes house ; 
I fell in with Manuel on the wav to Success Middle Walk. 

In what part of Success Middle Walk was die meeting ? — Near the 
Cocoa Nut Tree ; you caa see the house from where we met, but the 
people at the house cannot see us, because of the canes. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



37 

At wImiI hour ili<l thcMUMtliig break up t— About three or four o'clock ; 
but I cannot Judge of thne. 

Where did you go immediately aft#r the meetiog broke op ? — ^Each 
went home to iiis own place^ but I went with Quamina to Mr. Smith's ; 
I did not go into the house with Quamina. 

After yau got home where did you then go ?— I went to my house, got 
roy supper, and went to sleep. 

What did Quamina go to JVIr. Smith's for, the second time? — He did 
not tell me properly what he meant to «(|y to Mr. Smith, but he told me 
on the way there that he did not know what toisay to Ooodlu^k to stop 
him from going on ; he said, if he could only get any person that same 
night, he would send hhh to Jack, t6 stop the people over the coast at 
Mahaicaside. 

Whilst Quamina went into Mr. Smith's house, where did you go ?— 
I went to the neffro-houses, to a negro wdman named Asher, for some 
corn which was left there. 

Did you see Quamina aAer he came out of Mr. Smith's house that 
night or afternoon^ when you and Quamina went there, as you say, from 
the meeting in the Success Middle Walk ? — I and he went home together 
m£b9rwards» 

Where did you meet Quamina to go home with him from Mr. Smith's 
house, at the time mentioned in the laat questions ?*«-*-I Was walking through 
the yard, when Quamina seeing me, came out, and we Went home 
toffedier. 

Was it dark or light when Quamina went into, and left, Mr. Smith's 
house, before you went home together ?-^— It was not dark at either time* 

How long before the sun went down ? — Mot yery long. 

Did you and Quamina, on that occasion, go straight home, and if yea, 
did you get home before the sun was down ? — We went straight home, 
and the sun was just down after we got home. 

Questions by the Court. — Were- Jack*, of Snccess, Quamina, Paris, 
Jack, of Vigilance, Joseph and Telemachns, either deacons or teachers ? — 
Jack, of Success, a teacher ; Qnamina, a deacon ; Jack, of Vigilance, a 
teacher ;. Joseph and Tdemachus, teachers; Paris I don't know. 

Did Quamina make use .of Mr, Smith's name on his going back to Mr. 
Smith's house after the meeting T-rVes ; he told me he was going back 
again to Mr. Smith. 

Was Quamina^rtl, second, or tkird deacon of Bediel Chapel ?-i-*Flrst. 

How far was Mr. Smith from you when Quamina told you to go to 
Success Middle Walk to stop the n^proes ?--* About ten yards. 

Did Quamina speak lower than common when he gave you the order ? 
— Not lower than common; neither high nor low. 

Who is Goodluck ? — He belongs to a black man of the name of Peter 
M^Clure. 

What was the purport of QuasMna's first visit from the chapel to the 
prisoner 7 — He went to ask Mr. Smith about the letter that had come out 
ffiom home* 

JOHN BAILEY, duly sworn, depo^d: 

1 was seryant to Mr. Chapman, ordnance store-keeper. I left his ser- 
yice about two months ago, a week after this revolt, the rising of the 
negroes on a Monday night ; it broke out the 17th or 18th August On 
No, 3*. D 
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that night, my master directed me to ffo to Mr. Qof^y's house, to drive 
his carriage up the coast, with a detachment of six men> and an officer of 
the 21st redment. I drove them up as far as Le Kesouvenir, and could 
not get farUier in consequence of the bridge being broken down. There 
were three other carriages with soldiers in them. President Wray*s, 
Colonel Goodman's, and Mrs. Hewling*s carriage. Colonel Goodman's 
own coachman, John Aves, drove his carriage. When we got to the 
brokeq bridge the soldiers alighted, and we were at a stand to know what 
to do. The soldiers went on across the broken bridge ; we retucned back 
with the carriage, and went to Le Resouvenir. We went into that estate ; 
we saw the prisoner ; he was in his own room up stairs ; he was looking 
through the glass of the window ; the other coachman, John Aves, kept 
along with me. After we had put the horses in the stable we went to 
look at the carriages. After we came to the carriages, the prisoner came 
down, opened the door, and asked us in. We went in; John Aves, two 
black men, who drove the other carriages, and myself. When 1 went in 
first, I said, " What piece of work is all this ?" he, the prisoner, asked 
me what I meant by a piece of work ; I said, " about the negroes rising; 
and it is every extraordinary we should not hear of it in town before it 
came to the point He answered, and said, " Why, I have known about 
this these six weeks 1 " " It is something very strange," said I, " we 
could not hear any thing of it in town, and you knew of it six weeks ago ! " 
I asked him then what he thought the grievance was. He said, *^ he 
could not blame the negroes much, for they were worked day and night, 
and all Sunday ; and that the manager on that estate had given a cat to 
the drivers as well as a whip; and not allowed them to go to chapel ; and 
that there are to be no negroes flogged in the field, and no women to be 
flogged at all ; only to be put in the stocks. He had papers in his house 
to that effect from home." I asked him what time this disturbance took 
place ; he said, ** about seven o'clock, when they came from their work." 
He said, *' he had been busy writing all day, and had merely walked 
out about half-past six o'clock, to stretch his legs ; and there he saw the 
negroes well-armed with muskets, cutlasses, and things like pikes. That 
fifty able negroes had surrounded the manager's house, and taken six 
muskets, and what ammunition they could get." He said, " the two 
overseers ran to him for protection ; the manager was away." I asked 
him if he was not afraid to stop in the house alone, he said, *' No, they 
did not trouble such people as him." The two black people were there 
during this conversation ; the one I believe belongs to Mr. Robertson, 
the otner is the President's coachman. 

Questions by the Prisoner. — Did the prisoner say that he knew, six 
weeks before, that the revolt would break out, or did he say that he ap- 
prehended it ? — He said he knew of it ; that was the word he used. 

Did the prisoner make any, and what, allusion to newspapers from 
hoipc ? — No. 

On your oath, did not the prisoner say, ** that as soon as he had read the 
papers,*' he knew that the revolt would take place, or words to that 
effect ? — I don't recollect such words. 

Have you been intimate with the prisoner? — No; I never saw him 
before that night, to the best of my knowledge. 

Did the prisoner state how he knew, six weeks before, that the revolt 
would take place ? — No. 

Were John Aves and the two black jnen present, and in hearmg, during 
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ail the conversation betwe^ yourself and ibe prisoner ? — They were in 
the room all the time ; it was a small room. 

JOHN AVES, duly sworn, deposed: 

I am coachman to colonel Goodman ; I remember the 18th August last 
past; I was, oo that night, on plantation Le Resouvenir; I was in Mr. 
Smith's house ; the prisoner, Mr. Chapman's groom, Bailey, the Presi- 
dent's man, Cornelius, and Mr. Robertson's man were there. Conversa- 
tion took place while I was there ; I said to Mr. Smith, ^* This is a ter- 
rible thing, the negroes rising in this manner ! " he said, *' This was a 
thing which has been expected these six weeks." I asked him what time 
this began, he told me, " he supposed about seven o'clock in the even- 
ing ; that the negroes, some of them, rung the bell, and some blowed the 
shell, and that was the alarm. vAbout fifty strong able men went round 
the manager's house, and demanded the arms of the house ; they did not 
wish to harm the manager, but wanted the arms out of the manager's house, 
and they got six muskets out of his house." He said the two overseers 
came over to him for protection ; I asked him what the negroes wanted ; 
he said, '< they wanted their Saturday and Sunday;" he said, '' there 
was an order sent out from Government that all whips were to be laid 
down, no whips to go in the field ; the whips were to be hung up in the 
manager's house ; and if they did any thing, complaint was to be made to 
the manager, and he was to punish them, if he saw fit; instead of that, 
the manager on that estate gave the driver cats with the whip, and he 
said he would use them while he was able ; he had papers in his house to 
that effect." 

(Questions by the Prisoner.) — Who held the conversation vnth Mr. 
Smith? — Sometimes T asked a question, sometimes Mr. Bailey, who 
drew a chair next to him, and I walked about. 

Did you hear all the conversation between Mr. Smith and Mr. Bailey 
on that evening ? — No, I did not. 

When you first vrent in, and the conversation about the revolt com- 
menced, were you present and in hearing ? — I was. 

Was Bailey present, and in hearing of all the conversation that passed 
between you and Mr. Smith ? — He was in the room, and must have been 
within hearing. 

Was Bailey present, or in hearing, when Mr. Smith told you, '* this is 
a thing that has been expected these six weeks ?" — Yes, he was in the 
room with me. 

Did you, during that evening, hear Mr. Smith say that he had knoum 
of the revolt for six weeks ? — No, I do not recollect any such words. 

In what tone of voice did Mr. Smith speak on^hat evening ?— He spoke 
in a very low manner ; I never heard him speak before or since. 

Could he be heard all over the room in which you, and he, and Bailey 
were talking ?-^I don't think so ; he spoke in a very low manner. 

Had you and Bailey afterwards any conversation relative to what 
passed on that evening at Mr. Smith's ? — Bailey said he thought he, 
(Mr. Smith) was a very curious sort of a gentleman ; he said he asked 
Mr. Smith if he was not afraid to stop there by himself; Bailey said he 
told him ^' they did not trouble such people as him ; " I made answer, 
** that I supposed him to be some methodist parson, or some such thing 
asdiat." 

d2 
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Did Bailey tell you that Mr. Smith had said, '' he, (Mr. Smith, bad 
known of the revolt six weeks before.?*^— Bailey told me so. 

Had you and Bailev any difference of opinion as to whether Mr. Smith 
had -said he knew of tne reVoH, or had said it wa^ a thiiig4o bi^ eifpected^ 

When was it that Bailey first toM you ^mI Mr. Smith had «aid be 
knew of the revolt sixwedls before?-*^! ^kik tl was the neixt maimng, 
but am not^^positiye. ' ^ . ^ 

[The Court was adjourned fun til ten o^dock the n^t day. 



ELEVENTH DAY, October 24th. 

Thx Court met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

THOMAS ROBSON, Mus^orff,4^osed: 

I am a medical practitioner, I reside in Cumingsburg, George Town^ I 
know die residence of his ' excellency the Governor, and his honour the 
President, the quarters of lieutenant-colonel Leahy and the garrison; the 
road from the east coast into town goes near all these places ; a person 
coming ^m the east coast into town must pass near colonel Leahy's 
quarters, and near the others, unless he comes on foot. I remember die 
18th of August last. I saw the prisoner on that day, at my house, between 
the hours of seven and eight in the morning ; I presume he came to my 
door in a chaise^ as his chaise was at my door all the time ; he came to 
consult me professionally* 

jJACKY R^ED^ ne^ro, of Dochjbur, understand* the nature of anpatb^ 
duly sworn, deposed: 

I belong to plantation Dochfour ; I attend Bethel Chapel ; I am a mem- 
ber of that chapel ; my master never prevented the negroes attending that 
chapel ; I n^vet knew any of tlie negroes of thai estate punished for going 
to chapel, or ill treated by the manager; there were meetings on that 
estate ; my master allowed us to keep prayer meetings on that estate ; he 
said I might keep prayer meetings at any time, provided I did liot allow 
strangers to come there, ^ikeither myself to go abroad; I have mentioned 
this to the prisoneTf Mr. Smith ; he said, it was very well, but it was no 
harm to go abroad, or to teach strangers on the estate. I was sent to 
Orange Nassau by Mr, Smith, lie said there Were a good many Christians 
there, and they had staid away from chapel ; he told tne to go, but not to 
take any book with me, or catechism, and not to go in the face of the 
manager ; to walk in any way so as the manager should not see me to 
ask any questions. He said, when I go, I must call for ^e teacher, and 
let him first offer up prayer, and sing a hymn, . and then I must read a 
chapter to the people, any chapter that I think relates to the purpose, and 
to ask the people why they do not atteiid the chapel; I did accordingly. 
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A man Aamed QuainkM, belongfaag toNooteft Zva\ went wMk me ; he mm 
not B member of the chapel, but he attended the <msq>el. I know Quamiii% 
0iS\us9emt he^vmB a corpeirter on the estate ^ I know his son- Jack, b& was 
a eoo|ier ; I peceiRred one ktttor from Jack the Sunda^r mght before tik^ 
rising o£ the negroes ; I have not that letter, I sent it by Gnildlbrd to 
MrU &9khf • the prisoner ; GiriMferd befongs to I>o<;hfear ; I sent it with 
a letter from myself; I sent it on Monday about half-past two o'ielock ; I 
sent it, because I did not approve of the contents of Jack's letter ;; I sent it 
to die prisoner, because the letter of Jack Gladstone was written by the 
members of Bethel chapel. I received an answer to my letter from the 
prisoner, the same Monday night about half-past nine o'clock ; I have not 
that answer, I gave it to my master ; whai Ctuild^d gavB it to me, I was 
on guard, and I took it just as it was to my master ; I did not read it ; the 
letter produced is like it ; Guildford brought back the answer. 



JOHH G.TXEAD, duly fworny deposed: 

T am a resident of this colony ; I reside at Dochfour, on the east coast ; 
there is a negro on that estate. named Jacky; I remember the 18th of 
August last ; I saw Jacky on the night of that day ; he gave me a paper^ 
the paper produced^ marked' No. 7, is the one he gave me ; I am an aid- 
de-camp to his Excellency the commander-in-chief and lieutenant go vernor» 
and in that capacity I was sent to the prisoner on Thursday or Friday, 
about the first week's sitting of the court-martial, to ask him for a letter 
which had been written and sent on the Monday of the insurre^ction by 
Jacky Reed to the prisoner, which letter enclosed a letter from Jack Glaor 
stone to Jacky Reed \ Jack Gladstone belongs to Success, h^ is the son 
of Quamina ; the prisoner acknowledged that the letter had been brought 
to him bv a negro Guildford, belonging to Dochfour, but toU. me he had 
destroyed it afler reading it ; he further acknowledged thiit he had returned 
a written answer to Jacky Reed, by the negro Guildford. I told him that 
his answer had been placed in my hands on t^e evening it was writteni and 
that I had then a copy o£it about me ; he begged me to favour him with a 
sight of it ; I did so; he read it attentively, and xetumed it, saying, that he 
bdieved it was a verbatim copy of that he had written. I said to the 
prisoner, " I am a&aid you have been preaching very improper doctrine 
to the negroes, as it appears that the principal members of your diapel 
have been leaders in this insurrection;" to this, he replied, "when I have 
been preatbing, I have sometimes wished to illustrate what I was saying by 
reference to the situation of a manager or overseer on an estate, and when I 
have finished my discourse, I have asked some of the most intel%ent of my 
hearers to explain what I have been sayings and they have told me that I 
have been abusing the manager and overseer.** The prisoner then ob- 
served, that this was not the first insurrection that had taken place in the 
colony; I said it was an insurrection of a peculiar nature; he then re- 
marked that much blood had been ^ed at different periods in religious 
wars, or on account of religion. At the tii|ie of this conversation, Mr. 
Smith, the prisoner, was in the room of the colony-house, where he was 
confined. 

I canswear that the pqier produced by me to the prisoner, was an exuk 
copy of that now produced. 
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{Cron-examned hy the |>mofi^.}-— Did I not tell you what yon hare 
related, concerning my illustrating my remarks when preaching, by re** 
ference to the situation of managers or overseers, and my afterwards 
asking the negroes about what I had said, and that they told me that I 
was abusing the manager, as an instance of aptness of negroes to misun- 
derstand all that was said to them ?— It did appear to me that the prisoner 
wished to impress on my mind that if the negroes had acted rebelHously 
thev must have misunderstood his doctrine. 

(Questwas by the Court.) — What distance is Dochfour from Resouvenir f 
— I think about 15 miles. 

At what hour did Jacky give you that letter ? — It must have been some- 
where between the hours of eight and nine, I think. 



ALEXANDER STEVENSON, duly sworn, deposed: 

I reside in George Town, and am a printer ; I know the prisoner ; I 
should know his hand-writing were I to see it ; it is my belief that the 
paper produced is his hand-writing ; I have seen him write, and I have 
received letters from him. [The paper produced and read.] viz. " To 
Jacky Reed. I am ignorant of the affair you allude to, and your note is 
too late for me to make any inquiry. I learnt yesterday that some scheme 
was in agitation, but without asking questions on the subject, I begged 
them to be quiet, and I trust they will ; hasty, violent, or concerted mea- 
sures, are quite contrary to the religion we profess, and I hope you will 
have nothuig to do with them. Your*s for Christ's sake, J. S." 



JACKY REED, of Dochfour, re-called: 

I recollect the contents of the letter I received from Jack Gladstone 
which I sent to the parson ; viz. " My dear Brother Jacky, I hope you 
are well, and I write to you concerning our agreement last Sunday ; I hope 
you will do according to your promise ; 3iis letter is written by Jack 
Gladstone, and the rest of the brethren of Bethel chapel, and all the rest of 
the brothers are ready, and put their trust in you, and we hope that yon 
will be ready also ; we hope there will be no disappointment, either one 
way or the other ; we shall begin to-morrow night, at the Thomas, about 
seven o'clock." 

There was no name at the bottom. I will tell you as near- as I can 
recollect, the contents of the letter I wrote to the prisoner ; I said, ** Dear 
Sir, excuse the liberty I take in writing to you ; I hope this letter may 
find yourself and Mrs. Smith well. . Jack Gladstone has sent me a letter, 
which appears as if I had made an agreement upon some actions, which 
I never did ; neither did I promise him any thing, and I hope that you 
will see to it, and inquire of members, whatever it is they may have in 
view, which I am ignorant of, and to inquire aflter it, and know what it is. 
The time is detennined on for seven o'clock to night." My name was at 
the bottom of it. I gave my master a copy of it from memory. 

{Questions by the Cowr*.)—- Was Quamina of Nooten Zuyl sent to Orange 
Nassau with you by deure of Mr. Smith ?— No ; he was sent by Quamina, 
of Success : I was sent by Mr. Smith. 
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Where is Quamma, of Noofen Zuyl ? — I believe he is executed* 

Did the prisoner ever mark down any particular chapter in thie Bible 

for you to read? — He has; I cannot remember them now, but he has 

marked several chapters for me. 

What chapters did you read when you went to Orange Nassau? — I 

cannot rightly recollect now ; but I believe it was the sixth chapter of 

Epistle to the Romans, and the 136th hymn was sung. 

GUILDFORD, negro, of Dochfour, understands the nature of an oath, 

' ' sworn, deposed : 



I belong to Dochfour; I recollect the Monday when the rising took 
place, Jacky Reed, of Dochfour, gave me a note on that day about half- 
past two o'clock, to carry to Mr. Smith, the prisoner ; I did carry it ; I 
reached Mr. Smith's house a little before six o'clock ; I gave the letter to 
Mr. Smith, he gave me an answer ; I left his house with the answer about 
six o'clock, the sun was just down, I gave the answer to Jacky : when I 
got there I don't know what o'clock it was, but they had not gone to bed ; 
Jacky was on guard when I gave him the answer at our estate Dochfbur ; 
I did not see Jacky read it. 

(Question by the Court.) — Had the negroes risen on plantation Le Re- 
souvenir when you arrived at Mr. Smith's house ? — No. 



MITCHELL, a negro of Le Resouvenir, says he understands the nature of 
an oath ; duly sworn, deposed : 

I belong to Le Re^uvenir, aftd am horse-minder ; I was on Le Resoti'- 
venir on Monday night when the negroes rose ; the ftegro^s on that estate 
rose also. After they had taken the guns from the manager's hoU&e, they 
went away to the road. I saw Quamina, of Success, come on the estate 
the next morning (on Tuesday morning) ; I saw him pass along through 
the yard to Mr. Smith's ; I was in the borse-stable of the manager, Mr. 
Hamilton, at that time : I was alone when I saw Quamina ; when Doos, a 
house-boy, came from the water side, where he had been carrying break* 
fest for Mr. Hamilton, I told him so ; the prisoner is the Mr. Smith I 
mean : I have known Quamina, of Success, a long time ; from the time 
Mr. Vander Haas was on the estate. 

{Cross-exammed by the Prisoner.) — What time <mi the Tnesday morning 
was it that you saw Quamma ? — Shortly after sunrise ; the sun was not 
high. 

What yard was it that Quamina passed along ? — He came from the 
Company path towards the Success side, through some cabbage-trees, by 
a small path to Mr. Smith's yard ; I saw him come into the yard, but did 
not see him go out. 



DOOS, negrOf understands the nature of an oath ; duly smm, deposed ;: 

I belong to Le Resouvenir ; I was on the estate the night the revolt 
began ;. the negroes attacked the manager, Mr. Hamilton's house ; they 
came in the house ; at the time that Mr. Hamilton surrendered his arms 
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to the negroes, Mr. Smith was walking in the middle path; diis^ 
little after six o'clock ; the sun was down ; the prisoner came down from 
his house with Mrs. Smith, and stood before Mr, Hamilton's door ; they 
had been walking before, and did not come direct from their house to Mr. 
Hamilton's. 

The prisoner spoke to Mr. Hamilton at that time ; I ^on't know what 
he said, as I was not near enough ; the prisoner and his wife went away 
together. I was on the estate the next morning ; none of the men were 
about the yard of the estate. I know the groom, his name is Mitchell ; 
he was in the horse-stable. Mr. Hamilton was in the front house at the 
water side on that morning. I went to him there ; I carried his breakfast 
to him. I did not see Quamina, of Success, that morning : I saw Mitchell 
when I returned from carrying the breakfast ; he told me he saw Quamina 
come to Mr. Smith's : the distance between the manager's horse-stable 
and the prisoner's house is about the same as from here to St» Andrew^s 
church. 

{Cross-examined by the prisoner.) — ^Did you see negroes pushing Mr. 
Smith away from the manager's house ? — No. 



ANTJE, mulatto woman, understands the nature of an oath; duly sworn, 

deposed: 

I belong to Le Resouvenir ; I was on that estate the Tuesday after the 
Monday the revolt broke out ; I know the prisoner and his wife ; I saw 
Mrs. Smith on that day at her house between twelve and two o'clock, in 
the day ; she sent for me ; she asked me what was the matter, people 
were doing so. I said, I don't know ma'am, the people wish to get their 
Eberty i Mrs. Smkli said, the people did not behave well ; the black 
people could not ^gh% against wlutes ; she said she had been afraid the 
whole night, and had not slept ; I answered, I was so afraid too that I did 
not know where to go, either to the great house or the negro^house ; 
Mrs. Smith said, don^t be afraid, they won't hurt you ; then she went to 
lie down, and told me she wished to see Quamina or Bristol very much: 
I did^nt know any thing about it, but I then got a boy to send a-back to 
bring him, Quamina^ to the lady ; Andrew, of Le Resouvenir, was the boy 
I got to go a-back for Quamina; I told him same day ; Z saw Andrew 
again the next day ; m the night, he came and called me, and told me 
tliat Quamina had come ; I was at that time at ray house ; I went out and 
saw Quamina, 1 told liim good night, and Quamina said I must go and see 
if any one was in Mr. Smith's house ; Jenny Grant was in my house at 
that time J and when I went out she went with me ; Jenny Gh-ant is a free 
woman, and lives in town ; I went over to Mr, Smith's house and saw a 
lady there, Misa Kitty Stuart, a, cob woman. I went into Mr. Smith's 
house, and told Mrs. Smith diat Quamina had come, ^n I took the 
lady, Misa Kitty Stuart, to my house ; I only saw Mr. Smith 4n the house, 
besides Mrs. Smith and Miss Kitty Stuart; I only said to him good 
night, as I passed ; Mr. Smith was sitting on a sofe in khe hall, Mrs. Smith 
was in the front gallery ; Miss Kitty Stuart did not appear willing to go 
with me at first ; Mrs. Smith told me that I must take her over to my 
house, and she would not come ; I said. Come along with me so before 
you sit alone so. Mrs. Smith said she would not go to bed ; Mrs. Smith 
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said, dist if Miss Kitty Stuart would go over with me when she warned to 
go to bed, she would send to call her ; Mrs. Smith bid her go with me, 
she then went with me to my house, then I went to seek Quamina, but did 
.not meet with him ; I saw Quamina after that go before me into Mr. 
Smith's house ; Mrs. Smith stood at the door, and |i8 Quamina went in, 
she shut the door ; I went back then to my house. 

(Questions by the court,) — Was Mr. Smith there when Mrs. Smith was 
talking to Miss Kitty about going to your house ? — He was there, but he 
could'nt hear, because w^ were speaking secret. 

Was the door Mrs. Smith shut, the door of the room in which you saw 
Mr. Smith sitting on the sofa ? — He went in at the back door, near the 
kitchen. 

Did the door he went in at lead to the hall ?-~You go through that door 
to go to the hall ; there is another door to the halL 

What time of night was it when Andrew called you, and told you 
that Quamina was come ? — It was about eight o'clock ; but I am not very 
sure. 

Could Mr. Smith have heard you telling Mrs. Smith that Quamina had 
arrived ? — No, Mr. Smith did not hear. 



ANDREW, a negrOf understands the nature of an oath ; duly tmorn^ 

deposed : 

*^ I belong to plantation Le Resouvenir. I know An^e, who lives on 
the same estate ; I know Quamina, of Success. Antje gave me a message 
on Tuesday mcmiing, after the war began, to Quamina; the message was 
to tell Qiuunina that Mr. Smith want to se^ him, and was to tdl him 
'morrow. I did not see Quamina on Tuesday ; I saw him on Wednesday, 
and gave him the message on Wednesday morning, about eiglit o'clock. 
Quamina told me, " Yes;" and he came down on Wednesday night, 
about eight o'clock. I was standing in our coffee-piece when he canie, 
and I saw him : he came from Success ground, and spoke to me. He bid 
me good night, and asked if I brought the message to him ; I told liim, 
yes. The coffee-piece is at the back of the negro-houses, a small dist^iiice 
a-back £rom them. Quamina then went to Le Resouvenir's building ; 1 
followed him, and he told me I must go and call Antje, and I did. 1 went 
to my house after that, and I saw Quamina again that same night ; I saw 
him at the last negro-houses a^back ; he was coming from the front to go 
to the back, with a bottle in his hand. I went back with him. When we 
reached our ne^o-houses, I stayed there, and he went away. While 
Quamina and I were walking together, I carried the bottle ;' it was ftdl ; 
he told me it was porter. Quamina stayed a Igood full hour before he 
came back with the bottle. None of the negroes of that estate have 
porter. When I came down with Quamina and went back with him, 
CApido, of Le Resouvenir, was with us. When Quamina went away, he 
went straight towards Success. Quamina did not teU me where he got 
the porter ; he took it with him when he went away. 

[The Court adjourned till ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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TWELFTH DAY, October 25. 

The Court met this day, pursuant to adjournment. 

CUPIDO, negro^ understands the nature of an oath ; duly swom^ deposed : 

I belong to Le Resouvenir ; I was on that estate on Wednesday night, 
after the Monday when the war broke out. I know Quamina, of Success ; 
I saw him that night. I and Quamina, with Andrew, came from the back 
dam ; we came as far as the negro-houses of Le Resouvenir. Andrew 
went to call Miss Antje, to tell her that Quamina had come ; Quamina 
went away with Miss Antje. I sat down at the door-mouth of Romeo. I 
saw Quamina afterwards that same night ; he came back in about half an 
hour : he had a bottle in his hand ; he had not that bottle in his hand 
when he first came: I cannot say where he came from with the bot- 
tle. Myself and Andrew went a-back of Le Resouvenir, and Qua- 
mina went on to the back of Success.. Andrew carried the bottle 
a-back ; when Quamina went away, he took the bottle from Andrew, and 
took it away with him. We came from the back dam about seven o'clock; 
it was moonshine. 



JENNY GRANT, black, understands the nature of an oath, duly sworn ^ 

deposed : 

I live in town. I was di plimtation Le Resouvenir on Wednesday 
n^ht afler the Monday the revolt broke out. I know Andrew of that 
estate. I saw him that n^ht come to Miss An^e. I was sittii^ down at 
Ante's door. I saw Andrew come into Miss Antje's house, aiid then 
saw them both go out. I followed them, and peeped to see where they 
were going to. I saw them gomg and take a turn, and looking farther I 
saiw Quamina of Success on the dam ; as I peeped in his face he wished 
me good night, and then I spoke to him. He said nothing more to me ; 
I did not remain with Quamina after that ; I retreated back again to 
where I was sitting before. I have known Quamina a long time ; more 
than two or three years. I did not know at tliat time that Quamina had 
any thing to do with the revolt ; I had just come up from town to sell 
things. 



ELIZABETH, a negro girl, understands the nature of an oath, duly 

sworn, deposed : 

I belong to Plantation Industry ; I have been living lately with Mrs. 
Smith, the parson's wife; the prisoner is the Mr. Smith I mean. Y 
remember the night the negroes b^an to make war ; I was in the pri-^ 
soner's house that night ; I saw a man come there with a letter that night; 
I believe he came from Dochfour, it was after dinner when he came ; Mr. 
Smith dines about four o'clock ; the sun was almost down ; it was high a 
little bit. The man who brought the letter sat down a little time on the 
steps ; when the boy went away the prisoner went to walk a little bit in 
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tlie middle padi ; only Mrs. Smith was with him. The negroes rose on 
that night on that estate ; it was about seven o'clock when the rising 
began ; I was there on the Tuesday and Wednesday ; I know Quamina, 
of Success ; I saw Quamina in the parson's house on Wednesday night, 
inside of the hall I saw hin^ ; Mr. and Mrs. Smith were in the room with 
him : Mr. Smith was sitting in a chair close to a table ; Quamina stood a 
litde near him ; only those three were there at that same time ; Mrs. 
Smith remained in the room all the time that Quamina was there ; I did 
not see Mrs. Smith go to the front door; I heard Quamina and Mr. 
Smith talk together ; Quamina staid there longer than I have been here ; 
I saw him go out ; after Quamina went away, I saw Mrs. Smith, she told 
me I must not tell any body that uncle Quamina had been in the house, 
and that if I did tell any body she would lick me ; during this revolt I did 
not see any of the negroes come to trouble the parson's house, or any 
thing belonging to him. 

(Questions hy the court,) — Has the prisoner a boy-servant ? — Yes. 

Was Mr. Smith's horse in the stable when the man brought the note on 
Monday night ? — Yes, the horse was in the stable. 

Do you know the way to Dr. M*Turk's, at Felicity ? — Yes ; I do. 

Did you see the prisoner or his wife give any thing to Quamina, and 
what was it? — I did not. 

You say you saw Quamina go out, did ybn see any thing in his hand 
at that time ? — He had a bundle on a stick behind his back ; I did not see 
any thing else in his hand. 



KITTY GUMMING, blacky understands the nature of an oath, duly swam^ 

deposed : 

I live at Success, with Mr. Stuart ; I was at Success at the time the 
revolt broke out ; I did not remain there ; on the Wednesday evening I 
went over to Le Resouvenir, because the people of Success were all 
moving a-back, and I was afraid to remain there alone. I saw the pri- 
soner that night when I went to Le Resouvenir ; he was in his house, I 
was there too ; when I first went there I asked them to let me lodge there ; 
they said I was welcome, and I might stop there ; and while I was sitting 
down at the door, Antje came to me and said, " Miss Kitty, you are lone- 
some here, you had better come over and stop with me, tiU Mrs. Smith 
go to bed, and then she will send and call you." 

I was not at all wishful of going with her at first ; then Mrs. Smith said, 
" go over with An^e, and when I am ready to go to bed I will send and 
csul you," and I went with her ; I stopt away about an hour and a half; 
in that time Mrs. Smith sent to call me, and I went back. At the time I 
left Success, the negroes were all in confusion, going away, taking their 
things a-back. 



THOMAS NURSE, Lieutenant 1st Battalion Demerara Militia, duly 

sworn, deposed : — 

I was on duty at Felicity on the Thursday after the revolt broke out. 
Captain M'Turk was the o^cer commanding ; he gave me orders that day 
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to can on Mr. Smith, the prisoner, and require his immediate attahdance 
at Felicity, because the reports he continued to receive, respecting the 
strength and intentions of the insurgent negroes in the neighbourhood, 
were of so alarming a nature as to csSi for the assistance of every white 
and free-coloured person in the district, to bring them back to their alle- 
giance, and restore tranquillity to the country. I was also desired to state 
to the prisoner, that if he had no arms of his own, he should be supplied 
with them at the post at Felicity ; and that the duty he should be requirei 
to perform would be made as easy for him and comfortable as circumf 
stances would allow ; and with respect to his lady, she could, if she please49 
accompany him to Felicity, where a comfortable apartment would be pro- 
vided for her accommodation, and every respect a^d civility shewn her, 
or if she wished to be removed to George Town, or to any house or estate 
on the east coast, an cscutt of troops would be appointed to conduct her 
Uiere in safety- I delivered these orders to the prisoner in person at his 
residencet at plantation Le Reaouvenir ; his reply was, that he would not 
obey the orders of Captain M'Turk ; that he had no authority to issue such 
an order, and if he had he would not obey it, as his derical character and 
tocattouB exempted him &oni mil itia- duty. He concluded by saying, that 
be was much obliged to Captain M^Turk for his kind promises of civility 
to his lady and himself, but he should not avail himself of it r that tjieir 
circle of acquaintance wa^ small, and he had no wish that his lady should 
be removed from Le Resouvenlr, or to quit it himself, for that notwith-^ 
standing the disturbed state of the country, and of that estate in particular, 
on which there were no other whites than Mrs. Smith and himself, he con- 
sidered that he was as safe there as he would be in George Town, or in 
any other house or estate in the colony. I repeated my orders^ and findji^. 
that he persisted in disobeying them, I inquured of him whether he k^ew 
that martial law had been proclaimed by the Governor ? he replied that, he 
did. I then asked him if he had seen the proclamation ? he repUed that he 
had^ I begged to know if he had it at that time ; he answered in the a^ 
' finnative, and! asked him to shew it to me; he said he would, and quitted 
the room, went up stairs^ and returned with the proclamation, which I read 
to him, 1 reasoned with him on the impropriety of his conduct in refusing 
to obey Captain M*Turk*s order ; when he saw the law was now absolute, 
and admitted of no distinction, as appeared by the proclamation of the 
commander-in-chief. He persisted in his refosal to obey, and told me that 
for his part he did not know what martial law meant : that after he had 
read the general^s prockniation lie had referred to his encyclopedia for a 
definition of the term, martial law^ and when he read the explanation given 
of it in that work, he was just as wise as when he had finished the perusal 
of the general's proclamation. 

I again warned him of the consequences of his conduct, and requested 
that he would allow me to explain what martial law was, and perhaps he 
would understand better from me than he had done from his encyclopedia : 
he said he had no objection to hear my definition of it ; and when I had 
explained to him the positive and absolute nature of the law, and that it 
was his duty to comply with the orders of Captain M*Tiu:k, or of any other 
officer employed by the commander-in-chief, and that his clerical vocation 
did not exempt him, the inhabitants of the colony being called upon 
without distinction, to take up arms, he answered, ** I differ. Sir, from you 
in opinion; and I do not intend to join any militia corps or company, or 
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do any doty with them/' Captain Af 'Turk gave me orders, in die efmA 

of* lus refosal to join the post at Felicity, not to enforce that order by 

personal violence or arrest, but to ask the prisoner for his papers, and 

caa.iiuscripts, for the purpose of being sealed lip, and if he refused to 

comply with that order, I must resort to force to carry it into execution. 

T*lie prisoner agreed that I should seal his papers up, observing that he 

Had nothing to fear from a fair and impartial examination of them : his 

manner during the conversation was very supercilious and offensive. I 

had a seijeant and twelve men with me at this time. I sealed up the 

papers. On sealing up his papers he made several observations on Captain 

M^ut^B and my conduct m doing it ; telling me we did it at our peril. 

He asked permission to retain several miinusCTipts, among which were 

several sheets sewed together, which he called his cWa -books ; these, he 

observed, could be of very litde consequence, he supposed, to us, as they 

contained private memorandums as to the names of those negroes who 

had attended his chapel and contributed to its support, their periodical 

contributions being set opposite their respective names. I said^ I supposed 

he could fed no reluctance in giving up these documents for examination, 

as on inquiry I had no doubt Uiose negroes who possessed the advantage 

of Tegular attendance at his chapel would be found so much improved and 

benefited by his religious induction, as to have taken no part in the 

tfevolt. He smiled, and answered, that I would be mistaken, as he knew 

Hiat would not be the case. He was also reluctant to give up the letter he 

stated he had received a short time prcviouSf and had not yet replied to, 

I insisted on taking every thing in manuscript, and afVer some furtlier 

hesitation, he gave me up the letter in question, observing, that it was 

fiom his friend and brother missionary in Bar bice, and that it contained 

pleasing information as to the manner in which the inhabitants of that 

colony had met the views of Government and the people of England, for 

ameliorating and improving the condition of the slaves, and by allowing 

liiein part or the whole of Saturday, (t do not recollect which); that if die 

people of this colony acted with the same generous and liberaj feeling, the 

revdlt would never have taken place. I proceeded to collect his papers, 

and put them into a desk or drawer, which I sealed up ; and having can- 

doned hnn against the violation of these seals, 1 reported my proccediogs 

to Captain M'Turk. He then ordered me to go to plantation Brothers in 

search of Captain Simpson, to tell liira that the prisoner refused to obey his 

orders. Captain M*Turk also directed me to request Captain Simpson to 

come up to Felicity with his corps, as it would be necessary to arrest the 

prisoner and send him to head-quarters, I returned to tlie prisoner's 

house, in company with Captain Simpson ; he, the prisoner, was then 

arrested, and, with his papers, given in charge to Captain Simpson and his 

corps. 

(Crou^xammed by the prisoner.') — Did I not tell you that I was willing 
to give my services ^ any way, except that of taking arms ? — No. 

{Question by the Court.) — Is the paper exhibited to you a copy of the 
proclamation you read to die prisoner ?— It is. 
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Certifiei copies of the charges and senterkces^ with the approval thereof m 
thefoUowirig truds, were laid over to the Court by the Assistant Judge 
AdvoctUe. 

Telemachiis, of Bachelor's Adventure - «- A. 

Siuddy - of Non Pareil - - - B. 

Paul - of Friendship - - - C. 

Quamin^ - of Nooten Zuyl - - - D. 

Jack - of Success - - - - E. 

It: 

The prosecution closed, and the prisoner being asked what time he 
required to prepare his Defence, stated four days would be necessary for 
that purpose. The Court therefore adjourned till Friday next at ten o'clock. 



THIRTEENTH DAY, 31st October. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, and the prisoner being 
called on for his defence, stated, that in consequence of the indis- 
position of himself and bis counsel, he had not been able to complete 
his statement, which at present embraced only the three first 
charges, and that so far only he was prepared to go. 

The Court observed it would be very irregular to enter upon his 
defence if he were not prepared to go through with it at once, and 
desired to know what further time would be necessary to complete 
it ; the prisoner stated, that at ten o'clock to-morrow morning he 
should be quite prepared. 

The Court therefore adjourned till that time. 



FOURTEENTH DAY, 1st November. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, and the Prisoner read 
the following statement in 



May it please the Court : 

Mr. President, and Grentlemen, 
Before I enter upon the immediate defence of my conduct from 
the charges which have been preferred against me, I beg leave to 
call the attention of the Court to a few preliminary observations. 
The Court is well aware that by profession I am a minister of the 
Gospel, ordained and sanctioned by the Missionary Society ; a most 
respectable body of men, well known to and sanctioned by the Go- 
vernment at home, whose sole object is of a religions nature, the 
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f^nversioD of the heathen and other unenlightened nations to the 
Christian faith. With the civil or political state of those countries 
where its missionaries labour, it has nothing to do. Under the 
patronage of this society I chose to engage in the difficult and self- 
denying work of instructing the benighted natives in the principles 
of our holy religion. With this avowed intention I arrived here in 
February 1817 ; and h^ing obtained permission of his Excellency 
the Governor to preac^to and catechise the slaves, I commenced 
my labours with a full determination to keep to the letter of my 
iastructions from the Society, in having nothing to do with the tem- 
poral condition of those who might be placed under my ministerial 
care. To this determination I uniformly adhered. So much was I 
impressed with the necessity of acting up to this resolution, that 
soon after my arrival I requested permission to remove the chapel 
to the side of the public road, that I might be farther from the 
negroes, and know less of what was transacted on the estate. The 
object of my mission, like that of my predecessor, was very dif- 
ferently regarded by the planters : some of them, from the time of 
my arrival, and long before, were strongly prejudiced against the 
instruction of the negroes, and have uniformly opposed it ; but with 
others this was not the case. They allowed their people to attend 
the chapel, and observed, and from time to time commended, their 
general behaviour, and have repeatedly given proof of their appro- 
bation of the mission, not only by words, but also by deeds, by con- 
tributing to the Missionary Society. 

The manner in which I have pursued the object of my mission 
deserves some notice. Having learned what kind of services had 
been performed by Mr. Wray, my predecessor, I endeavoured to 
adopt and follow his plan. 

There were five services in the week in the chapel ; three on the 
Sunday, one on Tuesday, and another on Friday : the negroes be- 
longing to the estate were catechised on other evenings, in the 
school-room attached to the house. 

After about twelve months I discontinued the Sunday evenings 
service ; all the others were regularly continued till the end of last 
year, when I gave up one of the week-day evening services. Since 
then we have had three public services in the week, and a cateche- 
tical meeting, or school, on one evening in the week. A great part 
of the interval between the morning and the noon services on the 
sabbath was occupied in catechising the negroes in the chapel. 
This department was superintended chiefly by Mrs. Smith. White 
persons were often present, t was generally engaged at the same 
time in the school-room, catechising candidates for baptism. 

All these services were of a public nature ; we had no private 
meetings ; the plantation bell was rung to call the people : the doors 
were always open, and the place accessible to all. The constitution 
of the church was formed by Mr. Wray, and was what is usually 
called congregational There were four deacons, their duties were 
to assist in the administration of the Lord's Supper, by handing the 
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Ixread and vine to the members, to ke^p <H*der in tbe congrogatba' 
to make inquiry into the moral conduct of such as applied for bap, 
tism, or admission into the church, and to collect th^ money spdien 
of in the evidence for the prosecution* They were not teachers by 
virtue of their office, nor did they, as such, even teach any one to 
my knowledge. Seaton was indeed iixe teacher at Success, but he 
was that long previous to his acting as dea^^n. In poij^t of auflio- 
rity, they were in no respect superior to any Qther member. 

As to the teachers, they were wholly unconnected with the 
church. The people themselves chose them on their respective 
estates, without m]^ interference. 

Their chief qualifications was a knowledge of the catechism. 

I would now submit to the Court a few observations rei^>ectiog 
the journal, from which some extracts were read by tbe judge advo- 
cate. The Mbsionary Society wished me to keep a journal. On 
my arrival I commenced one, but soon found that there was too lit- 
tle variety in my labours, to render it a matter of consideration to 
the Society ; yet I continued it merely for my own private use^ as 
must be pretty evident, from the careless and irregular manner in 
which it has been kept, and from the nature of several of the notes 
and reflections therein contained ; one or two extracts only have 
been given to the Society, which merely referred to the moral or 
spiritual state of the con^gation. 

No other part of the journal was ever read by or to any one be- 
sides myself, till it was taken from me. The contents of it were 
unknown, even to Mrs. ^mith, and the greater part I myself had 
forgotten. 

The notes in my journal relate chiefly to my ministerial labours 
among the congregation over which I was placed. Facts, and what 
were reported to me as such, are briefly stated, and such refleotioss 
sometimes subjoined as naturally arose out of them. Some pfuts 
refer to conversations with negroes, and are brought forward by the 
judge advocate to prove that I have interfered with their treat- 
ment. 

As to conversations with negroes, the Christians in particular, 
from the very nature of my office, it was both natural and neces- 
sary that i snould converse with them to a certain extent. No 
missionanr or other minister of the Gospel can properly dischai^ 
his sacred functions without having some other intercourse with his 
people besides that of public teaching. He has to watch for the 
souls of every individual of his charge, see Ezek. c. 33. v. 7 & 8. 
He is commanded to be instant in season and out of season. If 
any of his flock go astray it is his duty to seek after them ; he must 
know the cause of their declensions in religion ere he can rebuke 
and exhort them; and as I could not have access to them on the 
plantations, though enjoined by the instructions of the Society, 
which his Excellency has seen and read, to visit Uiem in their 
houses, it was necessary that I should either make inquiry of oth^« 
concerning such, or sendf for them to come themselves with another 
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Tkd latter mode I always preferred^ when piacticaUe. 
Id all sach ccmversations, t have abstained from making any re- 
iMvks respec^fng* their masters ; and have uniformly exhorted them 
to a dutiful vubmission, as some of die witnesses for tfie prosecution 
hcve proved, and multitudes of the eongpregation can testify. 

This brings me to the charges which ape exhibited against me ; 
they are font. The Irst is, — ^Thal long previous to, and up to, the 
time of a certain reVoft and rebellion which broke out in this colony 
on M about the 18th of August last past, I did promote, as far as in 
me iay, discontent and dissatisfaction in the minds of the negro 
daves towards their lawful masters, managers and overseers, thereby 
intending to eltcite the said negroes to break out in such open re- 
volt and rebellion against the authority of their lawful masters, 
managers and overseers, contrary to my allegiance, and agamst the 
peace of our Sovereign Lord the- Kinj^, his crown and dignity. 
The second is, ** That I having about the 17th day of August last, 
and on divers other days and times theretofore preceding, advised, 
consulted, and corresponded with a certain nesro, namea Quamina, 
tombing and concerning a certain intended revolt and rebellion of 
Ae nvgrO slaves within these colonies of Demerara and Essequibo ; 
ffiid further, after such revoH and rebellion had actually commenced, 
and was in a course of prosecution, he tiie said John Smith did fur- 
ther aid and assist in such rebellion, by advising, consulting and 
corresponding, touching the same, with the said negro Quamina, to 
wit, on the 19Al and 20th August last-oast, I then wdl knowing 
such revolt anA rebelKon to be in pi^bgress, and the said negro 
Quamina to be an insurgent engaged therein." 

f%e Third is, " That on the 17th of August last past, and for a 
cevlain period of time thereto preceding, I having come to the 
knowledge of a certain revolt and rebellion intended to take place 
within this colony, did not make known the same to the proper ai»- 
thorities ; which revolt and rebellion did subsequent take place,, ta 
wit, on or about the 18th of August now last past«" 

Fourthly, ** That I, after such revolt and rebeHion had taken 
(dace, and during the existence thereof, to wit, on or about Tuesday 
and Wednesday the 19th and 20th August last past, was at plan- 
tation Le Besouvenir, in presence of and held communication with 
Quamina, a negro of plantation Success, I then well knowing the 
said Quamina to be an insurgent engaged therein, and that 1 did 
not use my utmost endeavours to suppress the same, by securing or 
detainitt^ the said insurgent Quamina as a prisoner, or by giving 
information to the proper authorities* or otherwise ; but on the con- 
trary, permitted the said insurgent Quamina to go at large and de- 
part without attempting to seize and detain him, and without giving 
any information respecting him to the proper authorities, against 
the peace of our Sovereign iJord the King, his crown and dignity^ 
and against the laws in force in this colony, and in defiance of the 
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prodamation of martud law, issued by his Exe^enoy the-UmleA 
Bant Gk)?enior." ' » . . - 

The prosecuter, in Us address to the ooart, enlarged open tfaege 
charges, and endeavoured to impress «pou the eontt 'a belief dial 
my conduct had been more guilty, my^iffenoes g^reaterand mere 
heinous, than eren these charges represent thenr to be; I am 
aware, at least I trust so, that die prosecutAr is bound t<» adhere 
strictly to the charges, o£ which a copy 1ms been scgnfairly berved 
upon me ; and with this trust I should haTe rested satisfied, had not 
the prosecutor endeatoilred to prove his own rersion of tfie charges, 
tfiereby attemp^g to draw down upon my characJteir infamy tmd 
opprobrium ; as it is,> be has completely failed to^make g6od his as^' 
sertkms, and I shall therefbre but briefly notice them in the course 
of my defence. 
. I shall now take the Charges in the order they stand; 

To make good the first, the prosecutor has endeavoured to 
prove — ► ' 

1st. That I have an aversion to davery. 

2d. That I have endeavoured to mislead the negroes, by misin-- 
terpreting and pervOTting the scriptures. 

3d. That I have taken money imd i»*eseiits firom the negroes. 

4th. That I have sold them books. 

Sth. That I have interfered with &eir trestinent. . 
, Otii. Tlmt I haVe taoghW^tem to disobey their md^ters. 

7th; That I have taughrtkem thai it ^as sinftdti work or go to 
market on the sabbath day. 

And first.-— ^That I have an avernicm to slavery. * trf^ 

That I have an aversion to slavery I cannot deny ; for if it be a 
crime to cherish snch an aversion, Uien I have as my associates in 
guilt the most Ifteral and best part of mankind. After the recent 
recognition by the House of Commons and the Briti^ Government, 
of the proposition, that " slavery is repugnant to Christianity," it 
cannot be necessary for me, a minbteriof the gospel, to enter into 
any justification of my sentiments on this subject. 

Secondly. — That I have endeavoured to mislead the negroes, by 
misinterpreting and perverting the scriptures. 

To prove this, my journal, that jommal which had been dragged 
forth nrom the privacy in which it was buried, has been produced, 
and several passages read from it. Wit^sses have been called, 
and what have they all proved? — the very opposite thing to that 
desiridd by iny jMrosecutors. It has been objected to me that I ex- 
pounded those parts of the sao^ed scriptores which aUnde to the 
condition of slavee. 

Here it must be remembered^ that^it is a minister's duty to feed 
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bit peo^ widi koairiedg^ aa^ andorstaadiiig* It was the boast c^ 
the apostle Paul, that ''he had not shunned to declare ci/? the coup* 
ad of God," Acts, c. XX. v. 37. Didactic discoui^ses alone are not 
f nfficieiit to enlarge the minds of the negro congregation. The bio- 
graphical sketches and the historical incidents recorded in the Bible, 
wre far blatter adapted to their capacities, as the striking examples 
of vurtue and vice p<?^werfa!Iy impress the memory, and farnish re- 
flections and motives to duty far more efficacious than mere abstract 
lessons. 

With this view of the subject. % couMnen^ed, about the middle of 
1830, a r^ular course of bistorical reading and expositions, taking 
the Old T^stainent for th^ nvprping service and the New Testament 
for the evening. I began in the Old Testament with Genesis, and 
in the New Testament with the Gospel of St. Matthew. The Old 
Testament I read in order,, with the omission of such chapters as 
appeared to me liable to be misinterpreted by the negroes. .The 
passage which has been iread from the journal, under date ** 8tb 
August 1817," says, that I omitted to read or to expound to thc^ 
negroes a passage of scriptpfe (latter parjt Genesis xiii.) which I ap- 
prebwdedthey might nusconstn^i. It contains a promise of the 
land of Canaan t^ Ab^ib^ipi^s poat^ty* . The journal adds the rea- 
son why i^f^^tted tbo passage; *vizt that 1 was fearful it might 
make a wrong impres»on on tboir iwinds, as I tell them some of the 
promises, &c. which were made to Abraham, &c. will sq>ply to the 
Christian stat^. This proves th^t I was very oaotiQus not to apply 
to the nejfra^ ^o^ P^ts pf spripture which rdate to tempors^l pos- 
sessions, and were peculiar to the patriarchs* That some of the 
promises and precepts made to them ^ply to the Christian state, is 
evident from the New Testament : compare Romans c. iv. v. 23, 
to the end. The Apostle, speaking of Abraham's faith being im- 

tilted to him for rigbtoousness, says, '* Now it was not written for 
is sake alone, that it was imputed to him, but for i|%^so," &c. 

Great stress has been laid on my reading of the deliverance oi 
the Israelites from Egypt. Had that part of holv writ been omit- 
ted, the history of the church of God could not have been under- 
stood. The mercy, the power, and the providence of God. are sig- 
nally displayed in that part of sacred history, and cannot fail to im- 
press with a sense of religious fear and trust even the stupid mind 
of a negra.' For this reason, I suppose, the apostle Paul, in 1st 
Cor. c. X. v.l. toll, presses upon our particular attention this vety 
portion of the scriptures : '* Now all these things happened unto 
them for examples ; and they are written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come." In reading the portions of 
scripture partially related by the witnesses, care was always taken to 
guard against perversion or misapplication; such reflections only 
being made at the end of the chapter as were of a moral and reli- 
gious ni^tur^. Even those witnesses for the prosecution, whose 
memories were so very tenacious on the subject of Moses and Phar 
raoh, and the cbUdr^n of Israel^ though it is two years since I have 
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read to tbem about these persons, ha?e stated that they never heard 
me i^ply the history of the Israelites to the condition of the ne- 

£oes. If they themselves read the Bible, and so applied it, Ad 
lit mast be charged upon their ignorance, and sho Wiethe necessity 
of their having more instruction. It is to tne ignoratfce of kneti that 
the apostle Peter imputes the perversion of the scriptures. In his 
second Epistle, c. iii. v. 16. where speaking of Paul's Epistles, be 
says, ** In which are some things hard to be understood, #hteh 
they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do siib ^bt6 
other scriptures, to^ their own destruction." 

The deacons praying extempore at the morning service, is fe* 
peatedly brought forward in the evidence for the prosecution, 
whereby it appears that an attempt was made to show that I taught 
them, in an msidious and artful manner, to reflect upon their mas^ 
ters, and thereby to infuse into the negroes a spirit of ^satisfac- 
tion. Extempore prayer is practised, I believe, in every C^ristitm 
chi^rch, except those of England and of Rome ; and amongst most, 
if not all classes of Protestant dissenters, the deacons and inembers 
pray at meetings of that nature. Wi^ us it was not the deacond 
only that prayed, but any of the male members whom I judged ca- 
pable of so doing: they prayed aloud, and were taught by me to 
pray with their eyes shut; this was for the purpose or^bstractionr* 
But surely it proves that I could not have taught nor allowed them 
to introduce any thing offensive in their prayers ; for whilst they 
were praying, with their eyes shut, any black, coloured, ot white 
person might have entered the chapel, as the doors were ahrajNl 
open during such prayer-meetings. Instead of the witnesses hav{ti|^ 
proved that I perverted and misapplied the scriptures, let the ev4^ 
dence be examined, and it will clearly show that the prayers and 
doctrines I taught them were calculated to instruct them in nothing 
but what was good, moral, and religious. One of them (Bristol 
hag given a specimen of the prayers used by them ; and what is itt 
He said, he prayed to God *' to bless and help them all, that they 
may be enabled to seek after him more and more, and that he would 
bless their masters, and the governor and fiscal ; that they (the ne- 
groes) .might make good servants unto thein» and that they might 
make good masters unto them (the negroes,) to give them hes^th 
and strength to do that which it might be their dutf to do ; to bless 
all their brothers and sisters." Bristol was then asked, ^ If the ne- 

Soes ever prayed about their master's heart?" he answered, -that 
ey prayed that the " Lord might bless them, and change their 
hearts, and their masters' hearts also." This is surely not wrong. 

He was asked if these prayers were taught him. He answered, 
*' No, he prayed of himself, out of his own heart." 

The memories of the negroes appear to have been tenacious of 
that part of sacred history concerning the deliverance of the children 
of Israel. This cannot be imputed to me as a crime, for there is 
not a chapter upon this subject that I have read to them twice. I 
went regdarly through, except in omitting from caution such chap- 
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ters as t thouglit might be misonderstobd. Emanaei was asked, 
" Was U lold. jov^ why God so commanded Moses?'' Ite answered, 
^* That w^ because God did not wish that they should be nuuie 
slave$" , I certaily did not tell the negroes this. I read the les- 
scms firwi»^9 small pulpit^ as Azor proves^ and my sermons were 
delivered from the upper puloit ; it was not likely that in a mixed 
congregation^ assembled witli open doors, I should expound doc- 
trines in a manner objectionable to the communityat large. I boldly 
pat the question to this very witness Azor, " When the prisoner 
talked or explained to you about the children of Israel, did he tell 
y<m tiiat the state or situation of the negroes was like to that of the 
children of Israel 1" His answer was ** No." Had I been con- 
scious that this question could have been answered in any other way, 
.would I have dared to put it? 

, - Thirdly .-T-It is alleged that I took money and presents of the ne- 
fiwesi This, I suppose, is to ohow that by so doing I impoverished 
them,, and hence made, them dissatisfied with their coDdition. The 
evidence for the prosecution clearly proves, that whatever money 
.was contributed, was entirely voluntary on the part of the contribu- 
tors* Once a month, after the sacrameot, a collection wag made, 
amounting, as Bristol states, to froni/* 30 to/. 35: I believe the 
•average amount was about /• 80. With this money^ bread and 
wipe for the communion, and candles for the use of the chapel, 
wace purchased* I presume no one will suppose that I was much 
&e richer; for that Bristol further says, ** Some that could afibrd 
it gave two bitts, some one bitt, and some nothing ; but whether 
they gave or gave not, still they were welcome to partake." I never 
"said a syllable to them about collecting it : they had, I believe, been 
in the habit of doing so from the time of Mr. Post. 

It is furdier said, that I took money of the negroes for the Mis- 
sionary Society. I did so. It was by the society's request, and 
with the knowledge of their masters, some &f whom approved of it. 
On commencing this contribution, I explained from the pulpit the 
nature and object of the society, and the necessity of their being 
supplied with money to enable them to carry on their designs, and 
invited those who chose to become contributors; many gave me 
their names^ some of whom paid their subscriptious regularly, while 
others scarcely ever paid at all. A collection was made about once 
a year in the chapel. The money was reckoned by the deacons, 
tiie sum put down by myself, and the year's amount remitted to the 
society, as is apparent by the society's publications and letters. 
These contributions were entirely voluntary* No negro was asked 
personally to subscribe, they did it cheerfully, on being appealed to 
from ^e pulpit. This is not only according to the usage of all 
churches, but agreeable to the scripture. 

Concerning the fowls and yams which the negroes gave us« I 
can only say, it was very seldom they gave us one or the other. 
At the holidays, three or four of the people would bring each a 
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f^nU or dacky or yam to Mrs. Smith.; and ia returp for .^» FbeD 
tbey wer9 sick, thej would send to ask for .wipe-rgeiierallj ,tialf 
a bottle was given; the quantity of wine thus given from time to 
time, I aaan pretty sare> more than overpaid ^very triflipg present 
made hy the negroes* 

Fonrthly. — My ^cUiAJT books to the negroes kas been spoken of 
with disi^pprobation. The books were Bibles, Testaments, hyipn 
books, spelling books^ and cated^isms. The Bibles and Testaments 
were from the Bible So^nety; they were sent with invoices of cost 
and charges, allowing me, however, a discretionary power in the 
disposal of them* Whea it appeared to me that the applicants 
eould afford to pay the full value of the book, I charged a guilder 
for a shilling in the invoice, which, with the charges, and difference 
of exchange, was about their value. When the applicants could 
not afford to pay the full price, they had the book for what they 
could afford; frequently for half-price. Testaments I sometimes 
gave away, but for the bibles something I bdieve was always paid. 
No one, to my recollection, ever said he could not afford to pay, 
either the whole or part of the prip^^ though I frequently asked 
them when tbey applied. The other books I was obliged to pay 
for bef<»re they came from England, of course I could not afford to 
give those away; and charged for them the same, at the rate of a 
guilder to a shilling. Of catechisms I have given away at least 
1,000. Had I sold a thousand Bibles, and each of them at double 
the (Mrice I did sell them at, yet, I would ask, what would that have 
to do with the diarges? The negroes purchased them voluntarily, 
and had I forced them to purchase, and discontent had arisen there- 
from, surely the consequences of that discontent would have fallen 
upon myself, and not upon their masters. In sellii^ the Bibles, 
I have done no more than follow the instructions- of the Bible 
Society, and the practice of many clergymen of the Church of 
England; one of whom feared not to sell Bibles in this colony. 

Fifthly.--^That I hs^ve interfered with the treatment of the 
negroes:— I, have not interfei^d.ip any manner with the temporal 
conoems of the negroes, save in such. cases as were intimately 
blended with their spiritual concerns; as for instance, in settling 
their disputes, rebuking the members for offensive language, taking 
two wives, and immoral conduct in general,, and giving them such 
advice as I thought calculated to render them comfortable and 
happy. 

• This is what is meapt by the passage read, " That a missioD^ry . 
must sometimes act the part of a civil magistrate." That this was 
proper and correet no one can deny, for the scripture enjoins it. 

It is not, however, necessary to have recourse to subtleties or 
specious arguments to disprove that I have interfered in the treat- 
ment q{ the negroes; there has been no evidence adduced in sup- 
port of this assertion of the prosecutor; nay, my own journal, uuder . 
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'^bte dSilt'Marob, 1819, "ORigfal: to be su£Bei€iBt eiMeooe oh my 
behcdf: ^* I. wish the aegproes would say hothiog to me of dieir 
troubles, which arise from the severe usage of their maiiagers^ &c. 
as it is not my business to interfere in such conccams, and only 
obliges me to treat suck conduct with apparent indifferesee, and 
behave with coolness to those who relate it." In corroboration^ 
Bristol, one of the deacons, a constant attendant of the chapel, and 
continually present at the services, swears, ' *^ that some people 
complained of being licked for not doing the work on a sabbath ; 
they might have complaineu to Mr. Smith for something else, fa^ I 
do not know it. Hie prisoner does not listen to the compUdnls of 
the negroes, only when they come to complain of what I have just 
spoked. He said, if there was any such thing, (u6. flogging the 
negroes for coming to chapel,) he, the negro, must go to the fiscal 
or governor." S6me of the planters have referred the quarrels of 
Ifie negtoes to me to be settled. 

Sixthly. — ^That I have taught them to disobey their mastars. 

In support of this, Azor states, that I oaHed up all the members, 
and inquired where they had been; some said working half row, 
others said their managers gave them work; and that I thereufion 
remarked, that they were fools for working on a Sunday for the 
-sake of a few lashes. This witness was asked, " Who was pre- 
sent?" and he was required to name some one of t^era. He de- 
clared that he knew no ene\ but, upon being pressed, said, '' A 
driver of Mr. Postlethwaite's estate." That th«s witness is not to 
b^ believed is evident from the foct of his 'declaring that he kaew 
not the names of the members present, aHhougfa he is one of the 
oldest members, and is as weil, if not better, acquunted with every 
member of die chapel than myself. His reason of forg^tfnlness on 
this head is obvious; he knew he was telling an untruth, and Ast if 
he mentioned any individual by name, that individual would be 
called to disprove his statements. Admit, however, that he has 
declared the truth, and that his veracity is not to be questioned, 
how shall we reconcile diis part of bis evidence with that which 
followed, wherein he swears, ^ that I always taught die people, 
from the pulpit and otherwise, to do Uieir work, obey their masters, 
and all in authority over them." The part of this evidence to be 
believed can easily be ascertained by reference to the evidence of 
Romeo; a man that was present on every occasion, and who, upon 
his examination, being asked, " if he had ever heard me tell the 
negroes tbey must not mind for a few lashes," answered, " No," 
and added, '' I did not hear him say so: he said, if their masters 
gave them work, to do it patiently; and if their masters punished 
them wrongfully, they must not grieve for it." Bristol also states, 
that he has heard me speak about working on a Sunday, -and tbat I 
said, '' if their masters gave them work to do on a Sunday, they 
must do it, because they could not help it; tiiat they were not to 
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break the sabbath day in doin^ their own work, be€aiMe they « 
keisp holy Ihe sabbath day, which is a commandment of God;'' and 
he emphatically added, ^' that is all.^' 

Seventhly. — That I have taught the negroes that it was ainfiil to 
work or traffic on the sabbath. 

£yery member of the court will, I am sure, allow, that in douigj so 
I taught one of the first precepts inculcateid in that holy book' on 
which they have sworn to do justice. 

From many passages of scripture which might be quoted, it is 
obvious that the violation of the sabbath by voluntary labour, wUch 
is not absolutely necessary, b regarded by our Maker as a heuious 
sin; and, on the contrary, the keeping of it in a religious ipanner is 
considered a virtue, and accepted as such through the merits of 
the Redeemer. In the fape of so many precepts, could I tell the 
negroes there was no harm in working their grounds, of in going 
to market on the sabbath? Was it for me to disp^isis ffim the 
commandments of God ? Surely not. Voluntary and unnecessary 
labour on the sabbath I disallowed; I considered it a sin, and told 
them so. And if they are properly provided by their owners witii 
the necessaries of Ufe, as is asserted by all the planters, they t^an 
have no absolute necessity for going . to market on the sabbath. 
One of the witnesses has stated that he heard me say, '' If your 
master has any work for you to do on a Sunday, it is your duty >to 
tell him that Suuday is God's dav;" and that I said it ** ottwk"' 
Even admitting thi^t to be true, wnich I by no means do, I woidd 
Qsk, What enme have I committed! Are their masters groaler 
than God? The very reverse is the case: Borneo and Bristol 
abundantly prove, that 1 taught the negroes to obey their masters 
if they were commanded to work even on a Sunday. Aaor has 
sworn, that I told the negroes, that '* if half a row was left, it was 
not right to finish it on a Sunday;" and upon cross-examinatioa 
proved, that ** I did not ^tell them not to finish the half row, but 
merely said it was not right." And who is there present that can 
truly say I was not justified in this remark? 

Azor and Bristol say they have heard me speak about the people 
of England going to church : the former says he has heard me say, 
that this country was a very wicked country; in England they were 
all free, and they all kept the Sabbath. Bristol says, he has heard 
me speak about the people of England going to church. ** In this 
country we cannot attend church as we would wish, because that is 
a free country, and in this we are slaves: that we must pray to God 
to help us, that we may be enabled to attend as far as we can : in 
this country they could hot attend chapel as they could in any free 
country," 

The allusion made by me to the churches in England, . or in any 
free country, was merely for the purpose of showmg some of the 
members, whose conduct was very faulty, that such behaviour in 
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me^mh^n trot^- not be fdlowed in a free country, and it was only 
die considen^i^n x>f their being slaves that made me tolerate many, 
things in them which were not agreeable to the Christian religion, 
and for which, in a free country, they would be excommunicated : 
bat that they must not in£A:e th^ir Condition in life an excuse for 
breaking the commandments, and neglecting relirious duties, but 
they must pray to God to help them to serve hun to the best of 
their power. I could never imagine tiiat such an allusion to a free 
co#arbry would be construed into a crime. 

I think it necessary to notice here the assertion of the prosecutor, 
that mv interference related to the acts and deeds of the constituted 
auAorities of this colony ; to prove which, were produced some 
extracts from the journal, and two witnesses ; Doctor McTurk and. . 
Lieutenant Nurse. 

^here is not one word of fliis in the charges; and I defy the^ 
most subtle ingenuity to show that the evidence on this point can 
be noticed by the court. However, extracts were read : one of 
tiiem stated, ** That I believed the laws of justice, which related to 
negroes, were only known by name here." 

He^ng of the cruelty of souie manager to a negro, and soon 
afttilr seeing the driver flog a negro in the absence of the manager 
and overseer, occasioned this remark;: here it is evident that Uie 
laws of justice refer to the arbitrary punishments inflicted by mana- 
ge]^ and to the drivers flog^ng negroes in the the absence of a 
Buurter. lliat these things were common on some estates, at the 
tfane IkiB was written, viz. in September, 1817, is too well known 
to be denied. 

I am truly sorry to be obliged, in my own defence, to touch 
upon what I must now state ; but I am not the agressor, I did not 
bring the journal forward, it has beon produced, and those passages 
read: I am obliged therefore in duty to myself to explain them, 
llie extract under date, March 22d, 1819, is, '' That from the 
grumbling of the negroes I was apprehensive of some disturbance; 
Siat 1 felt inclined to state my opinion to some of the rulers 
of the coloiiy, but thought no notice would be taken of it, 
unless I criminated some one; t. e. lodged a complaint against 
some planter for violating the law in respect to the slaves.'' The 
following facts wiH, I trust, sufficiently explain this passage. About 
Oct 1818, the Missionary Society printed an extract from a letter 
of mine; in which it was stated, that the congregation at Le Besou- ^ 
venir had lately decreased in number, owing to the planters working 
their slaves on Sunday. The fiscal saw this, sent for me, and in- 
sisted on my bringing forward legal proof of the planters working 
their slaves on Sundays, that he might prosecute the. offenders. 
My object having been merely to account to the society for the 
cause of such decrease in the congregation, and not the prosecution 
of the planters, I declined bringing such proof. The fiscal then 
acknowledged, that he knew the negroes were worked on a Sun- 
day, and that he had twice fined Mr. Benny fot this offence, but 
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ttat he wanted legal proof of other iostancfes^ or woiiii' tor that eftel. 
The matter passed over, and the con^gation codtinned to sofflbr 
from the same alleged cause. Hence arose my reflections. 

That I was justified In these reflections will be shown, by proving 
what I have stated* . My journal, hoiirevery was the depository 
merely of my own thoughts, and I never promulgated it^ contents ; 
had I dene so, there would have been witnessess found to prove it. 

I shall now take Dr. McTurk's evidence; it relates to two points, 
1st, The small-pox. — —2d, My arrest. 

He could not prove any thing of recent occurrence, but he must 
prove something ; and therefore has recourse to an sSair tiiat oc- 
curred in the year 1819, nearly four years ago. He has said much 
upon this subject ; in fact, all that he couTd devise. It is unneces- 
sary for me to go through his verbose evidence ; its inconsistencies 
alone wilt I attack. 

He says, that the small-pox occurred, or first broke out upon the 
estate, in October, 1819. Oh the 20th Nx)vember, he received a 
letter or order from his honor the Fiscal, enclosing one for me, 
bearing even date with his own.' The letter to him, desires him 
'* to devise such means and t^ke such steps as in discretion he 
should judge necessary, to see the order dtily complied with.*' The 
order to tne was, ** that I should shut the chapel of plafbtation Le 
Resouvenir from all negroes not belonging to the ^aid plantation, 
tu long as tbi smalUpox was upon that plantatum," adding the 
reason, '' in order to prevent, as much as possible, the danger of 
spreading the infection further .'^ The order was ^erefbre condi- 
tionaJ, and Doctor McTurk had sl discretionary power; not only 
the letter states the doctor's discretionary power, but he hai^ sworn 
he possessed it. Doctor McTurk was at that time the medical 
practitioner of the estate ; he was also burgher-captain, and resid- 
ing on the very next estate ; he had known of the smidl-pox in 
October; not till the 20th of November was any step whatever 
taken by him to prevent the disease spreading; on the 20th Nov. 
however, this order^ the first and only step taken, was given to me ; 
I complied with it. Doctor McTurk says, partially. I shall come 
to that directly ; no order was then issued to the managers to pre- 
vent negroes of ottier plantations from coming to Le Kesouvenir, 
or to the manager of Le Resouvenir, to prevent the negroes from 
going to other estates, or going to town. On the very day I re- 
ceived this order, the negroes were assembling for cbapel, for it 
was on a Sunday. I instantly dismissed those that were present, 
and employed persons to tell those who should come rattier late, 
that they were not to stay, and to inform them of the cause. 
AJbotit three weeks from the 20th November, elapsed. 
The infected negroes, who had been placed at the back of the 
estate, were pronounced by Doctor M'Turk, to be cured; they were 
allowed to return among ttie other negroes of the estate, and the 
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hoiise thev had oioeapied ^a$ tmrnt: the cases not reported are^ 
i. admitted By. Ooptor Al'Turli^* in ^ evidence, to have happened 
previously to the house being burnt. 

. Upon the house hmng burnt the disease was considered by every 
person on the estate to have been eradicated; this can be proved 
by Mr. Hamilton* then manager on Le Resouvenir, who at the 
tiqae addr^s^ed a letter to Dr, M'Turk on the subject. Some of 
the negroes then began to attend the chapel as usual, nor did I 
prevent them. On the 24th of December an order is issued to the 
managers of the estates to prevent the negroes in general from 
coming to the chapel, and to Le Resouvenir; even then no 
order is given to the manager of Le Resouvenir to prevent the 
negroes from going to other estates, or going to town : no order is 
given to the managers of other estates to prevent the negroes of 
Le Resouvenir, from visiting their negroes: yet Dr. M*Turk, the 
medical attendant, burgher-captain, and invested with discretionary 
power to carry the orders of the fiscal into efiect, under oath, *' sup- 
poses the disease is very dangerous;'' supposes that it is more 
dangerous here than in Europe: and swears '' that most assuredly 
a person may appe^ cured of the small-pox for months, and yet the 
disease may be lurking within him so as be contagious." It is not 
necessary for me to seek after the cause of these extraordiuary 
inconsistencies. Doctor M'Turk has told the Court, under oath, 
that ** the restriction applied solely to the chapelJ' 

He has' said that the orders were partially observed for three 
weeks. Hamilton, in his letter, says, *' to my certain knowledge 
there was no attendance by any negroes of the neighbouring estates 
to the chapel, until the small-pox was ponsider^ by you, and me, 
and every person on this estate, as demolished." Doctor M'Turk 
viras asked, '' who were the negroes that attended during the three 
weeks?" He answered, '* some negroes from Vryheid's Lust. 

Vryheid's Lust is the property of H. van Cooteo, the attorney of 
Le Resouvenir, and is to leeward, not far distant from Le Resou- 
venir. Had the negroes attended, H. van Cooten, the owner of 
one and attorney of the other estate, would most likely have knqwn 
it. Hamilton's letter, however, is an answer to this. 

Then we have a tale of Doctor M 'Turk's application to Doctor 
Walker, and his anxiety to get the Fiscal's permission to r^nove 
the restriction. The first is answered in his cross examination, 
where he declares, that '* Doctor Walker never himself examined 
into the state of the negroes, but gave his Opinion upon his (Doctor 
M'Tiurk's) statement." With respect to the second, if it was 
Qecessary for Doctor M'Turk to obtain permisssion of 4ike Fiscal 
to remove the restriction, what became of the condition contained 
in the order ofihe 20tb November, 1819, and of the discretionary 
power vested in Doctor M*Turk, with respect to that order? 

Doctor M'Turk then relates an attack, as he calls it, which I made 
upon him^but he did not say that he provoked any apparent dis- 
respectf^nanguage I may have used on that occasion. He has 
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not told the Court, what I aliaU prove, ti^it he'sMered at im^ ind 
Aocked at the idea of the negroes being inatructad tti the tenets of 
our 4oIy religion. 

With respect, however, to the whole of Dn M'Turk's evidence 
on diis subject, I have two objections : 

1st. That if the whole of it were trae, and taken in the spirit be 
gave it, stiU it cannot be received in evidrace under any ^S tfie 
diarges exhibited against roe. 

2dl7, That it occurred upwards of three years •ago; «nd by the 
158th section of. the Mutiny Act, all prosecution or trial on account 
of it is barred. 

With respect to my arrest, I shaU take the latter part of Doctor 
M^Turk's evidence, and that of lieutenant Nurde tpgetiber* 

I am described as setting at de&tnce the ^commands of Captatn- 
M'Turk. At the time, thsit is on Thursday, when lieutenant Nuine* 
ordered me to enrol myself in die militia, imder Doctor or Captain 
M'Tmrk, I did consider myself exempted from duty on aeoount^- 
my profession. 

lliat I i^as mistaken is my misfortune. I knew that by Aot of 
Parliament all ministers of the Gospel were exempted from bearing- 
aims ; and I considered that applied to my case in this colony. Hy^. 
counsel has since explained to me, and fiirther told me, that intbe 
eye of the law, ignorance is no excuse. lieutenant Nurse ^ays^'lie 
Mcplained the nature of mlirtial law to me.*— I deny that be did^ 
I suspected the offer of Dr. M'Tiurk, and more particularly as Mm. 
Smith was mentioned in the instructions of a man wh^o was.my 
avowed enemy* I readily submitted to the sealing up of my papers* 
But when what 1 have since learned is known, t^ That Doctor 
M'Trnk's object was to arrest me, and that he did not want me for 
the purpose <tf bearing arms, let me ask in the. name <rf'candourimd 
truth, what is aU this evidence about my disobedience of osd^rs 
bfought forward for? — Had not Dr. M*Turk, bad not lieutenant 
Nurse himself, sufficient force to have arrested fifty individuals like 
myself— why did they not do so? — No; if I refused, lieutenant 
Nurse was not to use force. Had Dr. M'Turk wanted me meieiy 
for a soldier, I lAoidd not have been left by the lieutenant in the first 
instance. 

After all, am I tried for disobedience of orders? the charges say 
n<4bing about this offence, even had I committed it, and I humbly 
trust the <ilinrt will view the evidence of these men in its proper light. 

It h'aa been stated that I remained at my house during the whole 
revolt in safety and without fear. I did so ; but why ?— I possess no 
shves, or slave ; I am not conseious of ever having wronged one. 
They had cm the first night .of the revolt, when I went over to Mr. 
Hamilton's, requested me to return to my house, as it was not their 
intention to trust any one, and I believed these assertions. Perhaps 
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I placed m^re faitti io tfie promise of tibe Degroesthan it was poKfic 
to do, or than others would have done ; but too much reliance on 
sueh a promise surely caailot be an offence. 

I have, I tbinicy now staled sufficient to' prorie Ae Mlaej and 
failure of the attempt of the prosecutor to prove that I was the eause 
of the revolt.^ 

The prosecutor, however, in his zeal to throw the whole Mame 
upon me, appears not to have foreseen the consequences of this 
attempt* 

> I i^all now come to that part of the chargei which regard the 
allegation of my having had knowledge of the revolt, and not having 
informed the constituted authorities of the same. As the first part 
of Uie second charge, and the third ebarge, appear to relate to the 
same supposed offence, in fieict, ta be one and the same, I wMl take 
them together. 

The first part of the second charge, is, ** That having, about the 
17ib day of August last, and on divers other days and times there* 
tofore preceding, advised, consulted, and corresponded with a cer^ 
tain negro nfamed Quamina, touching and conceraing a certain in- 
tended revolt and r^ellion of the negro slaves within these colonies 
of Demerara and Essequibo.'' The Siird is, ** For that he, the said 
Mm Smith, on the 17th of August last past, and for a certain pe* 
riod of time thereto preceding, having came to the knowledge of a 
oiertain revolt ^d rcrfbellion intended to take place within this colony, 
didnot mske known the same to the proper authorities ; which re-* 
Ttii and r^b^llion did subsequently take place, to wit, on or abovt 
the 18th of August now last fmst." 

-With respect to the first part of the second supposed charge, it is 
impossible to make sense of it, either alone or joined with the se^ 
cond part of the second charge. It does not charge me directly and. 
pot^ively with any offence, but appears to have been an introductory 
recital to the charge of some offence,, which the learned prosecutor 
might have intended to make. * An ofience ought to be stated, in 
dear, positive, and direct terms; the offender o«gfat to be charged 
wtHi the offbnce in such a manner as to enable him to meet it: it 
oiight not to be set forth as introductory matter, or by way of re« 
d1»l, for the law of England allowisnot ^s in crimiiial prosecutions^ 
in any of its courts. 

With respect to the third charge : tiie offence of which I am 
therein accused is eicpressly cimfined to the \7th of August last 
past, tttid for a certain period of time #A€r€fo preceding. The 
prosecutor is bound to confine his evidence to facts within the limit 
of Aat period ; and altiiough he mey have attempted to introdilce 
evidence of facts, which, he says/ occurred on a day siAsequent to 
^e seventeenth, yet I do most solemnly |)rotest ag^ainst such evi- 
dence being taken into consideration by tne Court, and I feel con- 
vinced the Uourt will allow the validity of my ohjec^ons. 

I shall, it is true, notice all the evidence, but I shall do so merely 
to explain it, that it may not hereafter prove injurious to my ehanio- 
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ter, protettjpiigt howeyert agaiii9t.tt& beiog noticed by the Courl jf 
anv other way, under the charges preferred against me. 

I have told the Court that I wish to meet all the charges ina 
fair and impartial manner ; I will endeavour to do so ; hut I will 
meet only the cbarges^for I am not bound to answer any extraneous 
matter, or any facts not happening within the time the prosecutor 
has stated. He has had many weeks to draw up his charges, and 
collect bis evidence ; and if he had not, still the law will not permit 
him now to supply iiefects. 

The evidence under this head is threefold : 

.yU To prove that positive information was given me of the 
rev * on the 17th of August, and for a certain period of time 
thereto preceding. 

2d. That after the revolt broke out I confessed or admitted a 
previous knowledge. 

3d. That I was on the 18th infoiimed of the intended revolt, Sec. 

The witnesses . on the first point are Emanuel, to prove that 1 
knew of it three Sundays before; and Bristol, to prove that I was, 
informed by Quamina, on the Sunday immediately preceding. Ma^ 
uuel states, that '' three Sundays before this war came, Quamina, 
accompanied by him, Manuel, came to my house, to make'inqnur 
respecting a paper of, freedom, of which .Manuel had heard Jack 
speak; that Quamina asked " why Mr. Cort ai^d Mr. Stewart had 
called on me the preceding Friday T' and was answered, ** to in* 
quire whether any of the negroes ever came to ask me about this 
paper ;" and further, Quamina told me, in his hearing, to take Jack 
and Joseph, and talk to them, because they wanted to make, trouble 
about this afiair. 

This statement is altogether ifalse, Quamina never opened his lips 
to me about the paper, (as they speak), except on the 25th July* 
This witness says it was three Sundays before the revolt, i. «.. the 
3d of August, that Quamina and he came to make the inquiry 
alluded to, and to ask why Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart had called 
upon me. Now Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart did not call upon me tilt 
the 8th of August; and how is it possible that on the 3d of Augni^ 
any conversation could have passed relative to Mr. Cort and Mr. 
Stewart having called upon me on the 8th? From what he says 
respecting Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart having called upon me, it may 
be thought that Manuel made a mistake as to the particular day, 
and meant two Sundays instead of three. Could the Court be 
brought to allow any validity to the testimony of so incompetent a 
witness, I think 1 can satisfactorily prove, that on the second Sun- 
day before the revolt I was not in my study, unless merely to fetch 
any thing out of it, from before seven in the morning, an earlier 
hour than he came to chapel, until past five in the i^tei^on, long 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



67 

sAer di the negfoes- had reCurtied h(»&e; The seeond 
before tfie reTolt^ was oar sacrament day, and on those days, for 
many monAs past; I had no time for retiriement after leaving my 
st«<fy at seven in the morning. The morning service continued 
from about halftpast seven till nine. From thence^ till ten, I was 
fdlly eiig^aged catechising candidates for baptism. Breakfast foU 
lowed, and then, immediately after, the meeting of the deacons and 
myself, and the members mentioned by Azor, as taking place at ten 
o'clock on the first Sunday of the month. This was a prayer meet- 
ing preparatory to the communion. On the conclusion of this 
service, the noon service was commenced, which was followed by 
the administration of the Lord^s Supper. Thei^e services concluded 
iabout three, or half-past three o'clock, and I resumed the catechising 
of such of the candidates for baptism as had been Omitted in the 
morning for want of time ; and I find it noted in the jounial, thaf 
on that day I had been fully engaged from seven in the morning till 
half-past four ; thus it was impossible for me to have been sitting in 
my study on that Sunday. This witness is also, in another place» 
inconsistent with himself: he says he heard all the conversation 
that passed between Qnamina and me at that time, and yet while he 
went, into the parson^s kitchen to get water to drink, Quamina was 
itt the room. He could not get water in the kitchen, he must 
^ttier have gone some where else for it, or, which is more likely, 
hwe wdited till some one fetched it for him. 

Again, Manuel says, ** Quamina went away from there** (the 
meeting in the middle path of Success,) ** with JBristol the deacon, 
about four o'clock on the Sunday before the war began. I saw 
them go on the path towards Mr. Smith's. Bristol came back about 
five o'clock; he said it was wrong, and they were not to do any 
such a thing." With this it is necessary to cbmpar^'the testimonies 
of BHstol and Seaton t the former df Whom says, " I was not at 
the meeting in Success middle-path ; was not in thdt middle-path 
on the Sunday before the revolt. J went with Quamina to Mr. 
Smidi ; I went direct from the chapel to Mr. Smith's house. After 
I had talked to Mr. Smith about my girl, I went to the chapel ; 
after that I think J went home." Seaton says, '' I did not see 
Bristol at the Middle Walk on that day." Again, Manuel says, 
" the whole congregation was at the meeting in Success Middle 
Walk." Seaton says, " not m^ny people were there." Lastly, 
this witness (Manuel) says, that '' he heard of the revolt a month 
and a half ago, before it ; and, in another part of his evidence, he 
makes it appear, that he had only just heard Jack speak about the 
free paper, and asked Quamitia if he knew any thing about it, who 
said. Follow me, and immediately came with Quamina to me to make 
the inquiry." 

The simple facts of my supposed knowledge on the 17th of August 
are tiiese: On that day, it being Sunday,. I had been in the dis- 
charge of my ministerial duties in the chapel to a very late hour. 
It wafr at least four o'clock when I finally left the chapel to go to. 
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tov dwelHng-lioiise. On ivrivuiff there, I fimnd Brist(^ taUii^ witik 
Blrs. Smith about a little girl, a daughter of his, whom he wished to 
place under Mrs. Smith's care. I joined in their conversation, and 
found that the girl had had the measles, from the eflCects of which 
she was then stated to be only just recovering. On this ground I 
objected to her being brought to the house until she was perfectly 
recovered, as there were negroes on the estate whom she migwt 
have infected with the complaint. Whilst I was conversing with 
Bristol, Qnamioa and Seaton, according to custom, came in, and 
were soon followed by two others. Their cpming in was nothing 
unusual ; it was not a circumstance to excite any particular notice. 
They seldom went away on a Sunday without coming in to the 
back gallery to bid us ^od bye. This was the case with maf^y of 
the people, and I considered that they came in, on that occasion, 
merely for that purpose. They were all standing together', and I 
went into the hall to get a glass of wine. Whik drinking it, I 
beard Quamina and Seaton, who were talking together in a low 
tone of voice, use the words ' manager and new law.' This induced 
me to rebuke them for talking about such things. Quamina said, 
^' Oh, it is nothing particular sir ; we were only saying, it would be 
good to send our managers to town to fetch up the new law.'' I 
unmediately replied, that such conversation was improper; that 
they would be fools to say any thiug to their managers about it, for 
they were not the law makers ; that if there was any thing for them 
they should wait patiently, and they would no doubt soon hear of it, 
either from the governor, or from their masters ; but that if they 
manifested any impatience, or behaved insolently to their managers, 
they would lose their religious character, and would provoke the 
governor here, and the King and the Government at home. Quar 
mina replied, ** very well, sir, we'll say nothing about it^ for we 
should be sorry to vex the king and the people at home." They 
then went out all together, each bidding me and Mrs. Smith good 
afternoon. 

From all that passed I had not the smallest idea that they in- 
tended to revolt. The receipt of Jacky's note on Monday evening 
brought to my recollection what I had heard the preceding day, 
and caused me then to attach to it a meaning which I had not 
attached to it before. 

I will examine the evidence given by the witnesses for the pro- 
secution, and will not only content myself with pointing out the in- 
consistency and improbability of the whole, but endeavour to prove 
the facts as they really occurred. 

Bristol is the only witness to prove that I was informed of the 
revolt on the 17th of August; Bristol says, " on the Sunday before 
the revolt, Quamina and he came into our bouse to ask me about a 
paper that had come from home, to make the people free ; when 
we went in, Quamina asked Mr. Smith if any freedom had come 
out for them. Mi*. Smith told him no ; Quamina said Jack and Jo- 
seph were speaking very much about it, and wanted to take it by 
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force;. Mf. Smith told them to wait> and not be foolish; 'how do 
you mean to take it by force; you cannot do any thing with the 
white people, because the soldiers will be more strong than you, 
therefore you had better wait ;' he said, well, you had better go and 
tell the people, and Christians particularly, to have nothing to do 
-with it.** Seaton says, " Quamina came back to our house from 
the Success Middle Walk." It is possible he might have done so, 
but I neither saw nor heard of his coming to my house a second 
time. When Quamina and the others left, we immediately sat « 
down to dinner, after which, we took a longer walk than usual, and 
returned in company with Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Van Ness, who ' 
remained with us till between eight and nine o'clock. 

The statements of Bristol and Seaton are very incorrect, and lu 
a great measure false. They say that Quamina came to ask if there 
was any paper of freedom come out. It was very unlikely that 
Quamina should come to ask such a question, when he had been 
told by ;ne, in answer to his own inquiry on the 25th of July, that 
the report of freedom having come out was false, and must not be 
believed, for the king could not make them free. 

Bristol states, that Quamina told me '* Jack and Joseph wanted 
to take the freedom by force." Seaton represents himself as being 
present at least at the beginning of the conversation, whexj, ac- 
cording to Bristol, Quamina said, " Jack and Joseph wanted to 
take their freedom by force," but Seaton is silent on that, and 
swears, that nothing was said on that occasion about freedom 
having come out from England for the negroes. In his cross-ex- 
amination he is pointedly asked the question, " Was any thing said 
about freedom having come out from England for the negroes V* 
and he answered. ** No." I shall prove, that Seaton was there 
during tlie whole of the conversation, although he says, that be 
went away alon^. A more cursory review of this part of Bristol's 
evidence will be sufficient to detect its prevarication and falsehood* 
' He says, " when Quamina was going into Mr. Smith's house I 
went with him," andjn another place, he says, " I belive I talked 
to Mr. Smith about my little girl before Quamina came in ; Mrs.. 
Smith was present ; I can't tell whether any body came in while I 
was talking to Mr. Smith about my girl ; may be some body might 
have come in. After I had talked to Mr* Smith about my girl I 
went to the chapel ; after that I think I went home. I did not see- 
Mr. Smith after I went home. ' When Quamina told Mr* Smith 
that the negroes were going to take their freedom by force, I did 
not see any body else present*" Although other negroes were, in 
the room during the conversation. Seaton also says, " there was 
no one else there but Quamina and Bristol and himself.** 

Many questions were put to the witnesses relative to the sermon I 
preached on the Sundav preceding the revolt There is no length 
to which perversion will not lead men. Neither the text nor the 
sermon could have, nor had, in my mind, any reference to an 
event of which I was as totally ignorant as auy menfher of the 
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Court. It IB a text which is freqneDtly selected by ministers. I 
-baye inyself preached from it before, and I am pretty sure in the 
same chapel. The circumstance of a number of our congregation 
being advertised for sale by auction, some on the day of t^e revolt, 
if I am not mistaken, aud others soon after, was the cause of my 
choosing that text, as it certainly was on the second Sunday before • 
the revolt. J expected that many of the people would be removed 
far from the means of religious instruction^ and would probably 
never again enjoy the privileges they had in too many cases abused 
or neglected. 

The sermon was to a large congregation, and (though not larger 
than usual,) notwithstanding Doctor M'Turkswears^ that many more 
people than usual came to Le Besouvenir that day, there were 
many wiiite gentlemen present, and surely if any thing had been 
advanced indicative of what was about to take place, some of them 
would have come forward and testified to the Court. But strong 
as is the current of prejudice against me, no one has intimated any 
thing on that subject. Had I been aware of the intended r^lIioB^ 
surely I must have been an idiot to have chosen a text which it 
was possible for the ingenuity of my enemies to turn against me. 

I cannot dismiss this part of my defence without noticing the 
extreme scantiness of the evidence produced to prove a previous 
knowledge of the revolt, and a previous correspondence with Qua- 
mina.. Bristol, the only witness as to the commnnication of Qua- 
mina with me on the 17th of August, upon] his cross-examination^ 
was asked by me, " Were there any preparations made for the war 
before you and Quamina went to Mr. Smith?" — " No, I do not 
know of any." " Had the people no guns or powder or shot pro^ 
vided?"— " I did not see any."- " Did Quamina tell Mr. Smith 
by what means they intended to drive the white people to town J" — 
"No, sir, no further than I said before, that Jack and Joseph nad 
said their freedom had come out." — " Did he,Quamina, say when the 
white people were to be driven to town?" — " No." — ** Didf you 
hear all the conversation that passed between Quamina and Mr. 
Smith ?"-.Ye8."--Will you state all that Mr. Smith said, as well 
as all that Quamina said ?" — '' I have already stated all I know.'' 
With the exeption of the story about Jack and Joseph, which I 
will prove did not occur, what is the whole of this tale ? why, that 
there was some sort of grumbliog among the negroes ; but was I to 
infer from this circumstance more than was inferred by others from 
things of greater magnitude'? Does this evidence prove that I had 
a knowledge of the revolt? It would have been strange if such 
knowledge could have been derived without any mention of place, 
time, or circumstance. 

The most that this evidence, were it all true, could prove, would 
be, that what passed might have awakened my suspicions. Had 
my suspicions been awakened, that was not knowledge ; and I am 
not aware of any obligation I labour under to impart suspicions 
when I was . not likely to meet with attention, especially as suspi- 
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oions were at that time entertaiiied by almost all persons id the 
coIoDy. '' 

tdly. That after the revolt broke out, I coafessed or admitted a 
previoos knowledge. 

To prove this two witnesses were called, John Baillie «id John 
Aves. 

John Baillie states^ Aat on tiie first evening or night of the revolt 
be called at piy house, where he saw me for me first time ; that he 
said. What a piece of work is all this ! that whereupon I asked 
what he meant by a piece of work ; that he answered, abont the 
negroes rising ; and remarked that it was very extraordinary they 
riiould not hear of it in town before it came to the point ; and that 
I made answer and smd, ** I have known about this these six 
weeks/' Were the evidence of this man borne out by that of John 
Aves, and had I even said that I had known about the revolt for 
rix weeks, to what woidd it have amounted? Does the word 
** know** necessarily imply knowledge derived upon information or 
participation ? Does it not also verv often imply an opinion grounded 
upon certain data? But the truth is, ihat I did not use the Vord 
know. I might have said, ** this was to be expected six weeks ago,'* 
or words to that effect. Indeed John Aves declared, that sudi was 
Ae expression used to him. John B^ie swears that John Aves 
and the two black m^n were present in a venr small room during .the 
iMrhole conversation between me and himself. John Aves gives a 
different account of this, and says, that I said ** this is a thing been 
expected these six weeks ;" let the account given by each of these 
witnesses of *tiieir conversation with me be read, and it will be 
fbund thattbey so exactly agree in all things, save the words ^ know" 
and ** expected," that no one can for a moment doubt that they 
were together during the whole conversation upon this subject. 
They both of them saw me for the first time, and this lasted for 
about a quarter of an hour, during which time it would appear, that 
upon a subject of such importance I held to two persons two dif- 
ferent conversations, those persons being in hearing of each other, 
if they chose to listen to what was said. From the evidence of the 
negroes the revolt was not planned until Sunday the 17th, and yet 
I could, on the 18th declare, according to John BaiUie's evidence, 
tiiat I had known of it for six weeks. 

Gentlemen, such an event was not surprising to me^ although I 
bad no information or participation in die matter. 

The negroes had on various occasions manifested a' spirit of £s- 
satisfaction. Instances of this I will prove. These instances were 
known to the different managers and attomles, for some of them 
communicated them to me. Mr. Cort and Mr. Stewart, men well 
acquainted with the negro character, in consequence of my having 
voluntarily mentioned to Mr. Stewart, on the preceduig diqr, ** that 
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Qtiamina bad l^een there to inquire of me abont the report of free- 
donny'' had called upon •me to inquire whether I knew the state of 
their minds regarding the report which had got into circulation 
among tkem concerning the then last instructioirs from home. Mr. 
Cort can prove that I felt disposed to tell them from the pulpit thut 
the report was false, which he advised me not to do, as it might 
give offence* 

The negroes knew that some instructions had come out for them; 
their being held back gave rise to an opinion that it was uncondi- 
tional freedom. I was asked about it by Quamina. I told ,the 
truth concerning the instructions regarding the whip ; informed him 
that there was no freedom ; and gave him such advice on the occa- 
sion as has been stated by several of them — to wait in patience for 
it. This.was on the 25th July, and communicated to Mr. Stewart. 

As far back as upder date 21st March 1819, my journal contdns 
a passage, where, reBectiog upon the murmuring and dissatisfaction 
of the negroes, I say, *• nor should I wonder if it were to break out 
in open rebellion.^' It is a wonder that this has not been brought 
forward to prove my knowledge of the revolt in August 1823. It 
was not myself alone that entertained fears and suspicions ; others 
did ; and I will prove that his Excellency was told, months before 
the revolt, that the minds of the negroes on the east coast were in 
a state of dissatisfaction, and that the informer apprehended that 
serious consequences would ensue. I knew not all this when I was 
arrested ; but is it not a grievous hard case, that an attempt should 
be made to prove that I had knowledge of the revolt, and to punish 
me for not telling what I did not know, when the heads of the de- 
partments knew ten times as many facts upon which to ground their 
suspicions and expectations? I had suspicions only; and what 
would have been s*aid to me, a poor despised missionary, had I im- 
parted those suspicions, and they bad proved groundless I 

3dly.— That I was on the 18th informed of the revolt. 

I have already stated, that all the evidence produced on this 
point is extraneous and inadmissible. The period of time in the 
charges is confined to the 17th day of August,, and a certain period 
of time thereto preceding ; and the evidence must be also limited 
to the 17th. of August; it' cannot be extended to acts of the 18tb, 
for I am not charged with having committed any act on the 18th: 
allowing, however, for argument sake, that such evidence might 
have been admitted — might have been taken into consideration by 
the Court, that it was so clear and conclusive as to satisfy the minds 
of any court that I so wilfully and illegally kept to myself what 
knowledge 1 possessed, as to have incurred the penalty assigned by 
law for offences of the most heinous nature. 
^ What are the fpcts attempted to be proved?— that about si^ 
o'clock a letter was sent to me, that at half-past six the revolt oc- 
curred, and I bad not given notice of it to Dr. M'Turk ! 
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The first inUmation I had that the negroes had any improper itt- 
teqtion, was ^ven me by Jackey's note. I have already stated that 
the contents of that note made me attach to what I had heard on 
the Sunday a meaning which I did not attach to it before'. When 
Ouildford arrived with the note, I and Mrs. Smith were going oat 
for a short walk ; she had her bonnet on, and was waiting for me ; 
it was iust six o'clock. Having read the notes, I inquired if hd 
knew their contents, and who carried the inclosed note to Jackey ; 
Jhe prevaricated so much that I could learn nothing. I delivered 
to him ja verbal message ; I told him to return, making all possible 
liaste, and tell Jackey that I was surprised, and vexed and grieved, 
to find that the people were meditating mischief, and that i hoped^ 
lie would have nothing to do with the project whatever it might be, 
and endeavour to keep the people quiet. Just as he was going 
away, it occurred to me that Guildford might prevent the message 
if Jie was so inclined; to prevent which I told him to wait, and I 
would write an answer ; it was too dark to examine the nib of the 
pen, I therefore wrote it in great haste with a pencil. When I 
gave the note to Guildford it was about a quarter past six. I put 
the notes. in my pocket, and went a little way up the middle paHi 
with Mrs. Smith, consulting together as to the best step to be taken. 
We had not proceeded more than 70 or 80 roods, when we heard 
a tumultuous noise at the manager's house. 

; We immediately turned back and went* to Mr. Hamilton's door; 
seeing the negroes behave roughly to me for endeavouring to quiet 
themi, Mrs. Smith ran away to get some body to fetch me away ; she 
i^eturned, and when the negroes had retired, we went home together. 

Thk is a simple and faithful statement of the facts of the case, 
upon which I will not trouble the Courf with evidence, unless the 
.Court ishould think (a thing hardly possible) the evidence of the 
prosecutor on this point admissible. But suppose, then, that the 
evidence was admissible, what. does it prove? that I haye done any 
more wrong than the burgher-captains, M'Turk and Spencer, or 
Hamilton the manager of Le Resouyenir I M'Turk swears that he 
knew it at four o'clock; Hamilton was informed of it in the mor- 
.ning ; and though the one lived on the very next estate to Le Re* 
.souvenir, and the other on Le Resouvenir, neither of them impart- 
ed a sj^ltable of it to me. Captain Spencer was informed of it by 
Cc^ptam Simpson, yet did not believe it, and did not assemble the 
militia, nor even inform the managers of the difiereut estates to be 
on their guard. Now, here are men that had knowledge four hours 
before it broke out. 

I knew of it a quarter of an hour only, and because I had not 
presence of mind, or even time to catch my horse, which I will 
prove if required, (for he was loose,) and ride about the country, I 
am to b^ tried. 

The reason of my tearing up the notes was,' because, as the re- 
bellion had broken out already, the communication of them to any 
one could not prevent it, and it never occurred to me that this 
might be otherwise useful. 
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I hftve at length anrived to the fowtk and lui drarge^ though^ 
propeily speaking, it is only the tbiid offence alleged ngaintt ne. 

It consists of two parts : — 

First* That on Tuesday morning Qaamina was seea by the bey 
Ifitchell coming to my honse : 

Secondly, That I held correspondence widi him on the night of 
the 20th, well knowing him to be an insurgent and engaged m the 
revolt, without using my utmost endeavour to detain and secure 
him, and widiout infonning the constituted authorities of his having 
been at my house. And the second part of the second ehu'ge is to 
the same effect, and I shall take them together. 

IChe boy Mitchell is of notorioinsbad eharacter, and wiMit dees his 
evidence amount to ? that he saw Quamina come into my jfard on 
Tuesday morning in open day-light, when the sun was high ; and I 
most solemnly declare I never saw Quamina on the Tuesday morn- 
ing. He may have gone into the yard, or he may not; I never 
saw him, nor nad I ever any direct or indirect knowledge of his 
being there until I heard the evidence of Mitchell in court. 

On the second point, viz. : — ^That I held correspondence with 
Quamina on the 20th of August, well knowing him to be an insur* 
~ front and engaged in the revolt, without using my utmost endea- 
vours to detain and secure him, and without informing the consti- 
tuted authorities of his having been at my house, ficc. 

liCt us examine the evidence. 

Antje says, diat on ** Tuesday, between twelve and two o'clock^ 
Mta. Smith sent for her, that she went, and on her arrival Mrs. 
Smith entered into conversation with her, and inquired of her what 
was the matter that the people were doing so t^ Antje said, ** I do 
not know Ma^am, the people wish to get their liberty." Mrs. 
Smith said, ** the people did not behave well, fbr Mack people 
could not fight against whites;" she said '' Ae had been afrmd the 
whole night, and could not sleep'* — ^That she (Antje) ** was so afraid 
too, that she did not know wh^e to go, either into the great house 
or the negro house." Mrs. Smith said, '* don't be afraid, they 
won't hurt you;" ** then she went to lie down, and told me she 
wished to see Quamina or Bristol very much : I did not know any 
thing about it, but I then got a boy to send back to bring Quamina 
to the lady." Mrs. Smith said nothmg in that conversation about 
which would conquer; she said nodnng further; shesmd nothing 
about the mode in which the negroes were to carry on the war. 
By her evidence it appears that the next evening Qusonina came to 
her, and she conducted him to my house, informing Mrs. Smith 
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•ii%» iMnd^Adf witboal my knowledge and out of my beoriiig, tiiat 
Quoinka w^ ecmie; tbal ahe tben eondiioted QaMotiba to my 
1ioq9e. ; that Mrs. Smith received him and shut the door. The girl 
[Elizabeth says she was in my house on Tuesday and Wednesday ; 
knows Quamina, of Success, and saw him on W ednesday night in- 
side the hall; that myself and Mrs. Smith were there ; that I was 
3ittiog down in the hall close to the table on a chair ; that Quamina 
^tood a little near me ; that no one else was in the room besides 
Quamipa and Mr. and Mrs. Smith; that Mrs. Smith remained in 
the Jii(U all the time that Quamina was thete; I did not see her go 
to tibe front door during that time ; I heard Quamina and Mr. 
Smith t^Ik together; that Quamina staid th^e a tittle longer than 
she had been before the Court ; that she saw him when he' went 
out ; that after Quamina went away she saw Mrs. Smith, ^ho said 
ahe must not tell any body that she saw Quamina in the house, and 
i£ she told any body she (Mnk Smilli) would lick her; did not see 
the prisoner oe Mnu Smith give Quamina any thing; when he went 
be bad a stick upon wfaic^ there was a bundle. 

Even tbough the whole of this evidence were true, there is no- 
thing in it to show that I am guilty of the offence for which I am. 
charged. 

First, It is not proved that Quamina was a rebel. 

Second, That I had any knowledge at the time of his being an 
ieiurgent. 

Thirdly; Nor does it appear that I gave hkn any intelligence, or 
held any such correspondence with him as can subject me to pu- 
nishpient. 

In the first place, it is not shown that Qoainina was a rebel. 
Some questions have been asked, and answers given, to show that 
Qimmina was engaged in the revolt; but this is not sufficient; it 
ought to have been shown that he had been convicted as such. It 
is laid down in Hale's Pleas of the Crown, 234, '* That if a person 
be arretted for treason, he that rescues him is guilty of treason;" 
but according to the same author, 235, ** this case is not at all 
wn^ in force, nor biwMng. That therefore at this day, if one be 
committed for suspicion of treason, and another break gaol %o let 
him out, yet unless the party imprisoned were really a traitor, this 
is no treason at this day." The same author, in page 237, says, 
** He that rescueth a parson imprisoned for treason, or suffers him 
voluntarily to escape, shall not be arraigned for that offence till 
the principal offein;der be convict^ of that offence ; for if he be ac- 
quitted of the principal offence, the gaoler that suffered the escape, 
and he that made the rescue, shall be discharged; and the reason 
is, because, though rescuing a p^son charged with treason, or suf- 
fering him wilfully to eseape, be a great misdemeanor, yet it is not 
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he arrested or imprisoned under a charge of treason^ and yHhe w» 
traitor r agaiu, in page 238, " and though the rjeoeiyer of a tmi- 
tor knowingly, be a principal traitor, and shall not be said an acees- 
sary, yet this much he partakes of an accessary. - 

•* That if he be indicted by a several indictment^ he shall not he 
tried till the principal he convicted t upon the reason of the gaoler 
and the rescuer before given, for the principal may be acquitted, 
and then he is discharged of the crime of receipt of him. If be be 
indicted specially by the receipt, in the same indictment with the 
principal offender, as he may be, yet the Jury must first he charged 
to inquire of the principal offender; and y theg find him guilty^ 
then to inquire of the receipt ; and if the principal be not g^ty, 
then to acquit both ; and accordmgly it was ruled in Arden's case 
(6.) For though in law they be both principals in' treason,, and 
possibly process of outlawry nwy go against him that receives, al 
the same time as against him that did the fact, and though th^ pruiH 
cipal appear, process may go on against the other, yet in truth he 
is thus far an accessary ^ that he cannot he guilty if the prin€ipal 
he innocent J' * . ' , 

I said that it has not been proved that Quamina was a rebel. I 
maintain that to establish this, conviction was necessary. Even 
when he was shot, be had no arms, 'nor had any one that was with 
him, according to the testimony of Captain M'Turk ; and surely im- 
plicit reliance cannot be placed upon evidence of such witnesses as 
the negroes brought against me. The man was never tried ; an4 
however strong the presumption may be against him, still there is 
no saying, that had he been tried he plight, upon cross examination 
of the witnesses against him, and by the evidence of his own wit- 
nesses, have so explained his conduct as to have shown that he was 
innocent. He might have been carried a-back by force, for any 
thing that appears to the contrary. It is contrary to the first prin- 
ciple of the English law to believe a man guilty, until he shall have 
been proved to be so, that is, fairly tried and convicted. 

Secondly, It is not shown that I had any knowledge of Quamina 
being an insurgent at the time he was at my house on Wednesday 
the 20th. 

Criminality in this case entirely depends upon the knowledge 
I had of Quamina being an insurgent. The prosecutor has been 
aware of this, and has accordingly averred it. This averment was 
not only important, but necessary, for in a case of this kind the 
very essence of the crime consists in the guilty knowledge of the 
defendant. Stark. Criminal Pleadings, 153. So the receiver of a 
traitor knotmngly makes the receiver a traitor. Hale's Pleas of 
the Crown 237. It may be said that this knowledge may be im- 
plied. Implications and presumptions, however, are not to supply 
the place of positive evidence, where there exists a ppssibility of 
their being wrong. 
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■ Thet© are tiiree circamstances wbich deserve botiqe : 
first, Mrs* Smith requestiDg Kitty Stewart to.accompany Antje ; 
Second, Mrs. Smilli sfaatting the door (as stated by Antje ): 
Third, Mrs. Smith's threat to Elizabeth (as stated by Elizabeth.) 

I believe that a hasband is responsible in civil courts for the acts 
of his wife, but that he is not responsible for any crime committed 
by her, I do not mean that it should hence be inferred that Mrs. 
Smith is guilty ; but even were the evidence all true, it does not 
relate to me. 

Mrs. Smith is my wife ; but I solemnly declare I never knew 
Any one of the three circumstances just enumerated until they 
were detailed in evidence. They relate riot to me ; and whatever 
s(is{>)cioik they may'«arry with them, if believed^ still that suspicion 
ought not injustice to Operate against me. 

^ Antje knew nothing about the revolt; and Jane Grant also 
swears that she did not know that Quamina had any thing to do 
with it. If then so many persons about me were ignorant of the 
fact, it surely could not have been notorious in my immediate 
circle; notorious or not, I did not know it. Had I known it, and 
desired to have a secret meeting with Quamina, I should certainly 
iiot have chosen my own house for that purpose; af all events I 
cflioiild have sent all the servants away. 

Thirdly, It is necessary that the correspondence or communica- 
tiott should at least have a tendency to direct or embolden the enemy 
in his attack, or to weaken the efforts of the resistance prepared 
against him. See Samuel on Courts Martial, 581. It is surely 
necessary then to prove, in some' manner or other, that my com- 
munication was of this tendency ; but the prosecutor has been 
wholly silent ; and surely the mere act of having seen an individual 
can never be construed into an aiding and assisting in rebellion 
according to the second charge. It has not been proved that 
Quamina was a rebel ; if he was, I did not know of it. I did not 
send for him, nor did I know any thing of his arrival. I gave him 
no communication touching and concerning the revolt, for I had 
nothing to communicate ; and if I had, still I would not have done 
any thing so improper; it was not until I asked him where he had 
come from that even his manner became changed, and without 
answering me, he suddenly turned round and went away. Mrs, 
Smith was the only person present, and if the Court could admit 
her testimony, she could explainrthe whole. One of the facts which 
appear to militate against me, I think I can prove is incorrect, 
viz. that Mrs. Smith shut the door. I can do this, because I have 
a witness. With regard to the other two points, I could explain 
them also, had I any other witness than Mrs. Smith to support my 
statement. ^ 
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From the nature of the whole evidenoe ogainit me, exgiamei 
and contradicted as it will be, I feel assured I have cleared op every 
point except one ; apd it will be iifq)arent, that even that one coold 
be cleared up also, did not the policy of the law, and the rules of 
evidence, prohibit my wife from bearing testimony. 

With respect to my not attempting to secure the man, I did not 
know that he was even a reputed rebel ; and if I had known this, 
gentlemen, look at me, and ask yourselves how it was possible for 
me, unarmed, to secore the man. The attempt, therefore, would 
have been vain and ridiculous* 

It will be asked why I did not g^ve information. My answer is, 
again, that I knew not that the man was even a reputea rebel ; and 
suppose that I had known this, of what utility could such informa- 
tion have been, wh^n the man had gone I knew not whither? 

Before I conclude, I feel it my duty to observe upon the nature 
of the evidence brought against me. It is either the evidence of 
slaves, or of persons, with a very few eicceptions, gxdssly preju* 
diced against me ; prejudiced from motives of interest, that is, 
from imagining that the diffusion of knowledge aniong the negroes 
ifill render them less valuable as property. 

The first class of witnesses consists of persons extremely ignorant, 
and decidedly under the influence of their owners. It cannot be 
expected that the love of truth and justice will render them superior 
to the fear which must exist in their minds, of men by whom their 
fellow-labourers have been punished, even for attending divine 
worship. Some of them are extremely ignorant and savage; as 
the boy Mitchell, who did not even pretend to understand tiie 
nature of an oath, until he \fas asked '^ if he believed God Almigh- 
ty a-top ?" of course he answered yes, and he was l^ally sworn. 
I am aware, that however necessary the policy of ccAoniai govern* 
ments in this hemisphere may have th^ight it to exdnde negro 
evidence, still in a court martial it is strictly legal to admit it^ In 
admitting it, however, the Court ou^ht to be well aware of the 
negro character, and to be very cautious as to the degree of cie- 
dimlity to be attached to their evidence Nothing can be more 
evident, even from the evidence before the Court, than that negroes 
have but little idea of the obligation of an oath. Hence the pre- 
varications, and falsehoods, and contradictions, so apparent in their 
evidence. They have no notion of time or circumstance, and it is but 
too clear that their evidence has been made up of shreds and patches, 
obtained from conversation, from hearsay, and from their own mis- 
interpretations of what had been propounded them. They are 
generally incapable of narrating a transaction, neither can they 
relate, with any tolerable accuracy, even the shortest conversation ; 
so well known is this, that they are seldom intrusted to deliver a 
verbal message. Notwithstanding all this, what has the prosecutor 
been able to produce against me? Divest the evidence of all that 
I shall prove to be exaggerated, misrepresented, and false, and 
nothing will remain to prove me criminal, either \u a morale 
religions, or legal view. 
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With respect to flie other 'class of witnesses, I will abstain from 
saying more, than requesting a perusal of their evidence, and if its 
tenor, as well as the questions put by the Judge- Advocate, do not 
biear me out in asserting that a spirit of prejudice does exist against 
me, then I am incapable of forming an estimate of men's opinions 
from their words. 

My journal must not be omitted. Its origin and natnre I have 
explained. Whether it be evidence or not against me is not now 
the question to be determined ; I am not ashamed of it, but I do 
feel a^rieved at its contents having been made public, for they 
were never intended for that purpose. Not only those parts of its 
contents read in court, have been known, but other parts, the pub- 
lication of which (however true the facts contained in my state- 
ments) may wound the feelings of many persons. Whether this 
would have a tendency to prejudice men's minds against me, I 
leave to the consideration of the Court* 

. Is ceBchision.**-^-*Upon a fdr mid candid review, of the whole 
evidence, it is not apparent that I am guilty of any one of the 
charges, and it might almost -seem that my opinions, and not myself, 
have been tried. Those opinions are founded upon' the Gospel 
that hath withstood for ages all persecution: its promdgatidn has 
increased from opposition, and its truths been made manifest by 
investigation. 

It has prospered, and will prosper, and in it9 prosperity will im- 
part happiness to all those who seek knowledge from it. 

It has already produced a material alteration for the better in the 
minds of the negroes. 

The love of religion is already jso strongly implanted in them, 
that the power of man will not be able to eradicate it. 

I have been informed, and can prove, thi^ even in the midst of 
the revolt, whiht the negroes were all assembled — all in arms, some 
of them were heard to say, ** We will take no man's life, for we 
cannot give it." — " We wUl shed no blood, for it is contrary to the 
religion we have been taught." Which of the negroes said this? 
Not the lowest class of Africans — not the heathen, but the Christian 
ne^oes* 

This revolt has been unlike every other I ever heard or read of. 
In former revolts in diis colony, in Jamaica,, in Grenada, and in 
Bmrbadoes, blood and massacre were the prominent features. In 
this a mildness and forbearance, worthy of the faith they professed, 
(however wrong their conduct may have been) were the characte- 
ristics : even the attempts at bloodshed in this have been confined 
to the Africans who were not yet baptized. This is apparent from 
the evidence already before the court. 

(Signed) 

JOHN SMITH. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY, November 3rd, 1823. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, when the prisciner pro- 
ceeded to call evidence in support of his statement in defence. 

MICHAEL M«TURK duly iwom. (M Evidence J 

What is your name ? — Michael M*Turk. 

Are you the same witness that appeared on this trial before ?—•; 
I am. 

Have you brought with you the letter required by the summons ? — 
I have. 

Will you produce it ? The witness produced the letter (No. 9)- 

Are you acquainted with the hand-writing of the person whose sig- 
nature it bears ? — I am. 

Is that letter in the hand-writing of ^ohn Hamilton ?-^I believe it to 
be so ; and for this reason, because it is a reply to one I addressed to 
him the previous day. 

At the time you received the letter, where did the writer live, and in 
what capacity ? — At plantation Le Resouvenir, as manager. 

Did you receive it on or about the day it bears date ? — I think it wa» 
on or about the day it bears date. [The letter before alluded to 
(No. 9,) read by order of the Court.] 

(Questions by the Judge- Advocate.'^D'id you reply to that letter ? — 
Yes, by stating it was incorrect, both as to the two cases having been 
reported, and my considering the small-pox demolished, as he called it. 

(Questions by the Court,) — Have you that answer with you ?— I have 
a copy of it. [The copy of this answer produced and read (No. 10).] 

Is that a true copy of the original sent ?— Correct. 



H. VAN COOTEN </«/j^ *wo;7f. 

What is your Christian name ? — Henry. , 

Where do you reside ? — On the coast, at Vryheid's Lust. 

What is vQur calling in life ? — A planter. 

Do you know the prisoner ?— Yes. ^ 

Do you remember his arrival in tbis'colony ?— Yes ; but I don't recol- 
lect the precise time ; it may be ten years. ^ 

.After his arrival, do you remember the prisoner's expressing any 
particular wish concerning the chapel ? — Not in particular. , 

Do you remember any thing being said by the prisoner about the 
removaJ of the chapel, to the road-side ? — Yes, I do. Mr.. Smith, as far 
as I can recollect, wished me to write to the owner, to obtain leave to 
ren^ov^ the chapel to the water-side, near the road. 

Did jipu ever attend the prisoner's chapel ? — Yes, frequently. 

When you have so attended, what has been the tenor of his dis- 
courses ? — It has not been for the last twelve months that I have attend- 
ed, and I cannot recollect. 

Do your negroes attend the chapel?— Yes, several of them. 

Is this with your approbation ? — ^Yes. 

Whai sort of negroes were those of yours who attended ?-^The prin- 
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cipal one was the carpenter,. Mars, A^or, now in jail^ and man/ field 
negroes. 

Do you knpw any white persons in this colony that subscribe to the 
Missionary Society ? — I have been myself a subscriber when I was asked 
by Mr. Smith, and I belieye several on the coast. 

Is that the society to which the prisoner belongs ?— Yes, the London 
Missionary Society. 

Have you perceived any alteration in the behaviour of your negroes 
since their attending the chapel ?— Yes, t think so ; that is to say, I 
think they have been rather more obedient than formerly. 

Did you tell this to any one? — Yes, I have told it sometimes, I be- 
lieve, but 1 cannot recollect well. 

Did you ever tell it to the prisoner ?— Yes, I think I have. 

Were you acquainted with the fact of the negroes purchasing books 
from the prisoner ?— I cannot absolutely say that they purchased them ; 
but they have had books from the prisoner, I think I recollect. 

Did you allow your negroes to have books from the prisoner; and if 
yea, why ?— I have not o§ected to it ; because I thought there was no 
harm in it. 

W^r6 yoii acquainted with the fact of the negroes throwing up money 
in the chapel ? — I have heard of it, but was not particularly acquainted 
with it. ' ' ^ 

Wtre you ever present when money has been therein tk)llected ? — ^ 
I don't recollect that I have. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Davies preach a collection sermon in that 
chapel ?— I do not recollect. 

Where were you when you gave the first donation for the Missionary. 
Society ?— On my estate. 

Was it your name or draft for the money you gave on the estate ?— 
It was my draft on a house in London. I first put down piy name, and 
then gave a draft. 

Did you ever give any draft for the money to the society when you 
were in the chapel ? — No. 

Had you any suspicions previous to the revolt, that such an event 
would take place ?— No, I had not. 

Did any thing particular among the negroes of Le Resouvenir take 
place about ten or twelve days before the revolt? — ^Yes, some came to 
. complain to me respecting the manager. 

Did you hear any thing about some of the negroes laying down their 
tools, or refusing to work ; if yea, state what it was ? — It seems there 
were some unwilling to work, but they did not absolutely refuse to 
work that Iknow; there was a few absented themselves, but came 
back the next day. 

Was there any particular reason for their returning ? — Not that I 
know. 

Did one of your sons, or son-in-law, go a-back and expostulate with 
them ? — No, 1 don't recollect. 

Do you remember any thing of a report which was said to be among 
the negroes concerning their freedom, which they had imagined had 
come out ?— I remember sometime before the revolt a rumour that the 
negroes expected something to be done for them at the sitting of the 
Court of Policy. 

How many years have you been in this country ? — ^These fifty yeara 
past ; it was fifty years last February. 
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How much of that time hive you been in the habit of observing th^ 
character of negroes ?— i suppose from the beginning. 

Are they in general capable of relating correctly any conversation 
that has taken place in their presence ?— 'I think very badly in general ; 
some of them may be more capable than others. 

Is it customary to send negroes with verbal messages when accuracy 
is required ?«-No, it is not ; at least I would not do it. 

For what reason Would you not send such messages verbally?— Be- 
catise I think negroes in general bad messengers ; ten to one if they 
carried it correctly. 

Who is the attorney of plantation Le Resouvenir ? — Myself. 

Do you consider yourself or the manager bound to communicate ta 
the prisoner' all official orders regarding the negroes in general, which 
may be sent to either of you ?— No. 

Were they that attended the chapel, in appearance cleaner or better 
dressed after they attended the chapel, than they had been used to be 
before ?— I don't know of any difference. 

(Questions by the Court. J-^ln your judgment would not any negro 
remember the substance of a conversation about a revolt, or the soldiers 
being more strong than them if they revolted ? — I think they might. 

Do you know Bristol, Seaton and Manuel^ witnesses on this trial ?— 
I do not know them. ^ 

Were the negroes of Le Resouvenir also rather more obedient, as well 
as those of Vryheid's Lust since they attended chapel ?— 1 cannot say 
that ; I have not found any difference on Le Resouvenir estate ; the 
negroes of Le Resouvenir did not attend chapel so well as those on the 
neighbouring estates. 

How do you know that ?•— That I heard from the prisoner. 

How did Le Resouvenir negroes behave during this revolt ?— -They 
came into the house, and forced the arms from the manager the first 
day, but I was not present. 

Are you aware that these negroes joined in the revolt f — According 
to reports they certainly did. 

Would you at any time, whilst Bethel chapel was shut, have prevented 
Mr. Smith, (the prisoner) preaching to or instructing the negroes on 
your estate ?— I would not have prevented it had I been asked ; but it 
was not done. 

In your opinion could the negroes recollect the heads of a short dis- 
course, and accurately take up the meaning of the lectures ?— 6f a short 
discourse some might, I think. 

[The Court adjourned till the following day at ten o'clock. 



SIXTEENTH DAY, November 4th, 1823. 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment. ^ 

JOHN STEWART, duly sworn. 

What is your name, place of residence, and calling in life ? — John 
Stewart, manager of plantation Success. 

Had you an opportunity before you became manager of SuccesSi of 
observing the behaviour of other negroes?-^! had. 
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Did yott obsisnre any difference between the behaviour of the Snooess 
ne^oes and that of the negroes of other estates, if yea, what difference ? 
— 1 don't recdllect observing any particulars. 

What was the general conduct of those of the Success negroes who 
attended chapel ? — Some good and some bad. 

Did any one ever inquire of you concerning the behaviour of the 
Success negroes, if yea, who ? — I really don't remember* I remember 
Mr. Smith once asking me about the character of Quamina. 

Did you ever commend the behaviour of the Success neffroes, who 
regularly attended the chapel, to Mr. Smith ? — I do not recollect, but I 
may have done it. 

Did you ever refer any quarrel or misdeed of a negro to Mr. Smith, to 
settle ? — I think I have. The question sent by Mr. Cuming to me about 
Jack of Success I referred to Mr. Smith. 

Is this letter in your hand-writing? — [Letter produced to witness 
marked (No. 11.)] Yes. 

[The letter admitted in evidence and read.] 
Did you ever recommend any of die negroes of Success to the prisoner 
to be baptized ? — ^Yes, I did. 

What were the qualifications upon which you recommended them? — 
General conduct as to the duty ot the estate. 

Were the negroes that regularly attended the chapel insolent pr diso- 
bedient ? — ^Some were insolent, and some obedient. 

Were there more or fewer of such negroes disobedient, than obedient? . 
— There were more obedient than disobedient. I refer to the whole 
gang, and also to them that attended the chapel. 

Were the majority of those negroes who attended the chapel disobe- 
dient or obedient? (for I am now speaking of those only.) — ^Tlie majority 
were obedient. 

Would you have recommended a bad-disposed negro to be baptized? 
— ^No, I would not, if I knew any Uiing bad about him at the time. 

Did not the hope of obtaining your recommendation for baptism stimu- 
late them to good conduct ? — I cannot say* 
Is this letter in your hand-writing ? — ^x es. 

[Letter (marked No. 12.) produced and read, dated 14th December, 
1822. 

Did the prisoner ever send home to you a man who had absented 
himself? — I don't remember that 
. Is this letter your hand-writing? — Yes, it is. 

[Letter (marked No. 13.) produced and read, dated 12th April 1822.] 
About how many negroes have you recommended to the prisoner for 
baptism ? — I cannot recollect, I never kept any account of them, and it 
is impossible to remember them for seven or eight years. 
Have you recommended many ? — A good many. 
Were you ever at Bethel chapel on a Sunday? Yes, I have 
been. 

Did you ever see there a larger congregation than the chapel could 
hold ? — I have seen some on the outside of the chapel, but don't know 
whether the chapel could hold them or not. 

What was the reason the people remained outside ? — I don*t know. 
Did you make any observation, or remark to the prisoner concerning 
the crowd that was in or about the chapel die last time you were therel 
— I really don't recollect the last time 1 was at chapel. 

Did you n6t On one occasion tell the prisoner that there Were as many 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 

outside as iiitida of th« ebapelt**-! nay bara told bun sOi but I don't 
recollect it. 

Were you ever present in the cbapel when money has been therein 
conectedf— Yes, I was. 

For what purpose did you understand was such collection^ made ? — I 
understood it to be for the support of the Society to which the prisoner 
belongs, viz. the ** African Society." 

What do you mean by the African Society? — The London Missionary 
Society. 

Did you contribute any thing, or give your nameT — 1 did once or 
twice. 

Did the negroes of Success who attended the chapel appear poorer or 
more miserable ihaH those who did not attend 7— There are very few 
Success negroes but who attend the chapel occasionally; I cannpt. point 
out any particular difference that I observed. 

Do you remember there existing previously to the revolt a rumour 
among die negroes concerning the instructions which had been then 
lately received by the Governor regarding them? — The prisoner men- 
tioned something of that kind to me some weeks previous to the 
revolt 

Did you never hear any thins about this report before the communi- 
cation of the prisoner to you ! — Never, (hat I recollect 

Did you previously to the revolt hear or know of any acts of the 
Degroes by which they showed discontent and dbsatisfaction ?— I did 
not 

Do you know any thing of the behaviour of some of the negroes on 
Le Resouvenir about the period of which 1 have just spoken? — I know 
that ten or twelve of them (so the manager told me,) left their work two> 
or three weeks previous to the revolt 

Did you communicate what you heard to any one? — I asked Mr. 
Smith, the prisoner, if he had beard it. 

Be pleased to state Mr. Smithes answer, and all that passed between 
you and him when you asked him this. — He told mc he did not hear 
that the negroes had left their work, and that he hoped it was not on 
account of the instructions said to have been received by the Governor 
from home ; and that he knew some of them had an idea that their 
freedom had come out ; that a number of them put the question to him ; 
and among the first your man Quamina ; that he always told them, no; 
that freedom had not come out, but something to better their condition » 
or some such expression. 

Do you remember the prisoner calling upon you a short time before 
the revolt?— Yes. 

Was he alone, or accompanied by any one? — Mr. Elliot was with 
him, the miiiionary. 

Do you remember upon what day and in what month this was ? — I 
believe it must have been in August, but I do not recollect the day. ^ 

Did you on that occasion tell the prisoner something that you had 
heard the head driver of Le Resouvenir say to the negroes ? — 1 do not 
recollect whether I told him or not. 

You said something just now about the head driver having told you 
something, what was it ? — He told me tliat tiie negroes had l^en away, 
and he did not know what it was for; that they were turning out late that 
morning, and the manager had ordered to punish them with a cat ; and 
that he did not know whether it was on. that account they ran away, or 
from their own bad hearts. 
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MFtLB any one present during the whole i^ the conversation between 
yourself and the prisoner? if yea, who was present? — I have aJreadv 
stated Mr. ElBot. 

Did you inform any one of what the prisoner told you coneeming 4ie 
inquiry of Quamina as to the instructions which had been received from 
home concerning the negroes ?•— Yes, I did ; I told Mr. Cort of it. 

Who is Mr. Cort; and what notice did he take of it after yon told 
him ?•— Mr. Cort is the attorney of the estate ; he went over to Mr. Smith 
with myself to inquire of him further of what Mr. Smith told me. 
* Did any,' and what, consultation take place on this occasion ?«— When 
Mr. Cort went over, he stated to him what I had told him, and asked if 
it was correct ; he said it was ; Mr. Cort asked him if the negroes really 
had the idea that freedom was come out ; he said, yes ; and that several 
oTthem had put the direct question to him, and among the ftrst Quamina 
of Success : Mr. Cort pressed him then to tell how the negroes came to 
know that; the prisoner said they might hear it in various ways; for 
instance, negroes could hear it from sailors when they came ddwn from 
estates with produce; they would introduce into their songs that they 
were great fools to be slaves ; that they could also hear, it from hucksters 
in town ; Mr. Cort still pressed him further if he knew of any other 

Serson that told the negroes any thing about it ; he declined givinff a 
irect answer to that, as he did not wish to criminate any one ; he also 
told Mr. Cort that he was thinking of telling the negroes from die pulpit 
that the idea of freedom was erroneous, and to tell them what ne 
believed it was : Mr. Cort told him he thought it would be as well not to 
take any thing of that sort upon himself, that it might be exaggerated to 
his own prejudice; and 1 think Mr. Cort recommended, if be did 
mention it, to mention it to the proper authorities, but I am not certain. 
Mr. Cort also stated to him the reason why he supposed the court of 
policy did not do something previous to that ; that one of the members of 
the court of policy was sick, and another, I believe, out of the country ; 
that they were then sitting, and that he was sure something would be 
done very soon in , the instructions said to have been received from 
Government. 

What rank did Mr.'; Cort and you, at that time hold in the militia? 
— Mr. Cort, I believe, was second lieutenant^ and I was serjeant 

CQuegtions by the ProiccteCorJ-^W hat ^ were Quamina and his son 
Jack on the estate ^^Quamina was head carpenter, and Jack was head 
cooper. 

Were not all the negroes of Success engaged in the revolt ?-t-I 
believe they were. 

For what period of time did the negroes of Le Reseuvenir leave their 
work ? — 1 don't know when they returned. 

Was the communication the prisoner made to you respecting Quamina 
the only one? — Yes,* the only one; he made it twice. 

C Questions by the Court,) — Were Jack, and Quamina, and {Grace, 
and Ben, whose misconduct you mention in tibe letters read to the court, 
attendants on the chapel ?— -1 believe they were. 

Did Quamina, Jack,' Bethney, Britton, Dick, Frank Hamilton, 
Jessamin Quaco, Ralph, and Windsor, belong to Plantation Success a^ 
the time of the revolt ?— Yes, they did. 

Did any of them attend the chapel?— The whole of them oecasion^lyA 
except Ralph. i. . 

No. 6. G 
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aoliTCilyjeD^^iBtged in the late itbeUipn V^l believe, thcr^ iiave, but ma aol 
quite certain ; I have been present at Jack's, and Rafph'^* Befae/s^ and 
Jack's trial, also Jessamin's* 

What became of Quaniina?-*He ran away;r-was shot in the bimfcu 
and is now hanged in chains ia front of the estate. 

Who were the most active of the insurgents on Plantatioa Suocess?—-* 
Richard was the most desperate character I have seen there ; Befoejr 
was very active ; Jessamin, and all those who have been tried, except 
Qaatiina and Jack, whom I did not see do any harm; they were 
keeping the rest back, and preventing them from doing me any injury. 

Was not Quamina a reputed Idackf in the revolt?'— I heard he was 
Moli, but I did not see it* 

. Waa the conversation with Mr. Smith and Mr* Cort in your preaeaee 
after the 3501 of Jnfy?— Yes, it wa$» 

Did he tell you he biaiself had told Quamina what had come out 
regarding the whip ? — He did not ; he only said that he told him that 
something had come out to better their condition. 

Did you make a special report to Mr. Cort of what Mr. Smith told you 
about Quamina, or did yon mention it in casual conversation?—! 
mentioned it in course of conversation. 

JOHN HAMILTON; dufy sworn. 

What is yfour name, and were you manager on Plantation Lo 
Resouveoir in November and December 1819?-riJohn Hamiltoa ; 
yes, I was. 

Do jou remember any cases of sniall-pox among the negroea of 
that estate at that time ? — I do* 

- Are the contents of thisiletter your own diction, and are the 
facts therein stated true ?— - 

[Letter produced.] — They are; it la my luind**wrlting ; I 
have signed it, and will stand to it. 

Where were the infected n^iroes placed ? — On the plantain 
walk of the estate a-back. 

How ihr was the place where they were from the chapel ? 

About 1,400 or 1,500 roods. 

Were the infected negroes in a house, if yea, what became of 
it? — A temporary house was erected for them, and when the 
infection was supposed to be gone, Dr;M^Tiirk, then the medical 
practitioner of the estate, went a-back in ipy absence with an 
overseer, and had it burned. 

After that house was burnt, were you aware of aby lother of the 
p^oes having the small-pox ? — I was not myself, but doctor 
MTurk, the medical practitioner, was the best judge of that. 

Did you ever hear any conversation between doctor M^lTurk 
and Mr. Smith concerning doctor M'Turk's sending a circular to 
the Planters to prevent their negroes coming to chapel ? — I 
recollect a conversation that took place in my house betwixt Dr. 
M^Turk and Mr. Smithy but not about the circular that I re- 
'iDollect. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



«7 

> IM^Drw-M^T^r^bf wdf49or«linilerv^if«raitbe^p 
I' do not recollect ; there wa6 a disagreeable conversation I^We^n 
th^nl^, bbt il M ft Idfig'tifueago, am I eCtnnbt repaember. 

Did he ridicule the idea of the negroes being instructed ip 
reKgion ?-^( don't recollect that he did ; he found fafult with Mr. 
Smith for opening the chapel before the FiscaF^i prder^w^ 
folfilted. ... I 

Was any certificate given concerning that conversat^ft ?t-7-J 
signed a certificate concerning that conversation. 

Was that certificate sworn to ? — No, &r. » 

Did Dr. M'Turk in that conversation say tbat be nevei? had but 
one opinion of religion, or words to that eflfect ? — I really <^Bt)ot 
remember^ it is so long ago. — I reoollaet Dr. M^Turk finding 
iault with Mr. Sf&ith for opening the chapel to strange negroeg* 
Mr. Smth said, he did not care about openrng the ck^pel, as he 
Was not paid by the head for preaching to negroes. 

Have you never told any one that you recollected these thinss ? 
^Not latterly, 1 believe. 

From the manner and language of the prisoner and Dr; 
M^Turk, was it not evident that th^y were quarrelling during the 
conversation? — There was improper language passed on both 
aides. 

Were you in the habit of attending tbe^ prisoner's chapel ?— * 
Som^imes. 

Did you' ever see more people there than could get inside tli6 
dmpel?-^Yes, often. 

" XMd you ever see the negroes throw up money ra the chapel ?— « 
Yes. 

At what hour was the noon service commonly concluded?*— At 
llo'doek. 

« Did you S6e' Mr. Smith the Sunday evening before the revolt ? 
~I did. ^ . 

Where was he when you first spoke to him that evening ?-— . 
Walking in the Middle Walk :•— I viras walking down» anil. he 
was walEing up with his lady. 

What middle walk do you mean, and by " ug and down ?'*— 
Plantation Le Resouvenir. I mean I was going towards the 
water side, and Mr. Sn^ith Was going firon^ it^ there was another 
gentleman along with me. 

Is the middle walk where you saw the prisoner in front or 
back of the house on Le Resouvenir ?— In front of the house and 
dll the I)uildjn|^s. 

What time m the evening was it when you saw Mr. Smith ?— 
About 6 or I past 6 o'clock { it was in the gloaming. 
[ Did you address the prisoner, or accompany him ?— -His ladjr 
ask^ us to go into the house, and we went. • 

How long did you remain in the prisoner's company on tliaf. 
eyefUfig ?-^About f n hour, to the best of my recollect ioi^. 

Did you see the prisoner on the evening of the revolt }—;l djcl.- 

G 2 
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Vn^e did you see him ?-*In the Bliddle Walk in the froirt of 
the boose. 

What time was this ?«*.About | or | past 6 o'cloek ia the 
ereDing. 

Did any thing particular happen on the estate thai eveaiag ?— * 
Yes, a revdt. 

At what time ?— About the same time, | past € o'dock ia the 
evening. 

Did you call out the name of Mr. Smith at that tkne?^>«*-Yesy I 
called him to my assntance. 

Did he oome when you ealled him ?— «>He did. 

Did you hear what the negroes said to him, cm* said in hb 
bearing ?— I did hear some eonTarsation between him and some 
of the negroes, 5 or 6. I heard them persuade Mr. Smith to ge 
to his house; they wanted the manager, and not him. m* 
Smith persuaded them not to trouble the manager^ or any wbke 
person on the estate. 

Did you hear Mr. Smith order them, or instruct thens ^rdld 
he exhort them to be quiet ? — He exhorted them to be quiet.' 

Did you consider the gang of Le Resou?eatr, in general,' a 
reliffious gang ?— Far from it. 

Were they punctual in general in their attendance at the 
service in the cna|)el ?— A few were, but not geoerall v speaking* 

Were you not informed by Captain Simpson on Monday the 
ISth August, of the intended revolt ?— I was. 

What time were you so informed, and did yon inferm thfe 
prisoner of what you bad heard ?— I was informed on the Brick* 
dam in town by Captain Simpson, between one and two o'dodL. 
I did not inform the prisoner. 

Whilst residing as manager on Plantation Le Resouvenir, dad 

you inform the prisoner of all official orders which- were sent to 

you by the burgher captains and constituted authorities ?— I dad- 

not. . » 

[The Court then adjourned till the following day at tea o*ck>ck. 



SEVENTEETH DAY, November 5th. 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

JOHN HAmUTON'S evidence coniinued. 

( Questions hy prosecutor.) — Did you hear the prisoner, during 
the convertetion at yottr house which you bad with Dr. M*TuA, 
say any thing about the influence he had on the negroes' minds?-^' 
I do not recollect. 

Is this your hand-t writing and signatuiSe ? — Yes.— [Docuroeirt 
produced and read.] 
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Is that the certificate you alluded to yesterday ? — ^Yes, it i^. 
^'When did you return to Le Re^uventr, after receiTiug the 
communication from Captain Simpson ? — ^About three or four 
o^Iock in the aftemooa. 

What was that communication ? — He asked me if I was going 
heme, I said I was not; 1 had just come to town, and had some 
business to do previous to going out of town ; I had also promised 
» gentleman^ a friend of mine, to dine-widi him. > He advised me 
to go home as soon as possible, as something vms likdy to ocour 
on the coast that evening. That was all tirat passed between us 
to^hebest ofay recollection. 

' When you called to the prisoner that same evening of the re« 
▼ek, had he been walking out for anv length of titne previously t 
-«-l do not- know how long Mr. Smith was out walking ; when I 
first saw Mr. Smith, he was coming towards the buildings from 
the water-side. * 

In going from Us house ^to the water^side, must he not pass 
near ydur noose ?—*No« 

At what distance is the residence of Mr* Smith from yours ?— 
I suppose 100 paces. 

At the time you called to him, were not the negroes round your 
heuse ?-^They were, and in the house. 

: Cbfiyou the* positively take upon yourself to say, that it was 
not later than half'past six when you called to tlie prisoner?— 
L«imnot ^Lactly say ; it must have been somewhere nrom that to 



iQue$ii&n$ by the Court.) — What distance was Mr. Smith 
fi*om his house when you met him on* Sunday evening ?-^From 
160 to ldO<roods, 1 suppose. 

< What distance is it from Mr. Smith's house to Success Builds 
ite?-^Abettt 600 to 700 r^yods, I suppose. 

Do you know if Quamina of Success was concerned in the revolt 
whieh took place on or about the 18th of August last, and what 
time did you gain your information of his being so engaged ?— 
I did not know, until informed at three o'clock by Mr. Mackie, 
asanager of Montrose, on my way home on Monday, who in* 
formed me that he had se^n the letter from Quamina to Mr. 
Simpson's boy Joe. 

Did you receive an afiswer ta your letter, addressed to Dr. 
M^Turk, dated 19th December, 1819, relative to the small-pox on 
Le Resouvenir estate ; if so, did that reply acknowledge your opi- 
nion of the disease being eradicated, to be correct ? — I cannot 
recollect. 

Did you ever mention to the prisoner what Mr. M'Kay to^d y oii^^ 
respecting Quamina ? — 1 never did, 

JOHN THOMAS LEAHY, Lieutenant-Colonel Slst regiment, 

dufy iwom. 

Do you remember the revolt of the negroes which broke out on 
the east coast of this colony in August last ? — Yes. 
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Had jfoii tfnj doty lo discharge <»d that ocea6ioD?-^I W9^ sent 
up the eiist ix>a8t on the evening of the 19lb, in cons^quenee of 
the revolt of the negroes. 

Did you come up with or meet any of the cevolti^d negroes ? — 
I came up ' With them at Bachelor's Adventure, or railher net 
them. ' 

Had you aily, afeid what conversation., with the revoked ne- 
groes ?— ^I had, on th^ teorning of the 80th M Bachelor's Adven* 
ture^ they adsemUed it great force, and took up a positioUi seme 
on the bridge on one side of Bachelor's Adventure, and some on 
the bridge on the other side ; they were firmed with guns, fire- 
arms, cutlasses, muskets aUd pistols ; the men under my com- 
mand stood at their Urms, and 1 #ent forward to (he bridge lo 
apeak to them, and: try to persuade them to ky down their arms 
and return to their work. I was conducted to the party on the 
right by some men, who promised that nothing should occur 4o 
me ; after conversing with that psLtiy, they cotraiieted m^ to the 
body assembled on this side of the'estate ; the negroes spokedif- 
ferently as to trllat they Watited, sdme waited three days, and the 
Sunday to go to church ; some wanted two days, and^the Sunday 
to go to church ; some said they waidted' fheir freedom, and adme 
wanted to tie me up as there were prisoners tied in the -yard. 
I explained to them that I would use my exertions with General 
Murray to <44tain for them part of Saturday, and of course 
Sunday to go to church, but they must first lay dovm their amw. 
Further, some of them said that if they did ask leave to |^ to 
church on Sunday, they got punished for ft, or gpt coUoo togin, 
or the middle dfunp to clear (be grass away brom ; that when imey 
complained of it, they were told by Dr. M ^Turk it was the GiO- 
•verpor's orders, and when they spoke to Mr. Spenc^, he said it 
was the Fiscars orders ; I told th^m that of course they could nqt 
come to town as it was martial Jaw, but I would mention the 
f ircumstan^ to the General, .and 1 hoped they would lay down 
their arms ; Jack, Telemaqhus, and Seaton, and Tom Gibson, I 
think, promised to com3m«inicate to the rest of the negroes what 
i said I would tell the Goveruor, :and they weilt awav finr 
that purpose, and I returned in half an h6ur afterwards* oeeing 
they were not inclined to lay down their arms, I went out anil, 
aadf requested some of theoi I met out on the road to tell Jack or 
^om Uibson, or som^ oif tbem^ho were about me, to come and 
tell me why they did; not iMy down tbeii- ^ms; they. .were nj^t 
forthcoming, but the people who then came up and tiddreased 
me said they wanted to be free; in consequence of .which I 
marched out the troops foir the purpose of dispersing them ; — that 
is all I know. 

Did you not make some memorandum or other, in writing, of 
wha.t the people had told you ? — ^I did ; and I haye related, asilar 
as I can recollect, the substan^ce, of it ; but I have since destroyed 
it as useless. 
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< W^ tbeiier i|q oth^rrgrie.YaiH^e eilat^ bj tbe ii€^<p09 ex^t 
those wbirfi yaii ha\re slated ?-r-None, that my inenfiory wiil alloflr 
me to recollect, more than what I have akeady stated. 

Did YOU shew the memorandum to any one before yQU tore \i 
up i — ^ifes, I did ; I ahawed ijt tp the other officers who were with 
n^ at the house of Bachelor'sAdventure. 

Who were those officers ; pr if you do not remember, what 
conJpanies were there ? — Captain Stewart was there with his 
cpi»pany ; csaptain ^ppeliMs with his company ; lieutenants Ped- 
4ie9 Booth, Anstrutber ; I brieve . lieutenant Peddie saw it ; 
captain A pfteliusaixd lieutenant Booth ; but I am not quite cer- 
tain if liiMit€»ant Anstrutber, or captain Stewart saw it; l^fr. 
Richard Reid was there also, and $aw it. - 
\ Did the negroes on that occasion, at Bachelor's Adventure, say 
aoj thing about the prisoner? — I don't think I heard the prir 
aoo/er's name. mentioned untU I returned to town. 

(Qutsiion by the Ca«r/.)-T-Did the majority of the negroes, 
with whom you con¥eraed in the 6rst instance, demand their free- 
dom ? — At first there was more demand for freedom and three 
daya, than any thing else ; but latterly, when I came out a^ain, 
they were all for freedom, and all of them dwelt considerably on 
going tochapel on Sunday^ 

JOHN REED duty sworn. 

What is your name, calling in life, and place of resideace?— 
John Reed, a [banter, residing on the East Coast. 

Is this your hand-writing ? — It is. {Document produced and 
read.] - ' • 

Did you send the paper or letter just read, or delirer it to the 
prisoner ? — I delivered it to the prisoner. 

Where were you when you so delivered it ? — I was on my sick- 
bed at Dochfour. The prisoner intruded himself at my domestic 
board, even at my sick bedside ; asked and obtained permission 
to erect a place of worship, on disinterested, though legal con- 
ditions. 

How many times was the prisoner at your bouse ?— I think 
three or four times. 

Do jou remember at what time of d^, and on what occasion, did 
the prisoner go first to your house ? — It Was early in the morning, 
for the purpose of obtaining leave to erect a place of worship. 

Where did you, on that morning, meet with the prisoner^ and 
did you ask him to stay breakfest, or did he remain without invi- 
tation ? — I met him oii the road leading to tbe'%state, and^I be- 
lieve I asked him to stay breakfast. 

Did you present him with the deed of gift on that occasion ? — 
I did not. 

Did you promise him to consider of it, and let him know if he 
came ajgain ? — I did. 
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' l^bat reasovi did the prisoner umgu fm- wMiiiig to obtain ^ 
pleee of land for the erection of a chapel i — ^Fof the purpose ^ 
be.nefiting the negroes in that neighbourhoodi by bis presekoe 
ainonffst them. 

Did the prisoner not also say that it would save the >negroes 
from walking so far, which was a subject of complaiiit anfeonjg 
some of the planters ? — He said so. ' 

Did any, and what conversation^ pi^s between jou •n that 
occasion, touching or <;oncerning the probability <k his Excel- 
lency's leave bein^ obtained ? — My recollection does hot serve me 
as to the conversation that pas^d between us respecting it. 

Did you give it as your opinion, (hat his ExcelleiMy would not 
grant the leave desired ? — I do not recollect that I did* 

(Questions by the Cbwr/. J— Had you any cause to withdraw 
your permission respecting the erection of a clm|»el at Doehfoor, 
and if so, state it ?— My permission ibr the erection of « ehapel 
depended on his Excellency's approval; and his Exodlency was 
pleased to disapprove of it, in consequence of complatirts amde 
against the prisoner. .,.'.. 

What do you mean, when you say the priacHier in traded him"- 
self? — I was unacquainted with the prisoner before, and on oni^ 
occasion he brought Mrs. Smith along with him ; perhaps, JL 
should not have deemed it an intrusion, but for his subsequent 
conduct. 

Did the prisoner go into your sick bed-room without being 
asked ?— ^No, he did not. 



The Reverend W. S. AUSTIN dult/ sworn. 

What is your name, profession, and.where do you reside? — 
Wiltshire Staunton Austin ; my profession a minister of the 
E$tabUshed Church; my residence George-Town. 

Where do you officiate ? — At St. George's church, the only 
place of public worship of the Established Church in George- 
Town. I am also^haplain to the garrison. 

Of what kind of persons does your congregation consist i — At 
morninff-service, the respectable inhabitants of the colony, white, 
free-cptoured,and very fe^iv slaves ; in the afternoon, we have few 
whites, the respectable free-coloured population to a greater ex- 
tent than in the morning, and a considerable number of slaves, 
aod they average, perhaps^ about three hundred slaves, princi* 
pally domestics* 
I In what mann^'.do you r^ad the Scriptures to them ; t. e. do 

Jou select chapters, or do you read the chapters consecutively ? — 
n the morninff-service I read the chapters pointed out by the 
Church of En^^land ; In the afternoon, I follow the example of my 
predecessor, in reading the Bible through. I must observe, how- 
ever^ that I occasionalljr omit some chapters. I readOstervald*s 
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exptanatioR of! the tbapterdy the tninsfotion of wliichis'sanfctioned 
by the Society for the promotion of Christian knowledge. 

Is.pablie teachinff alone sufficient for the instruction of the un^* 
educated slaves ?— Uertainly not ; in my humble opinion, I should 
consider it almost the least essential part of a minister's duty, at 
least, with respect to that part of the population. 

Can any minister of the Gospel properly discharge his sacred 
duties without having some other intercourse with his congrega- 
tion besides public teaching ?t-I have already answered that 
qnestioD. 

Will you be pleased to state what other intercourse you consi- , 
der. necessary ? — I consider that familiar intercourse between a 
minister and his parishioners, must exist, particalarly the more ig- 
norant part of them, as would enable him to explain in a more 
famtliaF manner than he could do in a public discourse, many ob*. 
eefvations which he may then deliver ', it would be impossible to 
apply a moral lecture, K>r instance, to the case of every individual 
there present ; 4t Would be subject-to- a . variety of objections ; an 
individual with whom he might privately converse would feel 
ofended at being publicly reprimanded ; wer^ a minister to deny 
acc^s to such humbler parts of his eongre^ation as would ap- 
proach him, he would most effectually, I think, unless under ,a 
Biri^e, thwart the object of his public discourses. The spiritual 
wants and feelings of the humbler parts of my congregation can 
oaly be ascertained by personal application, and intercourse ; and 
I deem that one of the most important of my ministerial duties. 

Have you ever been applied to by any of your congregation to 
settle disputes between any of them ? — frequently ; I have settled 
disputes betw^n mother and daughter, fether and son, and in 
some instances, between master and slave. 

Had you ever any Bibles sent out to you by the Bible Society ? 
"—Never. 

Do you know whether Mr. Straghan, your predecessor, had any 
Bibles sent out to him by that Society ?— 'I am not certain. 

Do you remember the revolt which occurred in August last ?— r 
I do. 
Did you go up the coast on that occasion ? — I did. 
Did you see any of the revolted negroes; if yea, did they say 
any thing particular to you ? — I saw many of the revolted negroes 
in compaiw with Lieutenant Peddie and his party ; I met two or 
three on Monday night. On Wednesday morning, about six 
o'docfc, I disembarked in a schooner, on the coast opposite, or near- 
ly opposite, Plantation Lowlands ; I was on my way to Hasling^ 
ton. I met a great number of the insurgents; they were' induced 
to come to me, principally, I believe, by their ascertaining who I 
was. I reasoned with one or two of the more intelligent, stating, 
that I was shocked at what had occurred, and came up the coast 
with a view of preserving the lives of my fellow-creatures. I was 
anxious to ascertain the cause of such extraordinary conduct, and 
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iim {Mitiealsr and dmnile.iR nrf tmubies, I iiwi rdoeiv^ taift ' 
jmpressioD, thftithepricoiier, Ml*. Smitli, washigbij ingtrunieiita) 
te^ the inuirrettioii) andproceeded to inquiries. A varieigf of 
rbasooft were given^ which I d« not cooridep necessary to recapi* - 
tulatct, further tlian as they apply to the prisoner. I must add, 
that in no one instance anuMi^ my numerous inquiries^ did it ap- 
pear, or yms it stated, that Mr. Smith had been in any degree in- 
strumental t* the tnaurrection ; a hardship of beings restricted in 
attendance on his chapel was, however, very generally, a burden 
of complaint. 

Will yon be pleased to state the other reasons ; as you have 
aaid the restriction from attending Mr. Smith's chapel was one P^-^ 
Ttie jnqafiy nm either made by me, or by some one in ray pre- 
8ence,^iexiN*eesing surprise that bloodshed had hot marked the prcH 
gress of this insurreetion ; the answer was, ^^ It 16 contrary to^he 
religion we pi^ofesa, we cannot give life, and therefore we would 
not take it." 

^ Do you remember any negroes coming to you previonsty to the 
revolt, from the East Coast ?— Yes, t do. . 

What was the object oftbeir coming to you ? — ^To make a-eofUM 
plaint, as they termed it, of the ill treatment they had receir^ 
Amkh an indivfduaL 

Will you state the nature of those complaints, and ho# many 
negroee there wer^f— -The nature of the complaint was put in 
tbc shape ofaa appeal to me a& minister, whether it was not a 
very great hardship that their religious duties should beinter'-^ 
fered with t whether ifaey ought to be prevented attending Mr. 
Smith's ebapel t wbeth^ their evening meetings on their estates 
Ibr religious pwposes weire improper r whether their reading tof 
the Bible was improper, an instance being quoted by one of tfaetid 
of his Bible havi^ been^ taken from him. I first inquired why 
they had not gone to the Governor or Fiscal with their compla^nf, 
t^y stated some casew^ich bad occurred, I think a short thne 
before, of eome oomplaintff having been made and not having been 
attended to. In hopes of settling it in a quiet and amicably 
manner, I waited on Mr. Harper, and related all that had been 
said to me, requesting him to take it on hand and arrange it, 
l^ivingas my reason, the probable in<ks-icacy that there might be 
m ray interference between master and slave, that master l^ing-a 
stranger to me. Mr. Harper declined doing so, giving me very 
8ati8fact(H*y reasons. Their complaints, I must observe, were 
uttered in a very extraordinary style and tone ; and after' some 
consideration, I thought it necessary to report the circumstance 
to the Grovemor. The number of negroes was considerable. I 
did notireckon them, but I imagine there were about twenty men 
and women. 

Did you ever see any of those negroes afterwards ?— Not one 
that I am aware of, except during t^ insurrection on Thursday 
or Friday^ when 1 saw two of them on iheit own estates. 
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. Did Ihejr state whether they bad oiade these eompkiiQti to Hie 
prisoner?-*^! rcmerobOT asking them whether the prtsooer wgt 
aware of the coqnplaiots, and had referred theia to net I dannol 
exa«tiy charge my meoiory, but I think in neither ease did thejr 
say the prisoner had inflaenoed them to come to me. I teliere I 
recommended them to 4>eak to the prisoner ^^ the tnl^t, 
thinkiagv that as they represented themselves to be meabers df 
bfs cenfregaiion* be would have more influence in r^re^ukiiii^ 
tbeir coaduct than I should* 

Did these complaints, and the manners of these negroes, give 
rise to any suspicion that any thing unpleasant might ensue? — 
I must say that I did feel seriouDS appreheasious froflU that, 00m* 
bined with other circumstances, and I mentioned the same io the 
Governor* . - 

What were those o^her circumstances upon which your apfMP»- 
hensions were founded ?— *A variety of little difierences betMRem 
the negroes and their masters ; several reported difieneaces be- 
tween Mr.. Smith and the managers and burgher^eflSqers ; several 
instances of the exercise of undue authority from masters tatfaeir 
alayes ;, that, particularly, of punishing them for their attendance 
at a place of religic^us worship.. These, I must observe^ w^lm 
reports to me, not circumstances to the truth or validity of wbieli 
I can bear witness. 

Is it customary with you to administer the sacrameot withillie 
eburch -doors open or shu^ ? — Closed ; to eabclude thpse whe are 
uel commuoicants, and to prevent intrusion. 

Will you have the goodness .to look at the 41%t and 42d verseg 
of the 19th chapter of Luke, and say whether yen consider that att 
impro|>er text for a sermon ?*— I consider it^ue of Mie most hmm^ 
tiful texts in scripture. 

. Have you ever taken these two vepses and prea^ibed fiiein them 
as a text ? — I am sorry to say I have not. 

Is it not a text very often preached from ?*--l believe so: tbe 

Eassa|^e is very frequently introduced in sermcms, and I believe I 
ave introduced them myself. 

[The Court adjourned until ten o'clock the following day« 



EIGHTEENTH DAY.— 6th November, 18S3. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Rev. W. S. AUSTIN'S evidence resumed. 

(Questions by the Prosecutor,) — ^You had stated that some of 
tbenegroeseomplained of being prevented from attending divine 
service on a SuMay ; was such a complaint ever oiade to you by 
any negro 4^^ your congregation ?^-*Not to mv reeelkctton : what 
I stated was entirely in reference to Mr. Smith's chapel. 
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'When was it that the negroes jou have alluded to tame to make 
the complaints stated in jour evidence? — The date I cannot 
specify : it was about a fortnight previous to the Governor*s 
proclamation respecting some attendance on the chapel^ accom" 
panied by a document from Lord Liverpool. 

Do you refer to their language when you sajr that thehr com* 
plaints were uttered in an extraordinary style ? — I do : one of the 
expressions made use of was, there was an attempt made to set 
down their religion, and that they would sooner die than grve 
it up. 

Did you see two negroes, Sandy and Telemadius, apparently 
engaged as leaders in this revolt ? — I did see Saodv and Teiem- 
ftcbus ; and I think from some expressions they made use of, that 
they were men possessing considerable influence, or were actually 
leaders. I have since bisen convinced that they actually were 
leaders. 

Did not Sandy speak to you about the restriction of the {Pri- 
soner's chapel, and admit tnat this cause of complaint had iNeen - 
removed ? — He did say words to that effect. 

Was Sandy the roan who said in your presence, they would not 
take life ? — It might have been Sandy, but Telemachus is the 
man ou whom I can more particularly charge it. 

Have you ever conversed with any of the negroes during the 
revolt ; with reference to it up to the present time ?^— Yes, I have. 

Did any of these negroes ever insinuate that their misfortunes 
were occasioned by the prisoner's influence over them, or the 
doctrines he taught them? — I have been sitting for sometime as a 
member of the Committee of Inquirv. The idea occurs to 'me 
tiiat<;ircumstanoes have been detailed there against the prisoner, 
but never to myself individually in my ministerial capsunty. 

(By the Court.) — Did you hear before the Board of Evidence 
any statement by the negroes to the efiect of imputing their mis-^ 
fortunes to Mr. Smith ? — I believe I have. 

JOHN DAVIES, duly sworn. 

Wliat is your name, where do you reside, and what is your 
profession ? — My name is John Davies, I reside in George Town, 
and my profession is that of a Protestant Missionary. 

Is it customary for the members of missionary congregations to 
prav extempore at the prayer meetings held in the chapel ? — Yes. 

Did you ever find it necessary, as a minister, to converse pri- 
vatelv with any of the individuals of your congregation ? — I have. 

Of what class or classes of persons does your congregation 
consist ? — Of free people and of slaves. 

Do you often converse with the slave part of your congregation, 
and for what purpose 7 — I frequently converse with the slaves, 
and for the purpose of more familiarly instructing them in the 
doctrine and precepts of Christianity, and also to attend to such 
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little differences as arise among Uie members of tbe chitrdi:} and 
further, when th^ oeme to me respecting marriases, and dif-^ 
frreoees whiish arise sometimes between man and wife. . 

Did jott ever preach on Luke'i 19th chapter, 41 and 4S: verses! 2 
•^I may havte done so^ but I do not recoHect. 

Ib it a text frequently made use of for a sermon ? — Very fre- 
qoeatly: some of the most iamotm sermons have been preached 
from that text. 

What do you mean by iliiiious? — Best known; most exten- 
sivety known. 

Is it customary for missionaries to collect money of their con- 
gregations to dejfhiy the expenses of lighting their chapels^ and 
to purchase bread and wine for the Lord's Supper ? — ^Yes. 

Are you aware that any of the missionary congregations in this 
country were in the habit of contributing money to the missionary 
society ? — ^Yes ; I know my own does, and I believe those of my 
brethren. 

.Wa^tthat witb.the approbation of the Missionary Society at 
hi»in^?**^YeB» 

Did you ever receive any Bibles and Testaments from the 
Britjsk and Foreign Bible Society ? — Yes, manv. 

Are you acquainted with the handwriting of their Secretary, and 
are these three letters from that Society ? — I have received a letter 
from the person who has signed one of the three now* produced^ 
and I believe it to be his handwriting. 

[_The htter and invoice read— front G. O. S. H. Tarn — crf- 
dresied to ike Rev, Mr. Smith.^ 

What are the instructions of the Bible Society to you, concern- 
ing the disposal of the Bibles sent to you ?r— Similar to those in the 
letter just read. 

At what rate use<l you to sell them when the applicants appeared 
aUe to pay the full price ? — Generally about one guilder for a 
shilling ; but when unable, often at a much lower price. For in-^ 
stance, Bibles that cost, including charges, about/. 18 sterling, I. 
sold for f. 15, when the exchange was as high as /• 14. 10.. 
Others at a lower price than that. 

Do you know James Mercer, missionary, now of Trinidad ? — 
Yes. 

Did you and be ever make any ^ttempt.to obtain land for him 
to erect a place of worship in this colony, and if yea, when was 
such attempt made ? — We did ; and I conceive, but I am not per- 
fectly certain, that it was in 1820. 

Will you detail the ultimate success of the steps taken by you 
and Mr. Mercer to accomplish that object ? — I know nothing of 
the ultimate success ; I .was in Europe at the time. As far as I 
had any thing to do with it, it failed* 

Do you remember the prisoner and yourself callieg upon Mr* 
Cort to request his signature to a note of Mr. Van Cooten I — 
Yes? 
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* Did iuMF, and wtet, wamtMUn pafes oir tlNit ^Mcaffoo l--S^Md4 
cottTeriatioit p809ed, bitt ^h«t I MnMt V6€»U«ot. 

Was any thiii||[ said «boiit the evMing* meettngci in tba ehapel 
of La KssouTamr dne^ a week ^— Yes; Mr. Cort obj€feted to 
them ; Mr. Smltli replied be would give them ap if tbe^eotlenien 
fm tbe coast' would allow the negroes some other time ferattead- 
inr an bjsministrf^ I4o not reoallect any thing AHther on the 
subject. 

Did tbe prisoner saj be woiiM give up tbe eveaing meetiags oq 
he Resouvenir, if Mr. Cort would allow bim to preach oncea-week 
ajpon anj of the four estates 'of which Mn Corl was attorney?*— 
l&tbe best of my recollection, he did. 

Did Mr. Cort consent to this ? — The impression on my annd is^ 
tbat be did not. 

Were you ever present when money has been collected from tbe 
negroes at Bethel chapel f — I believe I have. 

Do vou remember any whites contributing in the chapel, and if 
yea^ do you remember who they were ? — 1 believe there were 
whites present, but who they were I do not r^colieet ; i am not 
aartan but Mr. Van Cooten was there. 

[Tbe Court adfourned till tbe following day at 10 o^clocb. 



NINETEENTH DAY, 7th November, 1823. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment. * ' 

BRISTOL) a negro^ understands the nature of an oath / du(y 

sworn. 

Are you the Bristol who has been before examined on this trial I 
—Yes. 

Were you regular in your attendance at the services in Bethel 
chapel ? — I was. 

Do vou know Jack, of Success; and, if yea, was he a regular 
attendant at the chapel F — t do know Jack, but he did not attend 
regularly at chapel. 

Mow often was Jack at the morning service ?--'Sometime8 he. 
did not come for two or three Sundays; I have seen him there 
very seldom. 

Did he attend service on Thursday evenings ? — Sometimes ; 
very seldom. 

Do you know Paris, boat-captain of Good Hope ; and, if so, 
what sort of an attendant at the chapel was he ? — I know Paris, of 
Good Hope ; he very seldom attenas chapel. 

Was Paris baptized, or was he a Christian ? — That I don't 
know. 

Did you know Richard and Hamilton, Beffony or Betbney 
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Britton, Dick, Jessamine, Ffaak, Wiodaor, Ralph, and Qytfoo, 
belonging t^ Planf atkm Saccess ; were aajr, and whieh^ of tbem 
Christians ? — I know them all except Quaeo ; B9Q^ of them ara 
Cbri^tiana. . 

. Did these people^ or any of them, often attend the chapd ?---^ 
Sometimes, bat. not often ; I mean all 4if them. 

Did jou ever know any of the people who attended the chapel 
to beg wine of the prisoner or his wife, for their sick friends ; and, 
if so, was it given i — I have known them to^ so^ when it was 
given. 

Did you, at any time, hear the prisoner say, ^^ if your master 
has any work for you to do oh a ounday, it is your duty to tell 
him Swtday is God's day {''-^He did not tell as so ; be told us if 
our master rave us any thing to do on a Sunday, we muit do it j^ 
be never told us not to do it. 

What sort of conduct was it for which the prisoner prevented 
members receiving the sacrament ? — Sometimes they went to do 
their own work on Sunday ; and some of them again went and did 
tbiki^s which were sinful, such as taking away a man's wife. 

Did the prisoner ever punish the negroes, who were members 
of bis congregation, for running away from their masters ? — Yes ; 
if they happened to be members of the church they would not be 
allowed to come to the table any more. 

Did the prisoner ever give you or the people any advice con- 
cerning your spending money at funerals ? — Yes; he said if any 
body died, he told us that we must not buy hogs or fowls, but 
rather to use our money to buy mourning. 

Did the prisoner ever say any thing to you about getting drunk 
at funerals I — Yes ; he said we must not buy so much rum and. 
other liquors to make people drunk when they come to funerals^ 

Do you remember the small-pox being on Le Resouvenir h^ 
Yes." 

What day was it that you first heard of its being there i — I can« . 
not remember the day rightly now. 
Was it on a Sunday ? — I cannot tell. 

Do you ever remember being turned away from the chapel, and 
not bemg allowed to remain in the service ? — Yes. 
" On what occasion did this happen, and what was told jrou od- 
that occasion, and by whom ? — On account of the small-pox ; Mr. 
Smith, the prisoner, told us that the doctor said that the small-pox . 
was there, and that we must not come. 

(Questions 6y the Prosecutor.) — Did you ever see the prisoner 
give wine to the negroes for their sick friends i — Yes. 
How often ? — 1 cannot tell. 

To whom did you ever see it given ? — I saw him give some to 
an old man named Appia, living at Van Cooten's, and some to 
Azor when he was sick ; he lives also at Yan Cooten's ; he gave 
to others, but I don'^t recollect their names. 
Where were you when you saw this ? — I was at chapel. 
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Wasftaft^ tIieordKmHioe?---Ye8. - ^ 

Did you ^vei* seeany negro punished bj tbe prisoner for running; 
away frdni bis muster ?— Tr es. 

Who ? — ^I saw York, of SuocesSi for one; he is tfae only mem- 
ber I have seen punished ; the rest are Christians, I canH remem- 
ber their names ; some Christians from Mahaica-side ; cari*t re- 
member their names. 

How long ago was this ? — It is almost a year now. ^^ 

(Questions bit/ tiie CbirrtO— How are they punished i — York is 
a member, and he would not allow hinp to come to the ordinance 
any more ; the others, he said if they ran away they must riot com^ 
tochapeh 

In what manner were the hogs and fowls disposed of at funerals i 
—They killed them to eat« 

RICHARD ELLIOT, duly sworn. 

What is your name, place of residence, and calling in life ?^ 
My name is Richard Elliot, my abode Ebenezer Chapel, Wes| 
Coast of Demerara River ; my profession is a minister of the Go»; 
pel, and missionary. 

Of what class of persons is your congregation composed ? — J 
have tifo congregations, the one down the coast principally of 
slaves, and one in town in Cumingsburgh consists of slaves, whiter 
and coloured people. . , ,f 

In what order do you read and expound the Scriptures to. your 
congregation i — Down the coast 1 read the Scriptures in rotatioq; 
in tne Old Testament in the morning, and expound the chaptor 
which is read. I then read a chapter in the New Testament, j|q( 
in rotation ; generally the chapter from which my text is. taken^ 
' What sort of communication do you find it necessary to hol4 
with individuals of your copgregation ? — I find it necessary to 
converse with them frequently and free! v about religion. 

Were you ever at Bethel chapel wnen money has been col- 
lected for the Missionary Society ?— Yes, I have been there re- 
peatedly. 

Did any white persons contribute on those occasions ?«— Ycss, 
there^were some. 

Did'you ever hear any of the planters of the East Coast speak 
of the behaviour of those of their negroes that attended the pri- 
soner's chapel ?— I have heard several speak of the negroes attend- 
ing chapel conducting themselves generally better^ .and some osf 
them I nave heard spoken very highly of. 

Do you remember the last time you visited the prisoner at Le 
Resouvenir? — Yes, I visited the prisoner on the 5th of August 
last. 

How many days did that visit last ? — Three days^ I left Mr. 
Smith on the 7th of August. 
Did you and the prisoner go any where together during your 
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visit ?-«-09 the mprniog of the 7th, previM^ to my ]teai^n)srMi^* 
Smith, Mn Smith and 1 went to Saccess. I likewise. w^nt up the 
ooast with Mr. Smith, and called on Mr. Hopkinsoiu 

Did jod see Mr. Hopkinson, and if yejBL, did any, and wbit, 
tonversatiooiake plaee relative to the relig^ious neffroee belonging 
to biBfi?— «Ye8, we saw Mr. Hopkinson. Mr. Hopkinson w^s 
speaking of the religious negroes, and told Mr. Smith, some of 
(us negroes attended liis chapeL Mr. Smith said he believed not ; 
or if they did, he did not know their name. Mr. Hopkinson men^ 
tia d the names of some of the negroes whoattended the chapel. 
Mr. Smith inquired how those negroes that attended behaved.; 
And Mr. Hopkinson said they behaved remarkably well ; indeed 
he could not wish them to behave better. 

Were you and the prisoner at the house of Mr. Stewart on 
idantation Success ?— Yes, we were there on the 7th of August 
test 

"After you left the prisoner's house to return home, when and 
4vbere did you next see him ?-*-The next time I saw Mr. Smith, 
the prisoner, it was in the street near the Gazette office ; I think 
;it was the Friday after the revolt. ^ 

Did you see him down the West Coast the week before the re- 
-tolt ?— Yes, I did. 

. How long did the prisoner remain on the West Coast ?'— I am 
.not certain ; Mr. Smith went down on the Monday or Tuesday. 
;previous to the revolt, and I returned with him on the Friday. 
. Did you mention to any person on the West Coast, that a report 
vas among the negroes, that their freedom had come out from 
JBi^and i — Yea, I mentioned it to Mr. Newton the burgher- 
captain. 

- . JDoes Mr. Newton hold any other, and what, rank or station in 
this colony ? — I don*t know that he holds any other statiop ; be 
is a planter. 

Is he a member of the Court of Policy ? — Yes, I believe he is. 

Was any one present when yoii mentioned this report to Mr. 

.Newton, and if yea, whom I — Mr. Smith was {iresent ; and I 

think Mr. Allan was present; but I am not certain whether Mr. 

Allan was present at the same time with Mr« Smith. I mentioned 

it to Mr. Newton several times. 

Were you ever present at any interview between the prisoner 
and his honour the First Fiscal ? — Yes^ I was. 

(Qtaestionsfram tie Court.) — Who informed you that a report 
. was in circulation among the negroes that their freedom had come 
out ? — 1 heard Mr. Smith state it to Mr. Stewart, on the 7th of 
, August last. 



.FHILIP, a negroy understands the nature qf an oath ; was duly 

sworn* 

What is your name, condition in life^ and where do you reside ; 
No. 7. H 
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^VUltpt It jd^oper, and five in Cuntidgsborg, G^c^ge-T&m^ 
lartmn^man. 

Are jon a member of Bethel Cbupel, if yea, are von a eoattant 
Attendant tbere ?— I am, and I attend every Sabbath, if not '^itk. 

Do jon Know the priiioner, and if yea, bow came you ac<]|aain«ed 
. with him hrrl do know him, and became ^cquattiied witk him by 
'goiri^ up to hear bim preach. 

Did you ever^on any occasion, go to the prisoner for bia adrice } 
I did. 

Did you recollect any particular instance, and if yea, will yoa 
static What passed on thatoccasionf— When Iwas at theKjtty 
from a change of my owner, I felt tbe treatment very severe, and 
I went to complain to the prisoner, and when I went up to bin, 
I laid my case before him ; after Mr. Smith had given me know* 
l^dge, and I returned home, I found myself en tiriely in the wrong; 
and from Mr. Smith's advice to me, 1 became a &ithful servaol 
iiritil I was sold. 

Wbat was the advice Mr. Smith gave you ? — He told mea ser- 
vant must be dutiful to his master, and all that are put over bim. 

Do you remember any of the doctrines and duties, taught yoa 
and the people by the prisoner? — I do. He told me, if qiy mas- 
ter sent me any wbere about his duty, that I must be very parti- 
cular in seeing it done ; and if I had not got this advice from Mr. 
^mith,' the prisoner, I shoiildnot have been my own fnan this day. 

Do -you remember tbe prisoner calling up all the members, ^fid 
asking them where they had been, and when they said their mas* 
ters gaveH'hem work, he told them they were fbbU for working Mi 
a Sunday for the sake of a few lashes ? — ^I do not know aily toln^ 
of that ; it did not happen in my presence. 

* Did you ever know of any extraordinary n^eetings of tbe mem- 
bers at the chapel ? — No, I do not. * * 

Were you at tbe chapel the Sunday before the devoir ?-t- 
I was. 

What time did you leave on that ddy ?— At three 'o*cldct. 
' Js it customary for any of the members to call in^t tbepii- 
sbnerV house on the Sunday afternoon to btd' him good-bye ?i^ 
1 ^eneriilly do ft before I come away, buft I do not see UAy 
others. 1 .. • ' • 

' 'Do you leave before or after tbe others? — I leave before the 
others; I leave a good many in the church. 
' When'yoti lised toJe^Ve, how was the parson Usually fern- 
^IbV^d ?-^ He generilly takes hi» hat and goes right to his house, 
iiiid r-sit'bn the^si^p Wheti'he cbbaes down. '• ' 

Did he catechise the people after the service is ovet ; if yea, 
did you ever see him when you leftf-^That I cannot say;. I 
}iave never seen it done yet. 

[The Court Adjourned until ten 6\Aock tbe ftltowiiig day. 
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TWENTIETH DAY, 8th I^ovember. :' 

The Codrt having met purstmAt to adjotfrnment^ > ,c ^ 

The ncgra PHILIP'S txidence Was resumed^ • .^ ..<; 

(Questions by the Projccti/or J— When did the prisoner: :gi¥^ 
you the advice you mention ? — To the best of my odemory^' about 
fire ^ears ago. 

Did your master, after this, icootintie to give you as* tniic& 
trork as before? — He did. • I 

* When did you obtain your freedom f— I got my free papers 
about tfiro months before this revolt began. 

Hoiv did you obtain it?-- When I was sold, a lady, namecl . 
Mary Long, bought i me, and she gave me time to ivorli^ fot 
that money back again, which she nad given for me. 

WTito weire you sold to Mary Long?— At the Kitty vendue^ 
nbout five years ago, to the best of my memory. 

JASON, a negro ; understands the nature of ah oath / duly st^orn* 

What is your name ; are you a slave, or free ; and where do 

:yQ«i reside ^— Jason ; I was a slave at first, but dn the dksath 

of my master I was made free. I now live on Plantation '[Tur- 

l^eyen, with my grand-daughter. Mr* YanGooten is myguajr- 

.dian, and takes care of me. 

Do you know the prisoner f— Yes, Sir. 

Are yi}\k a toemb^r br deacon of Bethd Chapel ;-^I am a mem- 
ber and deacon. 

' How !on^ have you been a deacon f— From the time that Mr. 
Wray first preached the Gk)Sp^l. . ' 

What is your duty as a deacop? — My duty as d0ac6n i« to 
hand the bread and wine, as also to make people, who are 
wishful of being baptiised, sensible; if anjr of tnose whoa^ 
baptized are wishful Of becomhig members, or are wishful of 
coming to the sacrament, it is the duty of the deacon to teac!h 
them those things which they require ; after that, it ^ the study 
of the deacon to go round to eoHect the sums, hal^^bitt from 
one, and a bitt from . another, as they can afford, fc^ tbe pur« 
pose of buying candles and wine; and further, tO' reckon the 
money correct. When I reckon the money, it sometitaies amounts 
to f.25, sotnetrmes to ^.24, and sometimes to/. 23. 

Where are these duties of making the peoj^le understand. the 
meaning of baptism, and of being made m^mbers^ performed f 
—In the chapel, always. 

What were the doctrines and duties which the prisoner tati^llt 
the people that used to go to the chapel ?-^The catechism ror 
one. Whe^ we came to the chapel, the parson told us we were 
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to believe in God, and that we were to obfiy pur nasters in 
1^1 things ; that we were not to steal, nor to lie, as it was a 
gfeat evil ; that whatever our masters commanded us to do^ we 
were to do it without speaking a^aih. 

Were you a regular attendant in Bethel Chapel at the morn- « 
ing service i — Yes, I was, except when sick. ^ 

How did the people know when it was time to begin the 
Imoming service?— The bell rang at seven o'clock. 
' Did linj member of Bethel Chapel ever pay for his seat f — 
No. 

Did ydu remember Mr. Smith reading about the children of 
Israel, and Moses, and Pharaoh i — Yes, I heard that. 

How long ago is it since you heard him read about those 
persons ? — ^f can't recollect the time ; I must speak the truth. 

Is it a short time, or a long time since ? — About two months 
before the negroes came to trouble the white people. 

(^Questions from the Court.) — How comes it that your recc^-' 
lectitdn serves you now ?— Because it was quite out of my thoughts 
before. 

(Questiom from the Prisoner) — Do you know how much a 
mont;h is ? — Four weeks. • 

Did you ever hear the prisoner read about David and Saul ? 
-Yes. 

How long ago was that ?— I cannot recollect prop^rlj ; one 
year, perhaps, but qot two years. 

Were there ever more people attending divine service at 
Bethel Chapel than could gfet in? — Yes. 

How often was that the case?— Every Sunday, 
. • Could you afford to ttirow up the money you did for the 
Missionary Society ? — Yes, I could. 

Did any body, to your knowledge, who could not afford, throw 
up moQ^ for that society ? — I dp not know of any. 
, . Did ypu attend the services at Bethel Chapel on Thurdqy eveth- 
ings ? — Yes. 

^hat di/1 the prisoner then read about? — About John the 
forerunner of Jesus Christ ; that we might believe in God and 
Jesus Christ's soul. 

Do you know Azor ?— Yes, I do ; he belongs to Van Cooten. 

How long has he been a member of the chapel ?— From Mr. 
_W ray's time. 

Is be well acquainted with the members ?— Yes. 

Do the people of Le Resouvenir attend the chapel as much as 
the negroes of other estates are in the habit of attending ?.-The 
other estates attend more than the Le Resouvenir gang. 

Was it customary for any of the deacons or members to call in 
at Mr. Smith's house on a Sunday when they were going home, 
to bid him good bye ? — Yes, they called, and said, *' How d^yt 
Massa,'' and** good bj/e.'^ 

Did you attend to your duties as a deacon until the time of the 
re volt i — Yes. 
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(Questions by the Prosecutor*) — Wbat ib your trade, or wlwt 
do you work at ? — When I was with my master 1 was a driver ; 
but since I have^ot my freedom I have beeli a Yager » 

Can you recollect the time when the prisoner told 3?ou whatyott 
hare stated about obeying your master ? — He told me that at aU. 
times, and frequently. 

Was the bell rung to call the people to the Thursday evening 
service ?— No. 

(Questions by the Cburt.) — Were you at chapel the Sunday 
before. the revolt ? — I was. 

Can you read ? — No. 

Were there vfAuy people present, more than usual on that day ? 
— Yes, there w'ere more. 

Previous to your going to chapel on Sunday, were you told 4hat 
th^e would be a great many people there ?— No. 



MARY CHISHQIiM, free woman^ of Success^ understands the 
nature of an oath ; duly sworn* 

What is your name, place of abode, and calling in life ?— 
Mary ; I live at Success. I make bread occasionally, and am free. 

Were you a member of Bethel Chapel, if so, now long have 
yon been a member ?-— Yes ; a len^h of time before Mr. Smith 
arrived here. 

Could any of the members of Bethel Chapel read before Mr. 
Smith came ? — Yes. 

Have vou any slaves of your own ; and did they attend on the 
prisoner s chapel ? — I have ; and they did attend the prisoner's 
chapel. 

Had you ever any fear that the prisoner's instructions would 
make your slaves dissatisfied with you as their mistress ? — No, I 
never had any fear of that. 

Did you attend the Sunday morping services 7 — Sometimes. 

Were you, when you attended, attentive to the prayers offered 
up by the deacons and members on those occasions?— Sometimes 
I was. 

When you were attentive did you bear any thing particular in 
those prayers ? — Yes^ I heard them pray for the world at large, 
the King, and their master, and for themselves, their children, 
and every body. 

Were persons in the habit of coming in during the prayers of 
the deacons T — Yes. 

Did you hear the prisoner read about Moses delivering the 
children of Israel from Egypt?— I have heard Mr. Smith read it 
some time back, not long ago, but I cannot remember the time. 
- Can you form any idea how lone aeo it is since you heard him 
read about Moses delivering the i^ildren of Israel from Pharaoh 
and Egypt ?— No, I cannot rightly say. 
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' l9 it a month or two nonthsi or a year^ or lon^^ or ibirter 
than a yeart— t cannot rightly say how long it is. 

What did you last hear the prisoner read aboat t«^To my best 
knowledge, I think he read Luke, the Sunday before the re- 
bellion* 

Did you hear the prisoner read the history of David T — Yes. 
. Do you remember what he read about David f — He read about 
when Saul pursued after Davids One night Saul drq>ped aiileep, 
abd David came over to him with his men, and th^t6okaway 
his spear, and his water-cruise ; and when Saul rose up, Dkvid 
halloed to the men of Saul to come for the spear. Another time, 
David cut the skirt of Saul's coat ; then the m^^l >»f David aaid 
they must slay Saul, and David said, God forbid that they shooid 
put their handa upon the Lord% anointed. 

Were there any comments, remarks, or refle<itions made by 
the prisoner on what he read ; if yea, what were they ?— Yes ; 
. he remarked what a good^ man David was not to revenge upon 
Saul; when he had it in bis power to take his life he wo«dd not 
do it. On one of the members observin^^ to the prisoner, why 
David did not slay him, the prisoner replied, ^^ it was better to 
leave him to God's mercy, to do with him jas be pleased." 

How long is it ago since the prisoner read about David a&d 
Saul ?— Not very lo^g ; 1 canaot say^ exactly. '^ 

Did vou ever hear the prisoner, read about any thing elaa, if 
yea, what? — ^Yes; I remember a man had a piece of mnd, and 
the King wanted it; he wMited to exdiange the land, or buy it 
for money ; the man would not sell it ; and the king's wtfe boi> 
rowed the king's 6eal,^and sent to his officers, saying, nut a guard 
over such a man ; and to say that the man had blasphemed ^€rod 
and cursed the king: and then he was stoned to death for sodotaig* 
And his wife said, rise and take possession x)f the land, for the 
roan who would not sell it was dead ; and when the prophet met 
with the king goin^ to take possession of the land, he inquixed.of 
rhim, f^bave you lulled, and are you now going to take posses- 
sion?*' and the kli^.said unto.tlie prophet,/^ my enemy^have 
you found me out.'' 

How did the prisoner apply this story ? — He read it, and' then 
we asked for remarks upon it. Mr. Smith, said, if we did any 
^nghad, Qod woiil^ ^lways find us out; and that Gttd^nt 
Ihia prophet to tell the king that he would punish him for taking 
away the man's land : and that if we did any thing bad, f ^^ ^d 
^ Aot suffer for it ourselves, our children or our grapd^children 
would suffer. 

Did you notice i^ny tbipg particular in the sermon on the Sun- 
day before the revolt ?--Tlt was something about Christ*9 going 
through Jerusalem; I cannot say, exactlv. . ' 

Were there any whites present at that ??""*P? ' — I believe 
there were. ' . 

When the service was oycir, did the people go away directly^ 
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ordidtfief Mttt^abcmtlhe cfaapri ftnjr ttm«?-^Tbey went Terj 
qnUk away. 

Do you know a Woman named Dofe^a, who was a member of the 
eburch ?-*-Ye8. 

Had yon any thine to do with hear on the Sunday belbre the 
revcrit, and if so, what wat itf— Yet, the Sanday before that. 
Ifn Smith Inroad her Mt of the eba{»d^ and^bt got me and 
another tree woman to speak to Mr. Smith for her* 

Did the prisoner speak to Dora, if yea, where i — ^Ye9; be 4id 
in the vestry. 

Had yon to wait, any time before the prisoner was ready to 
converse with her j?»*^I had to wait while the prisoner went to his 
house and got some refreshment. 

How long did the priaoner remain at his boose ?-«-Abont a 
garter of an hour. 

When be eame bad^ did be converse with you and Dora im^ 
jnediately ?— I think there was one or two more people to whom 
be spoke, and when be bad done he apdke to Dora. 

Where were the other people to whom the prisoner spoke, 
^>efore he spoke to Dora ?••— In the chapel* 

When tne congregation broke up on the Sunday afternoon 
before the revolt, did vou see Quamina^ of Success f •— Yes, I saw 
bim come out of the chapel, follow the congregation, and go to- 
wards Success side. 
. . Where wene you at that time ?•-— I was in the chapel.^ 

Where was the prisoner at that time ? <*-He was in his house. 
. What o'clock was^it when the prisoner left off conversing with 
Dora that afternoon ?-^Between three and four, I believe. 

Did all the conversation between Dora, and yourself, and the 
l^iaooer, on that aflemooii, pass in the vestry ?— Yes. 

After you saw Quamina follow the congregation, where did 
you go?»«J was in the chapel when Quamina followed the con>- 
gre^tion, and after that i went home. 

Where did you go from the time that ypu saw Quamina follqftr 
the congregation, to the time Mr. Smithspoke to you and Doca T 
—I was in tbe chapel. 

What time what it that you went borne ?— Between three and 
four, I believe. 

After vou saw Quamina follow the congregation, in what part 
of the chapel were you ^'•— I was sitting down at the side of the 
chapel, near the road, next to the Jalousie. 

From whereyou sat eould you see any body goiato the palrsoa'A 
yard or bouse f-— Yes. 

Did you sit there all the time the parson was in his house ?— <* 
Yes, I did. 

Why did you sit there /"-••I was waiting there for the purpose 
of seeing Mn Smith about tbe woman ; I had no where else to go* 

Did you see any body go into Mr. Smith's yard while you aat 
there?— -I can't say rightly if any body went in or not: I saw 
some women pass through the yard* 

[Tbe Court a^oumed until Monday tbe lOtb instant. 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY, 10th Noypmber, IS^S. 
Thb Court met ppnuiaot to adjoarumei^t^ 

MABY GHISHOliM'S tvidence reimmed. 

Questions hy Me JPrd«ea^or.-^-Ca^ yott read?— ItcMUKrt. 

How many slaves have you got ? — Five ? 

What are their ages ?— Tliere is a iittle girl about eight yeaw rtd ; 
two stout yomen, ah old Hvan I bought lalely» and a gnrl wh«4« 
pr egn ant now with her first child. 

Were tfaerd more people ilt bhap^l on ike Sunday before iSke re- 
volt than usual ? — Yes.. ■ 

Did they go qtiicker dway fh)m ohapd ^iam usual ?*-*Yes,Aey 
went away very quick. 

Did they ffo away towards Success •side'Jn U' lurger body, or ii 

small parties? — I cannot say ; I saw (hem go away in a large body ; 

when i saw them there were plenty of people going to Success side^ 

' Were you in the'diapel or the vestry when you saw Qimttina 

fbllow the congregation oh fliat day ?-— I was id the chapel. 

Oan you state positively the prisoner was not in the chapel when 

Jou saw the congregation go away ? — ^They began to go away before 
e left the chapel, then he went io his honge, and they were atitt 
going. ^ 

Did you not see Quamina follow the ^Mgregution before the 
prisoner left the chapel? — Mr. Smith was ifi his house wh^ Qua- 
mina followed the congregation. 

Did you see Seaton and Bristol at church on that day ? — I cantfot 
say for Seaton ; but I saw Bristol follow Quamina. 

Did not Quamina, the head deacon, usually go into Mr. Smith's 
hjjptise after chapel to wish him good bye ? — I cannot say. I gene- 
rally leave him there, and go home. 

\fuesHons by the Coiir^— Did you never see Quamina go into 
Mr. Smith's house lafter chapel ? — Yes, I have seen him go there. 

Did not Quamina go to Mr. Smith's house or yard from the cha- 
pel the Sunday before the revolt ? — I did not see him. I don't 
know whether he went in my absence. 

Did Quamina go into Mr. Smith's house or yard whilst you w^e 
waiting for him ? — I did not see him. 

Gould he not have gone into Mr. Smith's house or yard without 
your seeing him ?-r-In the place where I was sitting he could not 
have gone in without my seeing him, unless I had been looking In 
another direction. I cannot swear that I did not look any other way. 
I was conversing at the time with Dora. 

Where was Dora at that time.^ — Dora was sitting down in the 
Testryi I was sittingLatJlle nindow, and ften I went in to Dora in 
the vestry. 
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What partioQlar port of the ehiq|>el were Von sitting in wlieii you 
Wiw Qnapuna follow the congregation towaro^ Saccess side ?-- ^Isat 
i^ar the palpit, to the left. 

How long did you sit there before you went into the vestry? — I 
sat there till almost all the people had gone away from chapel. 

How far did you see Quamipa go ? — I saw Moi till be passed 
the middle walk of Le Resouvenir, goiog towards Sucoess. 

Why did you watch him so particularly?—! thought it wonderful 
for him to|^ M^tb the oo9g9egation„ because he generaUy remained 
behind. * 

, J WJiero were y^u on Monday, the diqr pf the revplt.^ — I was at 
Sueoess until abWt two p'clodl:^ I leA there abojit two o'clock tQ 
come to town* 

Befbreiyott went io diapel^ did you hear the people say, or did 
you understand', that there would be a large congregation on tiiat 
Sunday ?-*-No { because where I live, nobody lives but me. 

CBULRMyPIB* f^gpo $lavet umUrsiaHd$ the nature rf an oath; 

^ What is y<mr name, to whom do jou belong, and where do you 

reside? — Charlotte; I bdong to Mm Mary Rose; I reside at 

.North Brook. 

> Have you lived as servant with the prisoner; if yea, when? — Yes, 

J .have; sotw tnae before Cbristnias last; I Jiived with him till hc^ 

was tsd^en and carried to town. 

^ We^ ypu mofitly at the prisoner's house on a Sunday ?-r-Yes. 

i Were you at the chapel the Sunday before tlje revolt?-:— Yes. 

Were there a great many more people at (diapel on that day than 
^OB a^yvOtberJ^ St^nday,?— ^There were not more pecqde than al- 
ways came. 

. How^o you .know tbatJ^-There is a bench made between Mr. 
^mithandMrs. Sn^itth, before the pulpit, and when there are a great 
many people I can never get my own seat. \. 

H^ you your seat on t£at Sunday? — Yes, I sat in my own seat. 

Were there any white people at the chapel on that Sunday ?-T-Yes, 
J saw two white men in chapel in the £dfternoon service. I don!t 
know who they were. 

Did you remain in the chapel until service w^ oy«r? — I, staid 
in the chapel until service was done, and then went to the house 
to get dinner ready. 

Who cooked the prisoner's dinner on that Sunday ? — I did. 

At what hour did jtfr. Smith dine on that Sunday ?— Between 
4 and 5 o'clock. 

Where was Mr» Smith while you were cooking the dinner? — 
He was in the chapel. 

How long after Mr* Smith came in from chapel was it before 
yon carried ip the dii[ai^?--As he cam^ fitam chapel I carried in 
the dinner. 
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DM Mh'Swlth ti^ wM toy %idly after h& 6tatke in front chnpel 
tiiat Sufiday ? — ^I saw some people zo into the b^l»e; QoaittBa wsfr 
one, and Pelor; but I was in tfie kitehen, and I doaH knew what 
they had 16 Bay. 

Was Bristol one of them ?— Yes. 
• Wlien they went away, which of them went first?— They dA came 
ont together. 

How long did you remain in ordboiit Ae {»isoiier's honae a&j&t 
dinner on that day? — About ha}f past five o'clock I went to ike 
nenro-honses. 

Did any body come to tfie prisoner's house during or after din- 
ner, before you went to the negro-honses?-«-No^ I did not see any 
body. 

Had any body come during that time, is it Miely you wouM havr 
seen them ?-^— If they had come by the firont gate and door I coukt 
not have seen them. 

When any neeroes came to speak to Mr. Smith the prisoner, at 
which door did they enter the 1ioase?^-4Some of* them com^ in at 
the back door : the people that are going along the road, and want 
to speak to Mr. Smitjb, enter by the front door; those that coni» 
out of chapel enter at the back door. 

On a sacrament Sunday, when Mr. Smith firlit g^ up in the tMf-^ 
ning, what did he do? — 1 can't say. ' ' 

At what hour do^s Mr. SmiA c^ome down stairs on Stfndny mor- 
nings?— After the sun has risen ; I can't rightly say, but I stippose 
about seven o'clock. 

After the morning service, on sacrament Sundays, is the prisoner 
occupied with any, and what people ? — I don't know any thing about 
that. 

Does he examine the people to see if they tire fit to be baptised, 
or does he catechise them? — ^Yes; when people come to be bap- 
tized, and they sore not fit t6 be baptbsed, he will not baptize them. 

Does he catechise the people aft^ noon service, if yea, where? 
— No. 

Have you ever seen Mr. Smidi with any people in the chf4)el 
after the noon service?-^! have seen him stay sememes with 
some plantatioa people. 

Was thb often the case ? — Not often. 

Do you know what Mr. Smidi stayed with those people for?-^ 

No.- ' ■ ■'. . I 

Did the prisoner's horse remain in the stable in the ev^ningst-^ 

He is loosed, and generally walks about the yard. 

• When was he loosed ? — About five o'clock. 
Was this always the case ? — ^Yes. 
Was there a great noise on Le Resouvenir on the Tnesddy even* 

ingafter the revolt? — No, I did not hear any noise. 

' Were you on Le Resouvenir onlhat.evening?— Yes. 

■ Did you ever keep any water to drink in the kitchen ?-^No; 
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revolt? — Yes, I was. . i ; • 

Did you see a iBai) bring « letter; if yM» tWho. was he ?t^I saw a 
man that belongs to Dochfour, (I don't know his name,) bat did 
not see a letter. 

When did that man go away?— » He stayed a little wbile^ Mid^as 
be went oat of the yard the sun began to get dask. 

Did you see Mrs. Smith on that ev«ning?r-«-NQi» nottin thm 
lioase ; I saw her walking with Mr, Smith in the middle path. 

Did Mrs. Smith say any thing to you? — She did not tell me any 
thing imtil the noise was made at Mr. HaouUon's bouse ; she told 
me Uien to g6 and calU Mr. South, but I was too nm<di afraid to 
do so. 

Did Mrs. Smith appear friffhtened ?-^Yes. 

Where had i^e been, and where did she come, from, when dio^ 
told you to go and eall Mr. Smith ? — She came ff om Mr. Hamil- 
ton's hoase. 

When did Mrs. Smith tell you to go to call Mr. Smith ? — ^Mrs* 
Smith being alarmed at the noise, came from Mr. Hamilton's hous^, 
desired me to go back uid call Mr. Smith. 

(Questions by the Prosecutor.) When Quamina and Briatpl 
went to the prisoner's hoase tiie Sunday before the rev.olt, did 
&ey go immediately after chapel ? — ^They came directiyafter church* 

Was any one there besides Bristol, Qaamma and JPeter? — No ; 
that I san't say. 

Are you certain that Seaton was not there ? — I did not see hiiii« 

Where were you when they ^»mie oat ? — ^I was . in the kitche^i. 

Did you speak to any of them when they came out ?-r-Wh^i 
they came out and went away I was getting some dinner, for mysetf 
to eat, and I. saw Bristol going, and I ask him io come and dine, 
but he refused, saying it was too late. 

Was Quamina with Bristol at that time ?-^Yes. 

Hc^ not the prisoner a grass-cntter in his employ ?-r-Yes* 

(Questions by the Court.) Were there not fewer people ^jert 
4chapel that Sunday than usmd ?— Jast the^ same, as alwajES. . 

Were there any outside the chs^l that . Sunday .?^*-3aQie w^c^ 
outside, but that is always the case. 

Was not Mary Chisholm at Mrs. SmiUi's house after ch^>e) on 
dmt Sunday? — 1 .did not see her. > 

' Is not the seat where you sit railed off from the great body^^ 
the chapel ? — Yes. 

The negro MARS undersiands 4he mUure ofan^oaik, d,uly.4mor»f 

What is your name, and to what estate do you belong ? — Mars ; 
I belong to plantation Vrybeid's Lust. 

Are you a member of Bethel chapel; if yea, are you regular in 
your a^endance at the services in that chapel ? — I am a member ; 
and regularly attend unless when sick. 
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How long have joa been in the biibit of itiUending that chapel I — 
From the time that Mr. Wray came. 

By what road had yon used to go to the chapeL?->-By a road that 
Mr. Post made from our. place to the chapel, and i|ot the public 
road. 

Is it stfll there ? — They have broken it up. 

Who broke it up? — ^The white people belonging to the estates 
through which the road passed. 

Did you see more people at the chapel on a Sunday than could 
get in? — Yes. 

Were you at the chapel on the Sunday before the. revolt? — Yes. 

Were more people there that Sunday than .on tl))^ other Sundays? 
— Just the same. 

Used every part of the chapel» including the vestry, to be filled 
with people on a Sunday ? — xes. 

Did Mr. Smith a few weeks before the revolt make any observa- 
tions to you about building a larger chapel ?--Yes. He said that it 
he could get money enough from people's collections, he would put 
up a larger chapel, as the present one could not hold us. We said 
we would all set to and speak about it. 

Did you ever give any money to the prisoner for the Missionary 
Society!' — Yes. 

After you had given the money did you ever feel that you wcmted 
it back ; or did vou ever wish that you had never given it ?:— Np. 

Did you ever and that the prisoner s reading or preaching made yo« 
unhappy, or dissatisfied?— It satisfied me. 

Did it make you dissatisfied with your condition as a sU^ve? — It 
did not; it made me satisfied. 

Was it customary or usual for the principal or head people to gp 
into the parson's house on a Sunday after service, to bid him good 
bye? — Yes, sometimes. 

Do you know whether the prisoner used to catechise the peojde 
in the chapel after service ? — No ; before the service ; only those 
who went to be baptized were catechized after the service. 

(Questions by the Proeeaitor.) — Had not the chapel been en- 
hurged and repaired since .the prisoner began to preach there 7 — 
Yes, they put a floor to it. 

Was there not a gallery erected ? — There was. 

Did the members of the chapel throw up money to pay for these 
repfurs, &c. ? — Yes, they did. ' . 

CQuestions by the court.)— Was the galleicy adde^ beftire or 
after the conversation with the prisoner about building a larger 
ohq>d ? — It was put there beforei 

[The Court then adjourned until the following day.. 
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TWENf Y-SECfOND DAY, 1 1th November, 1823. 

Thb Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

LONDON, a negro slave, understands the nature of an oath ; 

duly sworn. 

What is your name, and to what plantation do you belong ? 
London ; I belong to Plantation Brothers. 

Were you a member of Bethel chapel ; if yea, were you a regu- 
lar attendant ? I was ; and attended regularlj^. 

Can you read, and who taught you ^ I can read a little ; 
Romeo taught me a little, and Mrs. Elliot taught me more, until 
Mn Smith came. 

Did Mr. Smith ever teach you ? No. 

Have you a Bible ; and if yea, do you use it In chapel .? I have, 
and use it in chapel. . 

Can you follow the parson as he reads the Bible from the pulpit ; 
if yea, were you in the habit of doing so ? Yes, I can, and am in 
the habit of doing so; 

Do jrou remember the prisoner reading about Moses delivering 
the children of Israel from Pharaoh, at the morning service f 1 
beard him, but very long ago, about two years. 

What books of the Bible did he read last year, at the morntng 
service? — He. began with Leviticus, until Numbers, and then 
Deuteronomy. 

What books did he read this year I — He read Kings, Samuel, 
Judges ; he had not finished Kings. 

Does Mr. Smith at the morning service read straight on, or 
does he ever turn back to read chapters over agaiin which he had 
read before ? He reads it straight forward ; he does not come 
back ; he goes on before. 

Were you at chapel the Sunday before the revolt I Yes, I 
was. 

Were there more people there that Sunday, than were usually 
there upon any fine Sunaay ? No. 

How many Sundays befc/e the revolt was sacrament Sund^ ? 
Two Sundays, including the Sunday before the revolt. 

Did you learn the catechisms taught at the chapel I Yes^ 

Are these the same ? — \Tmo catechisms produced. Thew^^est 
Icing required hy the Court to read apart of them, did so ^ and 
declared they were the same.^ 

How often were you taught the catechism ? Every Sunday. 

Was the congregation assembled when the catechisms were 
taught .« Yes. 

(Questions by the Prosecutor.) — Did not the prisoner read 
Exodus to you a few Sundays before the revolt.* No. 
' Did he read Joshua to you f Yes, ^ little long before the reVolt 
began, at the morning service. ^ i 
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Wbat did you hear read in JiasH^oatf-^When Moses was dead^ 
Joshua took his place, and God Almightv pitt £lni.Qver these 
people. 1 . V ^r ^ , - w 

Look at the eig;hth chapter, and state if he read that f -— I did 
not hear him read the eighth chaptet* of Jo^hua^ 

Now look at the seventh chapter, and state if he read tHat ? 
Nb; I did not hear him. - . 

Have yon never read the' eighth chapter of Joshua before to- 
day .?«^No, I did not, but I may haVe seen it, looking through the 
book;- -' '"''-■ -■ ^ 



PETER, a negra stivoe^ nnicrstands the natttre of an &idh ; Mlt/ 

SWOfTim 

What IS your name, and to what plantation do yon belong ^ 
Peter ; I belong to Le Resouvenir. ^ 

Are you an attendant of Bethel chapel ?-^- Yes. . ^* 

Were you at that chapel the Sunday before the revolt?— Yes. 

Did you see Quamina, of Success, on that day ?—- *Ye8. 

Where did you see himf<«— At Mr. Smith's house. - « 

Were there s^ny other persons present P— Bristol, Seaton, a boy 
named Shate, a field negro of Le Resouvenir, aiid Mr. Stoitb, 
were present, and witb myself, made nx. ^ 

Did Quamina say anv thing to the prisoner, if yea, what ih» 
it?*— Yes. He said that they should drive all those n^nagei^ 
from the eshites to'the town, to the courts, to see what waa' the 
best thing they could obtain for the slaves. Then Mr. ^ooith 
answered, and said that Was foolish; how will you be ab)e to 
drive the white pecqple to town ? and be said further, jthe whttff 
people were trying to do good for them; and that if the slaves 
behaved so, they would lose their right : -and he said, Quan^na^ 
don't bring yourself in any disgrace ; that the white people w^e 
now making a law to prevent the women being flogged ; but.tjiat 
the law had not <;onie out yet ; and that the men sm>uld not get 
any flogging in the field, but when they required to be fledged 
they should be brought to the manager, attorney, or proprietor* 
for that purpose ; and he said, Quamina, do you hear tins ? ^na 
then we came out. 

What did Quamina say in answer^ when Mr. Smith said ^^ Ybti 
hear" ? — He said, « Yes, sir," tbat Was all. 

Hbw long were you and Quamina, and the rest, at the 
prisoner's house?— * We did not stop a minute. 

Was Seaton with you the whole time at that conversation 1--^^ 
Yes. 

Which of you iill went out of the prisoner^ house first F'-r-We 
all five came out together* 

Had Mr. Smitb dined whewyou were at his houte that time ? — 
No; becauie'he was siltittgimuebatr. 
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bouse tbe table vinm laid for diDner. 

(Qmisiiani by ike Prosecutor O'^^^O'^iQ^^^i^^^^ th^y 

irere to do what you state about driving jtbeiinaiiiigarsto 
town ?--*-He did not tell fthe tine*. . 

» Pid:7Qu!knqw of tb^ meeting oil SucoBSSiMiddleWttik N-*Y^? 
on the same day I went to the meetings at tbe Siiccess Middle 
Patb frcMs the chapel; jmdiben camefromthe Suoeefs Middle 
Walk to Mr. Smith's bouse^ to tell him about the things 
Quamina came to tell Mr. Smith they intended to drive the wbite 
people* 

Was Charlotte, Mrs. Smithes seririint* there? and if so, dill 
«be give Quamina any dinner I —She was in, th^ kitchen> and 
gave Quamina dinner as we came out. 

(Questions by the Cbfir/0.«-^Did you bear Mr. Smith say any 
tbin^ about the Christians ?— Nothing. 

Did you hear Mr. Smith say any thing about the soldiers ?— 'No. 

Did you bear Quamina say any thing about Jack and Joseph ? — 
No. 

Did you bear their names mentioned? —No, be did not call 
anybody's name. 

BILL, a fiegra, uniersiMds^ the nature of anjoqth / duly svoam^ 

What is your name, condition in life i and where do you re«^ 
M«kfr---BiU Rogers, H tailor; reside in Gomiiq^urgb; I have 
bought myself, but am not ilitinumitted yet. 

: Were yolmot a member of Bethel Cmpel ; if4o,botv long have 
you been a member ?«— I was, for about three yearsk 

Can yoa read ; if yea, who taught you^ to ' read ?<^-'I canread a 
little; I got it bere-and-lbere, and bad no particular instructor. 
- Have yoa aBibfe » andif yea^ were^rou in. tfaefaabitof usjilg it 
in cbapei ?--«Y^ f Imve $ and used it in chapeL 

Did Mr^ Smith teach you to vead ?—-*No. 

In what order did Mr. Smith read tbe Bible at the Smiday 
morning services ?«^-He reads a dn^er, and tben stops: next 
'Sunday, be reads another chapter: sometimes, the sucoeeding 
chapter, and sometimes from another place. 

Did he keep going forward, or did he go backward ?— -Forwavdii' 

Did you cTcr bear Mr. Smith tell anv bf ^ his eong^tegation any 
. thing likely to midce then anfaaj^y ana discontented with ; tbefr 
masters ?-— No, I neTer beard him. 

Did yoa overbear the priscwM' tell tbe Jiegroes,. ^^ thai ift their 
roasters had work for them^ tosay,tbat Sanday was God's day ?"-^ 
No, I neveribeard him say Aat.' 

What time was it ingeneral before the services wei« over«fD 
Sacrament Sii«day8?-^->Gmicndfy, abont four o clock. 

NINO, a negrp^ understands ^ej^aturfii^ an paihj ^^^y morn. 
What is your name, and (o what estate do you belong ?-«-Niuo : 
1 belong to Le Resouvenir. 
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' Were you a r^ular attendant at Bethdcbapel, on that estate i 
— Yes. 

Can you read, and have you a bible N^I have just tried to read^ 
and have a Bible. 

Where did you ffet it, and how much did you ^vefbr it^-«-I 
bought it from Mr. Smith, and gave him f. 3 for it : he charged 
me?. 4 for it, but took/. 3. - 

What was the' usual price of the same sized Bibles ?^- Thej 
might give^ 6 for such Bibles-: I mean some people have :given 
/• o for the same sized Bibles for which I gave/i 3. . 

(Question by the Prosecutor.) — What day did you buy that 
Bible ?— It is so long ago I cannot recollect. 

(Question hy the CoKr^^— What are you on the estate?— 
A field negro* 

[The Court adjourned until the following day. 



TWENTY-THIRD DAY, 12th November, 1823. 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

ROBERT EDMONSTONE, duljf isxcom. 

What is your name, calling in life, and place of abode I— 
Robert Edmonstone, a merchant in George Town. 

Are you acquainted with Frederick Cort, and his hand- 
writing ? — I am. 

Are these notes and letters in his hand-writing f-^Tfaey are« 
[Three documents produced and readJ] 

Are you acquainted with John Stewart, manager of Success, 
and his handwriting ? — I am ; and know his handwriting. 

Are these notes m his handwriting ? — ^To the best of my belief 
they are. 

\Nine documents^ produced and read*'] 

Are you acquainted with John G. Abbott, late or at present 
manager of plantation Yigilanee, and his handwriting ? — I aai 
not. 

Are you acquainted with R. Murray, of Lusignan, and his 
handwriting ?-— I know Mr. Murray, but have never seen him 
write, although I have received letters from him. 

Are these Tetters in hb handwriting? — I believe they are. 
[^Seven doatmentst produced and read.] 

Were you acquainted with the late W. B. Payne, and his 
handwriting? — ^I was not, nor did I know his handwriting. 

Are you acquainted with Morrison Jack, late manager of 
Lusignan, and his handwriting ? — I could not swear to it. 

Are you acquainted with L« Cuming, and his handwriting? 
lam. 
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Are these notes in his handwriting ?«— I believe them tp be so. 
ITwo documents produced J and read.] 

Are you acquainted with James Todd, of New Orange Nassau, 
and his handwriting?— I am acquainted with him, but not well 
acquainted with his handwriting. 

Are you acquainted with John Stewart, of North Brook, and 
his handwriting ?— I am. 

Is this note in his handwriting ?— Yes. 

[Note produced, and read.] 

Are you acquainted with C. A. Van Grovestins, and his hand- 
writing ? — I am acquainted with him, but not with his handwriting. 

Are you acquainted with L. Forrester, late manager of La 
Bonne Intention, and his handwriting ? — I know him, but am 
not much acquainted with his handwriting. 

JOHN SPRAGG, i&i/^ 5a)orii. 

What is your name, calling in life, and place of abode ? — ^ 
John Spragg, a merchant in George Town. 

Are you acquainted with Samuel Orford, late manager of plan- 
tation Industry, and his handwriting ?•— I am acquainted with 
him, but not much with his handwriting. 

Is this not6 in his handwriting ? — I believe it is. 
[Note produced and read.'\ 

Are you acquainted with George Donaldson, late, or at pre- 
sent, of plantation Industry, and his handwriting^ — No, I have 
no knowledge of him. 

[Fifty-seven documents produced and read; these documents 
were, admitted hf/ ihe prosecutorf the proof of the handwriting dis* 
pensed with,^ 

JOHN DA VIES, Missionary y again called, duly mom. 

Are you acquaitited with George Burder, secretary of the Mis- 
sionary Society; if yea, is the signature, George Burder,^ the 
signature of that person ? — I am; to the best of my belief it is. 

[Letter of instructions from the London Missionary Society, 
produced and read."]* 

£Note. This witness was allowed to be recalled at the request 
of' the prisoner, simply to prove the handwriting of the documents 
produced and read.] , 

SHUTE, a negro, understands th$ nature of an oath, duly sworn. 

What is your name, and to what plantation do you belong?— 
SHute ; I belong to Le Resouvenir. 



* See App^idix. 

No. 8. I 
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. Are fwi aft atloadant 4^f JBttfiel Chapel i^^Ym. 

Were you at that diapel the Sunday before the revolt ?— Yes* 

Did you see Quamina of Success on that day ?— Yes. 

Where did you see him ?•- -At the chapel. 

Did you see him any where else ?— Yes, I saw him at Success 
middle path, and: I saw bin «fter that come over from Success to 
our place, to Mr. Smith. 

Did you see him at Mr. Smithes N— Yes, I saw him there, and 
was there myself. 

' Was any body* and who, present when you saw him at Mr. 
pith's ?— Seaton, Brbtol, and Peteri with Quamina and myself. 

Did any, and what, conversation pass on that occasion ?-— Yes ; 
Quamina said to Mr. Smith he was going to drive all the mana- 
gers down ; and Mr. Smith told him, no ; for the white people 
are doing many good things for you ; and if you are going to do 
that— you must not do that, Quamina, I tell you : Quamina said, 
yes, I will see : and after that we all came out of the house from 
Mr. Smith. 

Did Quamina say what he was going to drive the managecs 
down for ^— That they must come down, that they may have a 
good law to give them a day or two for themselves. 
, Was Seaton there alLthe time ?— Yes. 

Which of you went away from Mr. Smithes house first ?— We 
all together went. 

' Wnen the drivers flogged the negroes on Le Resouvenhr, was 
the manager or overseer always present ? — Sometimes they isre 
there, and sometimes they are not at home. 

(Questions by the prosecutor.) — How fiu* is Success Middle 
Walk, where the meeting was, from the prisoner's house? — ^As 
bt as from this to the old jail on the Brick-dam. 

Were there many persons collected at the meeting, before jou 
left it to go to the prisoner's house ? — Plenty or people were 
Aere. 

Were Jack, of Success, and Joseph, of Bachelor's Adventure, 
there f— Jack, of Success, was there, but I don't know Joseph, 
of Bachelor's Adventure. 

Why did you go to Mr. Smith's after 3H)u had been in the 
ISuccesd Middle Walk? — Quamina sent Bristol to call me and 
Peter to go to Mr. Smith's house, to tetl him they were going to 
drive all the managers. 

.'Where did you go after you left Mr. Smith's house ?-^I went 
home. 

Do yon know where Quamina went? — He went over to his 
own place^ Success. I saw him and Seaton go along together. 

(Question by the Court.)— How long were you together in 
Mr. Smith's house ? — I cannot tell the exact. time ; the time I 
have been before the Court is* longer than the time I was with 
Mr. Smith ; I was not long there. 
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POLLY, understands the nature of an oaihj duly smarn. 

What 18 your nam^, and to what plantatioa do jroUvbelong; ? — 
Pollv: I belong to Men Repo9. 

Were you an attendant of Bethel Chapel ? — Yes. 

Did Mr. Smith ever catechise the negroes in classes, in the 
chapel, on a Sunday ?— Mr. Smith did not^^ but his lady did. I 
don't attend morning service. 

Were the different estates people ever catechised top^e^l^ in 
the chapel after the noon service ? — Mr. Smith catechises them 
when the timei comes round in the year, but not every Sunday. 

Do you mean that Mr. Smith, or Mrs. Smith, catechises the 
different estates negroes in the chapel on a Sunday, after the noon 
service ? — Mr. Smith catechises the people after service, and Mrs. 
Smith before the service. 

Did the people of your estate ususilly attend in time for the 
catechising before service? — Some of them : those that had time 
to come. 

Why had not the others time to come ? — Some of the people 
that Were employed in the boiling-house had to wasb it aown j 
and some of the women had to carry megass. 

SUSANNAH, understands the nature of an oathy and mas duly 

sworn. 

What is your name, and to what estate do you belong ?-^Su- 
^annab : I belong to Resouvenir. 

Were you an attendant of Bethel Chapel ? — Yes, I was. 

How is the top pulpit in the chapel made,, t. e. when you are 
sitting on one side pf th.e pulpit, can you see under the top pulpit 
to the other side of the chapel ?— The pulpit is made round : yes, 
I can see under the top pulpit* 
.,Do you remember tne revolt I — Yes. ,...,. 

Where were you on the evening after it began, that is, Tuesdajr 
evening ? — I was on the estate. 

. . Did vou ,bea)r any noise on the estate that same evening f-^I 
<}onH think I heard any noise on Tuesday evening. 

,T* C. HAMMILL, ^^member of the Courij lAeutenaui Sltl Tte^ 
gimeni R. N» B. FusUeersy late Goternmeni Secretan/^ dufy 
sworn. - - - . , 

Have yo« ^ever seen this Petition before ?— Yes, I have. [P^ 
tition and order of the Governor produced and read.'] ' 

Was a second petition presented by the prisoner f— Yes. 
Did the petitioner call often, and how often, for an order oh the 
second petition ?^He called often, but how many times I can*t 
exactly say. . ' . . 

. , Did he obtain any order ?^Kot on the last petition, as for as 
. niy memory^ serves toe. 

[The Court adjourned till the following day. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY, November 1 3th. 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment. 

THOMAS PINLA YSON, duly mom. 

What U your name, calling in life, and place of abode ?- 
Thomas Finfa^son, merchant, in Georg; Town, Demerara 

Pl'^if/'^VT"'^**'*'!:^!'' ^«''" George AbCt" manawr of 
Plaatation Vigilance, and hishandwrttinlp-Yes ""'"'«* *" 

r«rf.J * "" '™"''^"<''nS?-Ye8. ^^Uller produced a«d 

ELIZABETH, a ne^ro gM, understands the nature of m oath. 

duly szoom. 

s-SfiULVrS/utr -"^^'^^^^oyo^ belongP-Hi. 

JSt^B^eninT Y.! '^V^'T^^ ^°™ ^'- H««»»ton'9 bo« J« 
HLKtsI''' ''^^ ' ''^''" when she came from Mr. 

Mr^SmiKh"her^' *'m ^'^^f" T '*"■' ''t'" «b«>«turned. or wa. 
RomS'tocaTte^"tJ'"- ^'"'*' "*"' '•""^ '''«*' ^"^ *^ ^'^ 

was?^? S"Z°„^n*'^:?• ^"« *''«'J«*' 8hurVopen?-It 
SS^ttt itheTS^Io';^ '"'='' "''•'^ "'' ^''*' ^«»--' don^lTnoJany 

smfeirirtr&r "^ *^"«"^»* -*'> »*- »^, ^"• 

Jh?m*^:t"a"?he "bJcklo^"!^/ "' *T^ '*°«'' ^"^ '''V ""t 
back door. * °°^' **"* * *"«' *""» «>™e out aft the 

sbuT<?r%rSoSL^ ItL^S^'^^^^^ "suily 

Had Rfr. SmitHrayS? Se^o.^. !Kf " ?P^°' V 

yea, was it before'^S^XtlDSn^i^*"^""*^ *'•«'* 5 V 
QtiaminawentawV ^^ away ?-Ye8, afte\ 
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ALEXANDER SIMPSON, duly sworn. 

What is your name, callipg in life, and place of rasicfence?— • 
Alexander Simpson ; 1 reside at Le Reduit^ and am a proprietor 
of that estate, and Montrose, as also captaio of the Deroarary 
cavalry. 

Do you know the prisoner; if yea, who. arrested liimr?r-^l do ; 
and I arrested him at the request of ci^ptain M'Turk^ comDHim- 
cated to me by lieutenant Nurse, on the 21st Aug^ust last. 

Do you know upon what grounds tbeprisoner was arrested i*^ 
On Thursday, the 2 1st, I called with the cavalry under ray,oom- 
mand, at Felicity, captain M'Turk's post. I stated to eaptaia 
M^Turk that it had a very bad appearance, that Mr. Smitn, or 
Parson Smith, and his wife remaining on an jestate wkh'the ne^ 
groet, all to a roan, in a state of revolt; and that they could not 
remain there, his wife especially, in a state of safety, unless th^y 
were in collusion with the negroes so revolted. Tbat^ as hCy 
(eaptain M^Turk,) was a burgher-officer of the district, it mofa 
properly came under his department to have fbem removed from 
Ife estate ; but, that if he would not do so, I would, b^ my own 
aotbority. Captain M^urk said he ^ would have that cioae. 

Was the prisoner required or wanted as a soldier ?— I did not 
hear that he was, and not to my knowledge ; he stated to me he 
Gfeodd not serve in a military capacity. 

When you arrested the prisoner, what was his behaviour ?-« 
He submitted immediately ; he made use of no offensive language 
to me ; he said, if he must, he would submit if I ordered him. 

Were Doctor M^Turk and the prisoner on good terms ? — No ; 
it comes within my knowledge they were not. \^Eightii/-four do* 
cumentSy beins recommendations for marriages and baptisms^ were 
then produced and read; these documents were admitted by the pro-* * 
secutorsy the proof of the hand-writing dispensed with as before.] 

[The Court adjourned until the following day, at ten o'doofc. 



TWENTY-FIFTH DAY, 14xh November, 1823. 

Thb Court met pursuant to adjouriunent ; when the prisoner 
read the following 

OBSERVATIONS on the NATURE of the EVIDENCE. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

I have closed my Defence; and wfll, by permission of the Court, 
offer a. few Observations upon the Evidence adduced by me in 
support of it, in the order of the defence, dividing my observations ^ 
accordingly into three heads. 

With respect to the first charge, I shall not say much, as I con- 
dder the evidence on that head so clear and satisfoctory ar to leave 
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BO dotriM upoo the mind of any person that it has been not only 
not made ont» but that it is completely .disproyed, 

I will tiier^ore oontent myself with sin^>ly referring to the dif- 
ferent sab-diyisiens, which I think emlnrace all the points contained 
in that charge, and note the eyidenee applicable to each. 

My Prelmiinaiy Remarks are« I trust, supported in those cases 
In which'it was necesssry for me to adduce eyidence. 

The first diyision of the first charge requires no eyidence* The 
second; That I haye endeayoured to mislead the negroes by mis- 
interpieting the Sci^>tures, is disproyed by Romeo, Bristol, A^r, 
Jason, Manr Chishohn, and London in particular. 

The thM, that ^ taking money and presents from the negroes, 
it ia tme, has been proy^ ; but they were giyen yoluntarity, of 
tfieir own free will and accord, as mamr of the witnesses have pro- 
Ted, The money collected for the Sacrament, was applied, as 
Jcion has ployed, in the purchasing bread and wine, and candles. 
The ihoney collected for the Awsionary Society was regularly 
leteiited. The (danters knew of the collection, and not on^ 
allowed it, but some were themselyes contributors, as proyed by 
fi. Tan Cboten,' John Stewart, and John Hamilton* 

Fourthly, it has been established that the sale of the fiibles was 
ofd^^ by the B3)le Society, and Mr. Bayies has proved that lie 
ohiHrged at the same rate for those he sold. I took no unfair 
adyantiq^ of any negro or other person in the sale of either the 
Bibles or other boobt. Nino has proved that I sometimes sdd 
the Bibles for half price. 

Fifdily, That I have interfered with the treatment of the 
negroes. N6t a idngle instance of interference has been produced ; 
but evidence to the contrary has been brought forward by m^ in 
lhy journal, and by Mr. Austen, independently of BristoFs evidence 
ontMshe^ * 

Sxtfily, Hint I haye taught them, (the negroes,) it was sinfid 
to work, or gp to market on a -Sunday. Upon this head I tiiink 
it has been satisfactorily shown by the evidence of Romeo, Jason, 
BritfUrf, said Maswel, tbait though I taught the nc^groes, in obedience 
to die commandment oC God, to keq> holy the Sabbath, yet that I 
myaridrfy advised them to a dutiful submission in performing their 
work if ass^ned them siyen xm Smidays* 

Seventhly, ThiU I have taught Aem to disobey theh^ masifcrs. 
This is dimroved l^y 6rig^l| ]^meO| Jason, Mars, and Maiy 
CSiisholn^: herself mpyrnerpfji^ayes. 

Before! epter npfva i^he first pwrt of the second .j|nd third cl^atges 
together, I cannot omit commenting upon some, part of the evidence 
introduced on ^tlie fifsit .clttqge;; ^te^fie frpm^ it, jt will appear what 
my ^ondvct has efrer b^n* and:^erefpre; thsA it was kqpossUile for 
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pie. to have been guilty of the third, imd of the geoond part of tfte 
second tod fourth charges, unl^ft I had l>ecoine suddmilyiiideBiiUa 
to erery obligation moral and divine. . ^ , . . , 

It is evident, from the eriden^e, that i bare alwaj^ acted mitik 
the greatest uprightness and integrity:; that: I have gpiie farther^ 
and conducted myself ^ilii pruden<^6 and eantioar fr<»a th^ time of 
my arrival in th^ colony, to the revolt; nay, HaniUott {nroTes, that 
even in the very midst of the attack on his bouse, I hasteofid |o 
bis assistance, and used all the meaifis I poaseised in Uafiwrtar ; 
that I exhorted the negroes to be quiet; it was afl.I «o«ld ckw 

All the negroes, both for the proseoutkm and defen<^^ l^be were 
questioned on this point, agree that' I always ^ taught them to be 
obedient to their masters, and to submit tbemsdresf to all id afltiuH 
rity over them. Not an individual etseeption it there to tlusirawi 
of o.vidence. My Journal, read fri^m page to page, wiH'Dotdiatfkiee 
ope single passage emanating from' bad ^feeling tewardft. any iiida* 
vidua!. The vices and follies of^^^me, may have tbcNiMnF. bti|^ 
Teprobated, but even the reprobatiou'of thiose persMMis uw oonfi^vfd 
to myself. I did npt commit, in many instanoei^ even th^iriiiappt 
to paper. <• ( , , ', 

The certificates fbr baptism from Hk^ various pimvi^tom and 
mana^^rs of the estates on the east coast, abundantly show thafi 
even m the perforinance of the rite of baptism, I was ]>e<^d|arly 
cautious with respect to the characters I a^itted into .my ^ongp^-^ 
gation. George Donaldson statel^i as the pass giv^i* wt».>|iot 
sufficient^ he would rive another. I^cholas Van- Cdoten says, ^t 
finding I was wishM of some testhuony or the tiegii>es*- character, 
he therefore recommended. But had the Begroes bebn excited M 
disobedience by me, would I have required testimoUials of i^araetis^ 
before I bestowed upon them what they ccmsidered a valuable 
acquisition? Many of the certfficates were destroyed, Jbut even 
those that have been preserved are sufScient to convince the most 
prejudiced, that my requiring certificateftVaft from {urininple, sgb they 
form a re^lar series during the whole course of my nunis^ at ho 
Besouyenir. 

It baa been attempted, and ia fil^t the whole drift of the j^ose^ 
cution, of the charges, and of tib^ questions of the prosecutor, yas 
to show that the reli^ous neeroes were the most refractory and 
rebellious. What do the certmcatesef baptism jay? tlutt pvly tkey 
were recommended by their owners, managers or o^enk^er^s, ^j^ho 
behaved well, who were-well disposed, and who w^re tboug^.w^lt^y 
of reward. Do Uot all diesejitbofs^ frmili >eten iateveated p^urtiie$,. 
deariv demonstrate that the effect of religions instruction was bene- 
fi^alf Independently of this, the witnessM^, H. Van Cooten, 
himself a proprietor of one,' nivi attorney of another birge estate ; 
and John Stewart, unwilling as 'he was tO' answer my queslions, 
have swQra, that the religious negroes w^re the most obedient in 
general. Every planter, evefy m^ter, can tell how very intiac* 
t^le^ aiid unrply is a dissatisfied negro — he wiU not begbedi^ut. 
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The series of written evidence proves, dldlt tiiose negroes «vrfio irere 
allowed to attend the chapel condncted themsdves in a dntifid 
manner. Should any one object that the, certificates relate to the 
characters of negroes previous to their becoming christians, Mr. 
Haig's note will be a satisfactory answer. I quote from memory : 
He says, ** I have hitherto refused to give such and such uegrpes 
a certificate of characters in consequence of some that were baptised 
by Mr. Wray behaviag amiss ; but as they now behave better, I 
comply with their request, and recommend them to you as well- 
disposed people." Thus, I ttiink, the very reverse of the first 
charge, (that I have, as fair as in me lay, promoted discontent and 
dissatisfaction in the minds of the negroes, thereby intending to 
excite them to break out in open revolt and rebellion against the 
lawful authority, &c.) is manifested. Doctor M'Turk's evidence 
is of itself sufficient to condemn itself; but the testimony of Messrs. 
Hamiltoa.and Simpson is conclusive against him. 

It is a bold assertion, but not more bold than true, that there is 
not a single negro witness upon any material point, either in 
sii{^rtof the second and third, and fourth charges, or in support, of 
the defence, who is not either contradicted by himself or by some 
other witness. In some part of his evidence Bristol contradicts 
himself; he is also contradicted by Emanuel, Seaton, Peter, Shute, 
Mary Chisholm, and Charlotte. Emanuel is contradicted by Bristol, 
Seaton, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Elliot, Mary Chisholm, and Bill. Seaton 
is contradicted by Bristol, by Feter, Shute and Charlotte. Peter 
is contradicted by Bristol, Seaton and Shute. Shute is contra- 
dicted by Bristol, Peter and Seaton. Charlotte is contradicted by 
Peter and Shute; and Antje is contradicted by Elizabeth; and 
Elizabeth is contradicted by Antje, Dora and Mr. Hamilton. 

Bristol isays, He is a deacon, and Contradicted, — Bristol himself 
one of the duties of the deacons is to says he cannot read, 
instruct candidates for baptism, and 
to teach them to read. 

He was not at the meeting in the^ Emajiuel says Bristol was present 
middle path of Success on tibe 17th at the meeting in the middle path 
of August. of Success on the 17th of August. 

He staid a little while after the Mary Chisholm says the congre* 
noon service near the chapel, from gation on that dafy went quick away; 
whence he went direct to Mr. Smith's ^at Quamina followed them dii* 
house with Quamina on the 17th. rectly from the chapel ; that Bristol 

followed Quamina; and Bristol him- 
' self says that he was in Mr. Smith's 

house talking about his little girl« 
when Quamina came in. 

Hr.Smithtold the negroes if they Bristol himself says Mr. Smith 
ran away they must take care, and never encouraged any n^o to run 
not let them catch them again. away, and punished York for so 

doing. 
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Did not ««eitty Jbtodir die ftae^ 
d^iag^ Quamina'B ciouversation with 
Mr. Smith, in his presence on the 
17th, and makes out that he was 
only once at Mr* Smith's house on 
that day. 



He never heard the people talk 
about any one else fighting but the 
Jews or Israelites. 

All and every one of the doors 
were shut during the Sacrament. 



After he left Mr. Smith's house 
after service, he went to the chapel, 
firom thence home. 

When we went in Quamina asked 
Mr. Smith if any freedom had come 
out for them, and Mr. Smith said 
na»; 

Bristol says, Quamina said Jack 
and Joseph were speaking very 
much about it, t. e, freedom ; that 
they waited to take it by force. 



Mr. Smith said to Quamina, The 
soldiers will be more strong than 
you. 

Mr. Smith told Quamina he had 
better go and tell tlie people, and 
dbristians particularly, they had bet- 
ter have nothing to do with it. 

Quamina said he would drive all 
the white people, and make them go 
to town. 



Peter, Sh^te, Beaton, and Ch«r«t 
lotte, prove that Peter, Shute, and 
Seaton, were with Quamina and 
Bristol on that day in Mr. Smith's 
house, and as Bristol says he was 
there only once, it must of course 
have been on that very occasion; 
and Shute says that Bristol came to 
call him and Peter. 

Bristol says he has heard of the 
French and English fighting fix)m 
people all i^out. 

Bristol says the little door in the 
gallery was open, and the little door 
of the gallery communicating with 
the body of the chapel was also 
open. 

Manuel says Bristol came baek 
to the Middle Walk at five o'dock. 

Seaton says he was present at die 
commencement of the conversation, 
and nothing was said about fireedom. 
having come out. 

Peter answers to tbe.question by 
the Court, " Did you hear any thing 
about Jack and Joseph V* " No, 
Sir." — " Did you hear Jack and 
Joseph's names mentioned at all V* 
" No ; he did no call any body's 
name." 

Peter is asked by the Court, " Did 
you hear Mr. Smith say any thing 
about the soldiers ?" He answers, 
« No." 

Peter is asked by the Court, " Did 
Mr. Smith say any thing about the 
christians ?" His answer is, " No- 
thing." 

Bristol in his cross-examination 
says it was the managers who "were 
to be driven to town. Pet^ says, 
Quamina said he would drive all 
them managers firom the estates to 
the Court. Shute also says it was 
the managers. 
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Quanrfna «ud the ipdutepeo]^ 
were to be driven to town, because 
the negroes' freedom had come out. 



Emtmuel Bhjsi Three Smidays 
before the war came, he and Qiia^ 
mina went to Mr. Smith's house, 
and then he relates a conversation 
which he says occurred ; and amongst 
other things that Quamina asked 
the patoon, and said^ I understand 
that Mr. Stewart and Mr. Cort came 
here on Friday. By this it would 
appear that Mr. Cort and Stewart 
had called upon me on the $d of 
August 

He is then asked, Did the parison 
say any thing about Jack and Joseph? 
and though just before he could not 
recollect any more, and had added, 
it is on paper taken down by Mr. 
Smith ai^ Mr. Croal, yet he imme- 
diately )^etnemh&cB a tale about Jack 
and Joseph, 



He heard of this revolt about a 
month and a half before it. 



He is asked who was present when 
the parson said. If your master had 
any work for you to do on Sunday, 
it is^our duty to tell him that Sun- 
day is Qod'a day. H&answers, Joe, 
Jack, x)f pochfour, Bristol, and BiU. 

That when he went withQuaminB 
to my house he went iik the kkchen 

to get water to drink. ■> 



• Peter aaysj Qiiamina nid ihey 
were to drrve the managed' to' liie 
Court, to see what was the lie^ 
thing they could obtaiii for th6 
slaves. Shiite was asked, ^ Did 
Quamina say what he was^oing to 
drive the managers down for V* He 
answered, they must come down to 
make a good law, and. give them 
(the negroes) a day or two. 

C<nUra£oted. — Mr. Stewart and 
Mr. Elliot prove that Mr. Cort and 
Mr. Stewart did not come to me 
until the 8th of August. 



If this be true, why should Bristol 
also state, that on the 17th Quamina 
told me that Jack and- Joseph wanted 
to take their freedom by force. Bris- 
tol is contradicted, and so would 
Emanuel have been, had he stated 
there was any one present. I never 
saw the man with or without Qiia- 
mina upon any such subject. 

All. the witnesses prove that it 
was only determined upon on the 
17th of August, the day before it 
broke out^ and he is then asked. 
Did any one disclose to you the dine 
that the revolt was to break out? 
He answers, ** O yes, plenty of 
people from Mehaica-side in the 
Middle Walk of Success." 

Bin and Bristol are both pointedly 
asked whether they ever heard me 
say 60, and declare they never did. 



Charlotte proved that no water 
was eve? kej^t in the kitchen to 
drink. 
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, BiU^l was at the meeting in the 
Success middle path ; came away 
with Quapniina to me, and returned 
to the meeting about five o^clock. 



Seaton says :— He was only once 
at Mr^ Smith's house on the 17th of 
August, and that on that occasion 
Bristol and Quamina were present ; 
and that only Bristol was present 
with Quamina and himself «t that 
time. 



house without 
me. I fell in with 
Emanuel in the way. 



I left Mr. Smith'i 
any one with 



After I heard that, (meaning a 
conversation between Quamina and 
Mr. Smith,) Quamina told me to go 
to the Middle Walk of Success with 
Smanuel* I went and stopped the 
people till he came. 

Was present with Quamina and 
Mr. Smith in Mr. Smith's house only 
once on that Sunday, and that was 
after service, before he went to the 
Middle Walk of Success. The meet- 
ing at the Middle Walk too^ place 
at two o'clock. 



Bristol says be -was not'.atth^ 
meeting in the Success middle path, 
Seaton swears that he left Bristol at 
Mr. Smith's, and did not see Bristol 
at the Middle Walk on that day, but 
that Manuel went with him to the 
Middle Walk. 

Contradicted, — Peter, Shute, and 
Charlotte, prove that Peter and Shute 
were present in Mr. Smith's house 
with Quamina, Bristol, and Seaton 
on the 17th August, and as Seaton 
swears that he was there only once, 
they must have been present on that 
occasion. 

Petier, Shute, and Charlotte, swear 
that Seaton left my house in com- 
pany with Bristol, lamina, Shute, 
and Peter. 

In addition to the above, Peter la 
asked, " Was Seaton with you the 
whole time of that conversation?" 
He answers, " Yes." 



Peter states at conversation which 
he says passed on the 17th August, 
between myself and Quamina, and 
that there were three others present, 
viz. Bristol, Shute, and Seaton^ 

The parson said, Quamina, do 
you hear this? and- that Quamina 
answered^ ." Yen." 

Shute says, Quamma said to Mr. 



Mary Cfaishofan says she i^aw 
Quamina MLow the congregation 
towards success. It was between 
three and four o'clock idien Mr.' 
Smith left talking to Dora. Char- 
lotte says when Quamina, Seatoiv 
&c, were there, she wa» bringing in 
the dinner, and that I din^ that 
day between four and five o'clock^ 
Peter, when he, Seaton, &c. were in 
Mr. Smith's house, the table was 
laid fi>r dinner. 

Confra(^tcto({ by Bristol, Shute, and 
Seaton, not one of whom relates the 
conversation in the same way. 



Shute says the parson said you 
must not do that, Quamina; andhe 
said, " Yes, I will see,^Sir-" 

CoiUradicttid, — Neither Bristol, 
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Smidi he was going to drive all the Seatoui nor Peter, bear This witxiess 
idaanagers down ; and upon being out, and more especially with ' re- 
asked, ** did Quamina say what he spect to the day or two for them- 
was going to drive the managers selves, 
down fof ?** he answers, That they 
must come down to make a good 
law, and give them (the negroes) a 
day or two fcwr th^nselves. 

Is this Evidence sufficient to convict any individual of an offence;- 
much more one of so high a nature as that with which I am charged V 
It is true that it would seem as though these various tales had 
some foundation. I have stated clearly in the Defence the simple 
facts from which all these various tales have sprung. Men who. 
cannot remember simple facts, such as knowing whether any one 
was present during a conversatioD, or whether they left a house 
alone, or in company with another, are not likely to be very accurate 
in the narration of a conversation. Which of these witnesses is the 
one to be believed? they are all alike: they are all at variant 
with each other : and whether one is to be selected in preference 
to the rest, or all are to be discredited, is a matter to be determined ^ 
solely by the Court I think I .have shown that it will require at 
le^st some discrimiqation to discover the one worthy of any credit* 
They eeainot all be believed ; no two of them can be believed to- 
gether. Three of them have certainly made use of the word drive: 
it was not the word that Quamina used to me ; and how the negroes 
have got hold of it is obvious to every one. They have drivers who 
drive th^m to their work. Seaton says nothing abput driving ; the 
wo^ is more femiliar to them than any other word : they have used 
it among themselves, und now they hesitate not to assert under oath, 
that Quamina used it to me; but let me remark, that under the 
same oath they have asserted other parts of the conversation, which 
unfortunately for themselves are contradicted by each other in every 
way possible. 

oeaton and Bristol state they were standing in the back gallery, 
and I was in the hall, at some distance from them, when Quamina 
made bis communication ; this renders it highly improbable that the 
conversation with Quamina should produce any .effect on my mind; 
for it was certainly a strange mode of making so important a com- 
munication to be standing at a distance, which would necessarily 
require a louder tone of voice than ordinary. It appears also 
highly improbable that a communication of so serious a nature should 
be made in the hearing of Mrs. Smith, and four men who were 
standing near him. If he said any thi^g about driving the m^a- 
gers or white people to town, it was not in my hearing. What pas- 
sed between me and Quamina was in aloud tone of voice, and heard, 
thouffh not heeded by Mrs. Smith, she being at the time attending 
to ouer concerns. I have already in my Defence stated all that 
passed relative to the matter in question. How far the evidence, 
divested of its inconsistencies and contradictions, bears me out, I 
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must leave to the judgment of the Court, The evidencei in fact, 
is auch as-to render it impossible for. any one to say, that from il 
alone' the. real. truth can be ascert^ned. That negroes are not 
verbally accurate in general is not only well known and proverbial, 
but has been proved by H. Van Cooten, a resident among them for 
fifly years: he swears he would not intrust even a common message 
to the memory of any one of them, for ten to one if they'd carry it 
correctly, though some might do so. I need not tell this Court thi^ 
positive assertions ttlone are evidence in a case of this kind. 
Negroes may speak to facts, but in their notions of time and in 
verbal accuracy they are miserably deficient ; and even had there 
been no positive eviclence on this point, it would have been ap- 
parent from the evidence of the whole of them on this trial. The 
whole conversation occupied but two or three minutes, and I had 
no conception that even negroes were so ridiculous as to have 
chosen such a time and such a manner to have given information 
upon any serious subject.*^ I did not consider it as information, or I 
should have acted accordingly. 

My letter to Jackey ; I have already stated in my Defence, that 
it was Jackey's note that first made me attach any consequence to 
whiat Quamiua said on the preceding day. His^ observations about 
sending th6 managers to town to get the new law was made with 
good humour. None of the other nagroes present spoke a syllable, 
except " How are you, master, and "good bye, master." Jackey's 
note struck me with fear and terror. In addition, however, I must 
observe upon Mr. Stewart's evidence; he proves that I commani- 
cated to him, unasked, the circumstance of Quamina's coming to 
ask me about the report of freedom ; he says, I stated that several 
negroes had madi^ the inquiry. I did not say several. I men- 
tioned only Quamina, for he was the only one. Still, from the un- 
willingness of the witness Stewart to answer, and from the circum- 
stance of his denying having heard of any rumour or report of the 
idea of freedom having got among the negroes; and denying that he 
knew any acts of discontent -or dissatisfaction among the negroes 
of Le Resouvenir havingiaid down their tools and gone a-back, it 
is evident that he had every inclination to disguise the truth relative 
to that (circumstance. 

The word several being then introduced by such a witness, 
cannot he attended to. Stewart's and Elliot's evidence, however, 
prove that I made no secret of that knowledge. For it was told 
fireely by me to Mr. Stewart, Mr. Cort, and Mr. Elliot, the last of 
whom told it to Mr. Newton, a member of the Court of Policy, in 
my presence. Was this the behaviour of a man plotting and con-, 
spiring ? Had I had the least idea of the revolt, I most assuredly 
should have made it known; but I had not. Jackey's note brought ^ 
before me what Quamina said in a light in which I had not viewed 
it before; and therefore it was, that hurried and anxious, I 
wrote a note, the meaning of which appeared ambiguous until 
explained* 
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My not ffoiQg over immediatdly to doelor Mc Tfk't k eagplmiejl 
by the evideiice of Guildford, wboBiiys thi^ fce went nvraj jiuit sb 
the sun was down. A.t that season of the year the snn sets at as 
near six as possible; there are not twenty minutes twilight in this 
country ; yet» alter Oaildford wept away, Mrs. Smitb md myself 
went to walk a;iittle bit in ther Middle Wdk, aeoordtng to EUzabetli, 
inhere Hamilton sa#, as he «ays, it was in Ae gloaming after he 
was attacked ; w&at time wm there for communication t Besides, 
the inclosure in Jackey's note to me said the negroes were to begin, 
at the Thomas, a distance of seven miles from £0 Resouvenir; l^ow 
then was it possible, in so short a space of time, for me to come to 
a determmatton as to the steps to be taken, particularly as I bad 
my wife to protect; indeed there was no time even for reflectioH« 

On the last charge.— Romeo, one of the witnesses for the prose- 
' cution, says that he came to visit me on the Tuesday evening after 
the revolt, that is, on the 19th of August, and that I expressed a 
wish to see Quamina or Bristol. No one but Mrs. SmiUi being 
with me that evening, I could not bring forward a witness to prove 
that he did not come to me that evening; but I have proved that 
the chrcumstance which he said occasioned his coming td me never 
occurred. He said, I went to visit Mr. Smith in the e^^ening, 
seeing the negroes were making a great noise, and my heart was 
uneasy : both Chaiiotte and Susannah have proved that there was 
no noise on the estate tiiat evening. I deny that he came to me 
that evening; and I further deny, &at after the revolt Z expressed 
any wish to see either Quamina or Bristol. With respect to my 
seeing Quamina op the Wed&esday, the only one of ihe three 
circumstances apparently militating against me, which was capidble 
of being disproved, has been so by Elizabeth. Antje swears Qua^ 
mina went in at the back door, and as he entered, Mrs. Smith shut 
the door; Elizabeth swears she saw Quamina with myself and wife, 
and that the back door was open all the time Quamina was with us. 
Elizabeth swears she was in the kitchen^ and yet we talked so bud 
that she could hear us; not a verynafural tone of voice this for 
a conspirator, and aider and assister of sedition and rebellion ; nor 
was it very natural that the doors should be all open^ An^e was 
asked if Mrs. Smith appeared anxious that Kitty Stewart should gi» 
over ; she answered she could not tell, but that Mrsl Snrith Ifttood 
over her, and bid her to go with me. Kitty Stewart's iBvidence 

i fives a very different cotour to this. But I have already said I 
tnew nothing of these circumstancesy nor can the evidence on that 
head affect me.* 

The third circumstance is related by Elizabeth, viz. that Mrs. 
Smith threatened her ; but even Elizabeth is not altogether a cor- 
rect witness; she says the revolt began at Le Resouvenir at sev^ 
o'clock* Dora and Mr. Hamilton (the latter of whom must cer- 

♦ TTie following is an AFFIDAVIT of Mrs. Jane Smith, wife of the prisoner, 
as otdered to be printed by the Directon of the London Missionaiy Society: ^ 

^* Demerara 
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tsAnif be created in preferenoe to the otliers> with respect, to tiie 
time) front etrcnmstances^ fix the commenoement of the revolt at a 

** DEMERARA to ^t. 

^ To dl to whom these prcssents shall coxfte: I, JoHir Mvrrat, Esamr^^ 
' MiQor Geoenil siid lieutoiaiit OoTempr aad CemBumd8r4zi-Chief 

> of the Coloiiie»of Demeraia and EseequibO, Vke Adnafal of the 
same, &c. &c. &c/' 
(signed) John Mwrrmf, 

^* Do hereby Certify, That on the day of the date hereof, per- 
sonally came and appeared before me, the Deponent named in the deposition 
h^reiitato annexed, bemg a person well known and worthy of good Credit; and by 
solemn oath which the said Deponent then took before me, upon ^e Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, did testify and depose to be true, ^e several matters 
and t^gs mentioned and contained in me said Deposition hereunto annexed. 

'^In fieiith and testimony ^irhereof I hare hereunto set mv hand and seal. 
Dated at the King's house, George Town, this inirteenth day of 
November, 1823, amd in the fourth year of his Majes^'s reign. 
*^ By His Excellenc/s Command^ 

(signed) 

. " JoH» Mu&EATy Gov, See. 

** Personally appeared before met •^^^hn Murray, Esq* Ma^Mf General in His 
Britannic Miges^^s army> and lieutenant Crovemor and Commander in Chief in 
and over the united Colony of Demerara and Essequibo; ' 

** Jane, the wife of Jolm Smith, missionary, late of Le Resouvemr, on the east 
etfait of tfie Colony of Demerara, at present- in George Town^ with her said faos- 
biild, John Smith, a prtooner under trials which Deponent being sworn on the 
H^ Evangelism of Almighty God, deposeth as follows, that k to say3*->That on 
Sunday, the 17th of August of this present year 1823, about the hour of four o'clock, 
or' rdlher later, Bristol, a negro belonging to plantation Chateau Margp, the said 
BMstoi being a deacon of Be&d chaptt^ of tniicfa chapel her said husband, John 
SMCb, mt^ then theminkter, wai^ convening wi&iier, the said Jate Snntii, con- 
cemkig a little negro ^rl, the 4a|igbtnr of tbe^ said Bristol. That the sud Bristol 
was desirous of placing the said negro giil under her the said Jane Smith, to be 
tacffiht needle work and reading, and t)6 be instructed in any other way she, the 
said Jane Smithy might think fit That whilst she was so engaged in conversation 
with the said Bristol, tiie said John Smith, .^dbo had been, ast^ deponent verily 
bdieves, engaged till that hour in and about his duties as m minuter in' the said 
diqMly came in aad found her and th^ said Bristol engaged in the conversation 
aforesaid. That the said John Smith, upon entering the house, came up to this 
deponent and ^esald Bristol, and joined in their ^nversation*; that the -conver- 
siiaoU concerning the said negro girl was contiiined until fthe iaid John SmitAi 
learned from the^d BrisUd, mat the said girl had' had the sae«les^ <from which 
she was not at that time perfectly recovered, when the said John Simih oijected to 
lids deponent^ leceiring the said gpi for the purpose aforesaid^ until she was perr 
Ibe^ycured. 

^ ^'That whftst they (tills deponent, the said Bristol, and themiid John Smith) were 
still conttinuing to converse about ^e^ said-girif fonr negroes (Qoamina of Success^ 
Seaton of Success, and Peter and Shute of Le Resouvenir) came id to the back 
gallery of the house, and accosted ^is deponent and the said John Smith with the 
usual salutation of <' How are you master f— How are y6u misses V That the said 
Jbhh SMth' tlien went into the hall for the purpose of takhig a glass of #ine, his 
Usui^ custom upon doming into the h^use after a fatiguing day's ministry. That 
this deponent vras then standing inontheistepleadrng fW>m &e gallery to the hall : 
that her attention was dien eallea to the serrant CbArlotte, whose duliy irwas to 
bring in'^ner, which was then ready, and which had been wartift^ for her said 
husband; ^Tha^ Hiis" deponent '^henheani her said Iwsbaod speak to the said 
Qitemiha; WHos^ rfepfy tm*depo«enl weU nmembers :- the said QiUtmina laughed 
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qvfeurt^r past six, at all events, '' in the gloaming.'' When the ne- 
groes revolted, it was so light as taaHow Mn HaoHllon and Dora 

and said, ^' O nothings Sir, we were oaly saying it would be good to send and tell 
the managers to eo to town and get the new law :" that thefei4>on this deponent's 
bosband reproved the said Quamina for so talking. The said negroes were in the 
gallery, to tne best of this deponent's knowledge, not more than two or three mi- 
nutes; that the said negroes, Quamina, Bristol, Seaton, Peter, and Shute, then all 
went away together, each bidding this deponent and her said husband fl;ood bye. 
That this deponent did not remark any thing unusual in the manner or behaviour of 
the said last-mentioned negroes, especially as it was customary for some of the 
negroes attending the said chapel to call in every Sunday in a similar way, to bid 
this deponent and her said husband good bye. That after dinner on that same day, 
to wit me said 17th of August, this deponent and her said husband went to take 
a rather long walk, being out about an hour, and on their returning home from the 
same, about fifteen minutes after sun-set, met Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Van Ness, a 
voung gentleman lately gone to America, as ^is deponent has heard, and veoly 
believes. That deponent invited them to go home and take tea with her said 
husband and herself which the said two lastr-mentioned persons thereupon did. 
Tliat this deponent heard nothing from her said husband touching or concemiog the 
aforesaid conversation with Quamina on the said 17th, until the followiD|p Monday 
the 18th of the same month of August, when after dinner, about six o'clock in 4e 
eveningj^his deponent and her ssud husband were on the point of settii^ oiit to 
take a walk, a negro man of the name of Guildford, belonging to Doudifour, made 
his appearance and handed to deponent's .said husband a note or letter; that her 
aaid husband read the said note or letter, and asked several questions jconcermng 
the said note and its contents, and who had carried a certain inclosure therein to 
Jackey Reed of Douchfour. That the said Guildford returned evasive and ihh 
satisfiaictory answers, which this deponent attributed rather to stupidity than design. 
That thereupon her said husband desired the said Guildford to make haste back ttad 
tell Jackey (meaning the said Jackey Reed of Douchfour) that he, this deponent's 
husband, knew nothing of the matter to which the contents of the note referred: 
that it was too late to csdl any people \o inquire then, none of them being then acces- 
sible to him, but if there was any thing^going to lutppen, he begged that he (Jackey) 
would not have any thing to do vath it. That, a/ter delivering this message, the 
deponent's said husband said, '< Wait a little f and thereupon wrote a note, the 
contents of which this deponent did not see, and gave the same to the said Guild- 
ford, telling him at the same time to make haste back and run all the way. 

** That Uiis deponent's said husband then addressing her, said, '< Come, let us 
go a little away;" and that, tl^reupon, she -and her said husband proceeded 
to take a short walk, where he declared, that from the words and manner in 
which the said Quamina had, answered him, he, the said deponent's husband^ 
had not, until the receipt of the said notes on that evening, attached any im- 
portance to what the said Quamina hf^d said on the Sunday; that this deponent's 
said husband appeared very much distressed and uneasy, and did, in taet, ex* 
press himself to oe ap. That wlnlst this deponent and her said husband were 
continuing to walk on their way up the front middle walk of Le Reseuvenir; 
going towards the searshore, and consulting as to what were the best steps to 
be taken by this deponent's said husband, Siey heard a great noise at the build- 
ings of Le Resouvenir, and thereupon immediately returned, with an intention^ 
as this deponent verily believed at the time, of going directly home to their 
own house. That they, however, had not. proceeded many yards on their re- 
turn, when John Hamilton called aloud to t&s deponent's husband to come ami 
help him. That, both this deponent and her husband, thereupon, went to th^ 

Xt where the negroes had assembled, in front of the said dwelhng4ioi:vie; when^ 
erving their conduct to be outrageous, and by no means what this deponent 
ever witnessed from any negroes before, she bec^e ^ceedingly alarmed. Thai 
her said husband then went forward to^speak. to the said, negroes^ who, there- 
upon, began to brandish their cutUases, and maks many threatRmng ^etticidiK 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



133 

la inoertiin pertwB'at tiie dtstiNiQe f)rom mty t<) eighty roods. , I 
4a^on this laiit oha^g^ iai^st thfit I am ianoeent. It has not been 

tiooi, whidi terrified this deponent, and she ran home to her own house; that, 
«pon arriving there, she went direct to the yard to look for some one to go 
and call her said hoshand away. That she found the servant, (Charlotte) in 
the yard, whom this deponent requested to go and call her said husband, which 
the said servant refusea to do, declaring £at she was too much afraid to do 
80. That, thereupon, this deponent repaired to the spot where she had left her 
said husband, and ^ere found him standing at a little distance from the said 
negroes, there being near him the manager and the two overseers of the estate, and 
that she, this deponent, besought her said husband to go home, which he did. That 
tills deponent saw nothing more of the revolted negroes, or any of them, on that 
day, or the day following. That on the day following, however, all the negro men 
of the estate Ij^ Resouvenir, having left the same, and this deponent being exceed- 
ingly uneasy and alarmed at all that had occurred, was walking anxious and alone 
up and down the front gallerv of her house, when it occurred to her, that probably 
Anchey, a woman of colour, uving on Le Resouvenir, might be enabled to give her 
some information as to passing events. That previously to this, not a creature from 
whom ^e could obtain any information had called at the house of her, this depo^ 
nent. That she, this deponent, sent for the said Anchey, and inquired of her if she 
loww what the people were doing, if she, Anchey, wought they were going to 
return home. That the said Anchey appeared to be quite as ignorant as this 
deponent, whereupon, this deponent expressed a wish that she should see Qua- 
niiia or Bristol. That at the time this wish was expressed, she, this deponent, 
was not aware that either the said Quamina or Bristol were even reputed rebels, 
and that this deponent did not know this fact until afler her said husband was 
arrested and on nis trial. That the only reason this deponent had for wishing 
to see either the said Quamina or Bristol was, that they were deacons of her 
said husband's chapel, and on that account, she knew them better than she did 
Hie negroes in general. That this deponent then went to lie down, not having 
slept any part of the preceding night. 

** That this deponent did not communicate to her said husband a single syllable 
of the conversation that passed between her and the said Anchey ; and that she, tl^ 
deponent, had not been, directly or indirectly, induced to wish to see eidier the 
said Quamina or Bristol by her said husband, or by any other person, but tliatsuch 
"wuAk was expressed by her as it arose at the moment. That on Wednesday, the 
dOth of the same August, between seven and eight of the clock in the evening, 
whilst this deponent was in the front gsdlery of her house, her said husband was 
in the hall, the said Anchey came to this deponent, and told her, this deponent, 
tiiat Quamina had come if she wanted to see him. That at that time a free 
woman, named Kitty Stewart, was sitting on the steps at the back door of her 
said house. That it is true this deponent did request the said Anchey to invite 
the said Kitty Stewart to go home with her, and did tell the said Kitty Stewart to 
go with the said Anchey; but that this arose entirely from the circumstance of the ' 
said Kitty Stewart sitting alone on the said steps, apparently thoughtful. That the 
said Kitty Stewart and Anchey then went a^ay, ana shortly after the &aid Quamina 
came to the back door. That this deponent most perfectly remembers that she 
did not shut the back door. That the said Quamina accosted this deponent in his 
waal manner, and before entering into any conversation with her, this deponent, 
be, the said Quamina, sedng this deponent's husband sitting in the hall, said he 
vomld go and speak to him. That the said Quamina had crossed the back gal- 
leiy and entered the hall, where deponent's said husband was sitting. That this 
deponent fc^owed him. That the conversation that passed on that occasion coin 
sistfid merely of inquiries respecting the health of him, the said Quamina, except 
^t Mr. Smith observ^ tiiat he was sorry and grieved to find that the people had 
been so foolish and widsed and mad, as to be guilty of revolting, and hoped that 
he w|S notdOBoemed in it; to which the said Quamina made no reply. That this 
deponent's hq^and then a|k|edHiro where he bad been di the ttroe^ and where ha 
1^0. 9. K 
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4iowtrdiat Qtuunfaia was a'r6bel;'«veii*if iheHDowt AmM eom^ to 
the determittatioti tkatt it i§ «MieeeMary''taprofVo«42uaiimNi to bate^ 
been a rebel, still I mast insist tbat proof of my hmming him at ihe 
time to have been a rebel is necusary, 

< I most observe, tbat it is impossible to oome to a conclasioit'iipoR 
any one of the charges withotit taking the whole of the evidence 
^ito consideratioi;!. If this be done, it is manifest tbat neither my- 
self 'Uor my doctrines were the oaase of the revolt; that my name was 
never mentioned b^^ any of the negroes as being eonnected wkk the 
Irevolt. Mr. Austin declares he went np amongst the revolted negives, 
'prejudiced against me; yet he in his examination says, ** I most add, 
that in no one instance among my numerous inquiries did it appear 
that Mr. Smith had been in any degree instrumental iti the insnr-» 
rection." Lieutenant-Cdlonel Leahy, who was in command df the 
whole <5oast, wbo was amidst the negroes on every occa$idn', and 
wbo had every circumstance worthy of notice conveyed. to him, 
says, ** I do not recollect hearing the prisoner's name mtntianed 
till I came to town.'' Take, then, Hamilton's evidence, that of 
Stewart, Elliot, and Davies, and the certificates, and what will not 
their testimony weigh against a number of ignorant negroes, under 
the influence of their masters ; under the fear of punishment f^r 
titeir conduct; aod therefore glad to throw the UameiqxNi any eoe 
rather than allow it to remain with themselves, as it really noes? 
< — contradicting themselves; contradicting each other; and no two 
of whom agree upon any material point. One would think that 
Quamina's motive for driving the white people would have beoi 
remembered by four persons, in whose presence he is said to have 
assigned it; yet Bnsfbl is^ys, ** it was because the negroes' free^ 
dom had come out ;" Peter, ** to see the Court, to get the new 
law;" Shute, '* to get something good for the. negroes," and " a 
day or two fof themselves ;" and Seaton reimdns silent on that 
point, assigning a direbt falsehood, that he wai not present. 

Bristol and Jason, witnesses called by me to prove when I read 
I ' ' ' ■ ■ 'I . 1 1 I » 

had then come from; upon which the said Quamina appeared cofrftmn^M'and 
abashed, and v^tthout answering a single syllable, suddenly turned round and weiit 
away, having remained not more than- two or three minutes. That upon the d<B- 
parture of the said Quamina, tbt^ deponerit^s husband said, I wonder wnat broiig!^ 
Quamina here this evening 7 and thenfor the first ti'mev^Ms deponent ififormed hrtr 
said husband, that she had expressed a wish' to .Anclrty to see cither hirti or Brijs^ 
tol. That her said husband told her Sh^WsVerfiiolish for so dcwng, for tbttt 
ftom the manner in which the said QtidnflAa had suddenly gone away, ^^«re waj^no 
iiayihg but that he might be also engaged in the re^-olt^ and that if that was Afe 
case, he never wished to sed'him. That tl^s^ deppnent then became alarmed, i^& 
^ght have told the litil^ girl, Bli^abetb^ whom this tjeppi^ent knew had seen tife 
sadd Quamin£?n hef house that evening', Aat she was i^ot to mention the c^com- 
staiice,'and that if she did ^it would whip hfer. "That'if this threftt was^tfll^e-to 
^^ said Eliiabeth, by her, this deponent,- it was withbut the ptivity,^^asettt, of 
Itnowled^ of her said husband, lli^t thii deponent ^9 conveyed, to town ti^ 
following day wiih her said husbatDd^ with "f^homv she hak remained ever since. 



, ■ • ; VSignMV ' ' JANB SMITH; 

(liignedi ■J<SHtrMUllfeAV6bv««te^r 
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dk>«l Moses and Phaora^b^ say about two or tbreo montlui b^bce 
the K^v<iU. These* witoegs6» could not read* Londoo, ' bo vever, 
who oouU reiul^ and whose knowledge was. tried by the Gourt, 
proved that it was two years ago, the time stated by me in myi4e- 
fence. This is student to show how inaccurate is negro evidence 
in general ; add to all this the scantiness of ihe evidence against 
me, notwithstanding the immense exertions that have b^n m^e to 
proenre it. That my Defence was written, upon my suggestion, 
before my counsel had seen my witnesses ; and done so on my t>wn 
eonacioasness of innocence ; that many of my questions have been 
bold, even to rashness, from any other than an innocent man ; and, 
let me ask, what evidence is there before the Court that is sufficient 
:to condemn me? . t 

Gentlemen, I have done; to you my case is now confided. 
Whatever may be your determination, I do» as a minister of the 
.Gospel, in the presence of my God» most solemply declare my in- 
noottice- 

(Signed) JOHN SMITH.. 

The Defence being closed, the Prosecutor requested to be 
allowed till Tuesday to prepare his reply, and the Court in 
consequence adjourned till Tuesday morning at ten o'cloc]^. 



TWENTY-SIXTH DAY, 18th November, . 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment; when the ProseccUor 
requested the indulgence of the Court till the following morning, 
some accidental circumstances having occurred which prevented 
bi$ being fully prepared with his reply. 

[The Court adjourned till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 



TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY, IQth November. 

The Court met pursuant to adjournment, and the Prosecutor read 
.his Reply, as follpws : 

Mr.;Pre^id^t| and jGei^tlefien of the Court Martial; 

The Pri^poer bavii^ closed his defence, the task of reviewii^ 
the evidence now devolves on me, in consequence of the absence 
of my learned friend, the Judge Advocate General. I cannot bi^t 
regret, in upison with what I am aware mus<; be the feeling oif^ the 
Court, that the indisposition of the Judge Advocate should have 
thrown this arduous task on one so little able to discharge it pro- 
perly, and so new to such proceedings, as myself; but I rely, gen- 
Aemc^, on jyiHMTiiSfeuie of tbediffipuUies I have to contend with, and, 

K 2 
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abtfve ail, on a contmaance of ]Foar kind indalffence to excuse tfte 
nomberlefis imperfeetious of tiiis reply ; and I ttust you wiH pa- 
tiently bear with me, whilst I endeavour, without farmer premce, 
and, with as much conciseness as time and circumstanc'es will per- 
mit, to ffo tbrouffh the principal and leading facts proved in the 
prosecution, and uie points urged in the defence. 

Jt appears in evidence, that the prisoner commenced his tabotir^ 
as a missionary at plantation Le Resouvenir, on the east coast of 
tlus cdony, early in the year 1817; under special instructions from 
the London Missiona^'y Society, warning him that he was sent here, 
not for the purpose of attemptins^ iany alteration in the temporal 
condition, or any interference with the political state of the slaves, 
but simply and solely for the great end of instructing the negroes ill 
the pure doctrines of our holy religion : and It is wordky of i^em'ark, 
as connected with this case, that these instructions direct his Atten- 
tion entirdy, I jnight, perhaps, say exclusively, to the plain trntUs 
of the gospel, and never glance at, or allude, even most dbtantly, 
to the Old Testament. 

The prisoner, however^ feeling, as he avows, an aversion to 
slavery, soon for^t these precepts, and the great iEind ostenriUe 
object of his mission, and seems to have directed his whole attention 
to obtain over the minds of his hearers, an undue influence, and 

Squally to dissolve the tie that bound the slave to hb master* 
e prisoner in his defence accuses the Judge Advocate, wha 
opened the case, with having gone, in his statement on this head» 
fir beyond the charges, and having adduced evidence wholly irre- 
levant to them. In answer to this accusation against my learned 
friend, I shall content myself with referring to the statement itself, 
and I am convinced the perusal of it will show that the Judge Ad- 
vocate, irom the most honourable, motives, has refrained from 
saying much he might have said, and from painting the conduct of 
the prisoner in the strong colours which he might have employed.' 

The charge of bringing forward irrelevant evidence is easily 
made, but it would have been better to allege some instance of 
this, tp enable us to judge of the truth of the accusation ; this not 
having been done, it would be but fighting a shadow to attempt any 
refutation. 

I am well aware, gentlemen, that the evidence in the first charge 
is very diflnse; but 1 must beg that you will, at the same time, 
remember tl(e tenor of the charge, and the difficulties inseparable 
from any attempt to establish it. Tliesb difficulties exist and are 
inherent in the venr nature and essence of the crime charged. The 
prosecutor is called on to prove, by legal evidence, that a missionary 
of the Gospel has sown amongst his negro flock the seeds of dissa- 
tisfaction, with intent to rouse them to rebellion. The crime pre- 
su[^oses great secresy, and great caution; for the criminm is 
placed in a situation of extreme delicacy, where one false step, one 
precipitate inovement either on his own part or on the part of the 
n^pes, may at once ruin all his projects : He must hind ovLi one 
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tkiun^tec to the ^ori^^, Md. another to the negtoes; he muat 
endeavour to conceali .even from them the end he has in vieur, dse 
their rashneifs may betray him ; and he must thus strive to poisos 
themiiids of his victims ^thout their being theniselves aware of the 
hand which administers the potion. 

Can it then be an easy or a simple task to bring forward legal 
proof 5^ tjios crime? more particularly as all the witnesses must be 
t9&ep from that very congreffatiou which has been for years under 
the thraldom of the criminal himself; men, who unaccustomed to 
ij^ves^ate the operations, and trace back the movements of their 
fiwir.mindsi^ have for years looked up to him as their pastor, their 
friejidy tbeir.guide to happiness here and hereafter. These are 
some of the obstacles which this prosecution has had to encounter ; 
bi|t then^ notwithstanding, there are on the records of this Court 
iact^ proved and incontrovertible, which seem to me to carry with 
them jth^. fullest ponyictionof the prisoner's guilt. 
, The congregation which the prisoner collected around him con- 
sisted of the uubaptized, of the Christians, as those were more par^ 
ticulariy termed who had been only bs^tized ; the members of the 
chapel who were admitted to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and the deacons; besides these, there were on the different estates, 
classes, each under its own teacher, who was nominated, or at 
^ea^ i^anctioned by the prisoner, as is proved by Romeo and Bris- 
tol*. With respect to admission to the chapel, it appears that thct 
oandidatQ, after having passed through the necessary examinations 
of the deacons in due order, and lastly of the. prisoner, was by him 
introduced into the assembly of the members, and proposed as 
worthy of being received amongst them. One of the member^ 
spoke in bis behalf, and the prisoner then asked them if they were 
willing to admit this person as a member, directing such as ap- 
prov^a of him to hold up their right hands. When this was done, 
the prisoner took him by the hand, and shaking it, said, I receive 
you 9A a member of this church ; and the various members went 
ttirough the same ceremony, each saying, I receive you as a 
brother. Such was the mode of permitting a communicant to par- 
ticipate in the holiest rites of reUgion ; or more properly^ of receir- 
ing him into an association linked together under the name of 
brothers, each individual of whom seems to have had a voice in th6 
admission of others. 

Above these were the deacons, whose duties were of various 
kinds, and necessarily gave them considerable authority and weight 
as to the rest of the congregation. The prisoner, indeed, denies 
tlus, but he himself states that they were to keep order in the cha- 
pel, and the witnesses Azor, Romeo, and Bristol, &c., prove that 
^ey, the deacons, received all candidates for baptism and for the 
sacrament; that they examined them ; and not till diey were satis- 
fied Fith them did they hand them over to tjOLe prisoner ; this alone 
i»BQJ9Scient to mark their authority. Furthermore, Bristol says he 
hflid to keep ai| eye tp the condqct of the members on^ his master^# 
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estate, a&d;if his report of them was unfavoinrable they wepe ex^ 
dudede and it is evident from the statement of Bristol, namely, 
tbal'he was to show the candidates to Qnamtna; that he was to in- 
gtniot them in the first daties, and then hatid them over to the other 
deacons, &c. ; that even amongst these officers of the chapel there 
was a regidar gpradatios of ranks. 

The teachers from their office must also have possessed consi- 
derable isfluence, and they seem to have b^en the channel of com- 
munietftion to the others, and the conveners of these meetings; 
for when the prisoner sent Jackey of Doehfour to the negroes oft 
Orange Nassau, he directed him to call for the teacher^ to let him 
Commence by singing a psalm, and praying, 8cc. &c., and then to 
•pen the sulgect of his mission. 

Over the congregation thus modelled, the prisoner, it may be 
supposed, soon obtained great iniuence; of this he himself boasted 
to captain M'Turk ; nor was it an empty boast, for the whole evi- 
dence before you, gentlemen, shows the truth of it; the various in- 
stances, will, of course, not escape from, your observation as I 
fiiroceed; but I shall not detain you by enumerating them, I shall 
BtAy point out for the present their contributions of money for the 
piiirchase of wine for the sacrament, and the other purposes of the 
chapel, for repairs and enlargement of the chapel ; for the Mission- 
ary Society in England ; the purchase of books, the poultry, &c., 
iteidjams furnished by them to the prisoner. The prisoner says, as 
to me presents he received, he gave more wine in return than 
Compensated for them. It is strange that he should forget that thb 
wine was purchased by the negroes themselves, for the sacrament, 
as Bristol proves ; how does his giving away the wine at their ex- 

Eense mend the matter ; does it not make it worse ? for the more - 
e gave away, the more must they have bought. 
• 'The prisoner says, all these contributions were voluntary, and 
irere given in consequence solely of his addresses from the pulpit ; 
but this only establishes still more clearly his influence. It proves 
tiiat it was so great as to make the negroes, of all pe<^le on the 
faee t>f the earth, part with their money freely, and' not on any 
priaisiple of force. Vast indeed, must have been his asdefndanijy 
oyer the negro mind, when he could induce thet» to contribnts 
flieir money to a society for spreading the gospel through distant 
regions, the very names of which were unknown to them. Ctee of 
the j^reat means by which the prisoner obtained this influence was 
Ib^ bis being ni all titne!^ ready to listen to their complaints against 
theirniasters, and to settle their disputes amongst themselveil <» 

These latter, which' w^re formerly carried to their masters, were 
now addressed to him/ He was to be the arbiter of their qumrels, 
or, as he t^rms it, to tict the part of a civil magistrate amongst 
thera ; the prisoner wishes to explain this by sjBLjing, he neveir re- 
ceived BLjch complaints e!xcept theyk'elated to church-matteiis ^ and 
be rests the proof of this in nis d^l^nce^ on two groutids; first, on 
bi^ interpretation of the evidence 6f Bristol, who, in^ his <^oss-exa^ 
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mmtHio^Hafi&it, h^jm* saiitba-uegroeit ^^ponplAined to the>iMMiiMr 
gftheitibfeiilgHcked for,gomg to ofaap^,ii0,&sk«id, "*Did'tbay«>ni^ 
phin to Mr. Smitb, that this^y were Uckefci; for aiifjr thiog el^r to 
Mhiob fa^ aiisw0ts, .^^ They ini^bt^ve ^ioqq^o; twt IdoiBetlBMir 
ofit"^ Thf set^ood.M aaaliasioH toiaii eb^tract from Us JoimHdi 
quoted in bis; di^eqce^ and tindec idate :21st Mar^h 1819. Tb» 
vbole. passagid is 9s follows: 'f I ^ish. tb^: ilegroes wouM sfHf 
nbtbing: to me. concerning tb^ir , troubles, /vfbibh. arise front the 
aevere usage: of their ,i(ianagei^> [Siic*» ^ it i^^mt my busiii^st ^ 
interfere in sach conc^rtis^ and oidy didiges.^e toitvek •Bmbf^oom- 
duct with apparent indifference, and bebav0 ndtk coolness toAtose 
wbb, relate it. I observed in the slaves a, spirit of generjd imii^ 
inuring and dissatisfactionrnot should l- wonder ifi it were ta bredk 
<mt into open rebellion ; . however . I hope it may nol^" Bmtoik 
testitnonyis^ no dj^p^oval' of the* charge; it goes only to whatibe 
^limlielf beard. As.%0 the pa$^fig^ frdm the l^nml» H^admits the 
&ct tfaat tbie negroies.did > com^ain, and did . continni^i to conqrfait 
to the prisoner of their tteatment, which is biM^ne dal by tnmqr 
i^er partsLof the /evidence; and jtbis onto adniitted> I ai^ no^ftife-. 
ther{^roof. This pdssagiej so far from proving what the, prisoner' 
wishes, shows that th0 prisoner, did not treat tnetr complaints' wUi 
even.app^entjndiffi^reiice^ or listen to them with ooc^ens; fak 
who is there at all conversant with the negro character, who deits 
i¥>t.lcnotr that a negro never witieontiiiq^'t^ carry his ooak{diints 
;tb one ^ho receives them with^ coolness. Is nottUs stalted by one 
of the prijsoner'jsi wit^iesses, tbittihe negroes. said tfieyiroidd iKOit '^ 
?to thejRiscal, because once w)ie» they went be did not atteM to 
^m, I do not believe the; statement of the negro as to^ the ^fitbl,. 
but the reason ispeicfectly iij ohai:acter< £ven:.thei, if arguBBBift 
could do at^ay withi^cts^ the priseoer's: defence heore wouUi'uiN; 
javail bim. , . , 

, To prove these factf^ I do not eOnsid^it necesisary to repeat ilo 
i^e Court the. numetous cen]f>laint|i: of. the negroes #iA which iiHe 
Journal is filled, not only as tqjreligious matters, but asiO-otiMr 
points^.; The complaint ef Ne4lt tbe^ eomfdaint M ti^ negroeis of 
Success, the disputes betnifeen JS^Hf^uel and Cofiy, &o^ theymiMl 
be fresh in the reoollectiou of tbe Court; and; die de^aration-afiid 
^missidn.in the. Journal of 1k^ prisoner himself, OEi'iotiie trnllh of 
tbe.fact; render any thing' fforlber useless. Whether these Oe«w 
j^ints weJre well, or iP fotiqded is not the questioii, ^mr baftb ife 
tht means of knowing; hut X: cwa^pt 'jbelp observing,^' tbatiil- ^e 
only instance \^bere a negro was interrogated as to th&/ complaoBt 
mentioned In the Journal, he wasi obliged to! confesajit warnlettitrafL 
I allude to. J^key of I^cfafour. The- pdsoner, nt^-jthe ctmrs^^ of 
his defence to this part of the evidence, says, the planters tbefln^ekds> 
neferred^.tbe quairelscff the negroes to me.to^setile;' *But flnsdoes 
^ot accord with what he bad be&re stated; ho ha^ ait alt ereti^ 
jhowJi no. proof of it; there is ayt ii^tance, and it is a sditar^ ate, 
«£aiBan$^er;S^nding*t^hin|)an^o to bereprtmaiidedfbrimaM^ 
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»al c^ondoct. tt is the case 6t Mr< Stewart, of Success, wha wrote i* 
to tke prisoner, telling him that Jack, a teacher of Bethel Cbapel, ^^j 
had turned his wife out of doors to bring iti other women, with ^^r, 
whom he lived ; and Mr. Stewart then begs the prisoner to repri- j^ << 
mand these parties for their disgraceful conduct; but this case is -i 
no answer to the facta I have stated ; and yet it would appear, that »> \ 
the prisoner can adduce nothing more, nnless, indeed, the evidence j. i 
of the Rev. Mr, Austin, as to the familiar intercourse which ought - ^ 
to Aubsiist between the pastor and the flock^ be meant to apply to ^ 
this point; but if so, the answer is still plain. ^ -t}^ 

Mr. Austin states, the object of this intercourse is to discover . . v< 
their spiritual eondltion, not to listen to their compluinis agaiui&t u. 
their masters. In a few words, this interference on hia part wa« ^ 
either necessary or unnecessary. It could not be necessary* or di« 
prisoner would never have described himself in his journal, a docu* 
meot meant for the eye of the Missionary Society, as checking 
these complaints ; if it was unnecessary, it was clearly unjnstifiabtei, 
as tending, inevitably, to destroy all confidence between master and 
slave. The man who really meant to support the authority of the 
master,, would aev^er d» any thing' to less^ this confidence In Ijht 
Blind of the slave; he sever would teach him to look to any oue 
but his mastei: for the setttement of tbe disputes between him aiid 
his fellow slave, ^ 

As to the advice which he gave them whcin 8ti6b complaints were 
made, and the coolness with whiiih' he treated them, the Court will 
be further able to judge froBi the following facts: — Bristol 8ays». 
'' when the^people come to eompl^in, or when they are hindered 
from coming, to cbapd, and settle^ of them get licked,, then he trib 
^em, >Vell, J eaonot help ftisi; but it is not right for your masters 
to lick yon, and binder you from coming to the chapel. ' 

Manuel states, the prisoner said, if vour master hs^ve any work 
for you on Sunday, it is your duty fd tell him that Sunday is God's 
day; that if the water^dam brok^ on Sund^, it was' our duty to gp 
and stop it. 

Romeo says, the prisotev told tkrk, if Hhe water-dams breaks U> 
be sure jou mnstattead t&f Mr^ti£neT'k duty ; if they force ;ou to 
do it, yQu miist do it; and your master 'Will answer for it. ' 

Azor says, the prisoner told us, €K>d keeps the sabbath-day holf v 
that this country was a-very wick^ country; ha Englandi they were, 
all free, and tfaey 4ril kept the sabbath-day Ifoly ; that it was very 
bard to work on a sabbatb-daJr^^bM in casie of fire, or the koker giv* 
i'^g^ vay> we must work ; but if half a row was left, it was not fit to . 
finish it on.a ShiBddy;.tliatit vas Obt right to wort on the sabbath^ 
and that we wesa folds ^for wotMng 6n a Sundi^, for the sake of m- 
few lashes. ? -i -v.- * / _ 

On this evideiMO a great aanyretfiatlLS have been made by^thit' 
prisoner, but h6 has never attempted to contradict the imsmr, 
which Bristol says he gave to thei^ coiuiFlaints, nor yet what Bopieo, 
asserts about their wp^ungt not^ tf oi^d^riN], blit if forced^ Kecfnm; 
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imccriitroirertedy and the spirit of them ii wdl ireitby of obserra^ 
lioii;^ Id fike manner he lulmitft what MairoeU lUneo, andAsor 
have stietfed, as to the necessity <rf* tbek voriLing in- case of fire, or 
the dams breaking, &c. He does not'deay his stating this, but he 
has lErttempted to deny their evidence as to some of the otiier points* 
He Irishes to ibake it appear that ha aivajs^ eqoined on the ne- 
grodi die iiecessfty of working on Spadi^^wlteD esdered; bnt if 
sncfa'were the case, why shonld be ieH .iham it was incombent to 
assist in repairing a breach in the dam,; or pirtting tmt a fire on a 
Sunday? Sorely if they were directed to do ail manner of work if 
ordered, the prisoner never would-have deemed it Necessary to . 

Kinf t>Qt the propriety of stopping a breach in tiie dam on Sundieiy. 
le t«ary nature of the thing shows tfai(i was^ asstated' by Manuel 
and Axor, an exception to the general rule which he had laid down 
for tteoi ; and, as he does not deny his stating the exception, I do 
■Dt see how he can contradict the general nde, for this must in fact 
be presupposed, otherwise ihe exception is nonsense ;• nor do I see 
that tile negative evidence of Bristol and Bill, who say they did not 
he^ the #ords, can, especially under such circumstances, do awa^ 
with the positive testimony of Manuel. The evidence of Azor is 
what flie prisoner principally aims at destroying, but as fiur as I can 
judge of it, his efforts have been fruitless. 

& is aiiserted that Asor is not to be believed because be could not 
remember the names of all who were present. Yet he mentions 
eactifeflBly the driver of Postlethwaite's I^lantation, Friendship, as 
kuig there; and on the list of the prisoner's witnesses there is a 
man of the name of Friendship, but this man was not called. Of 
mhat importance, then, is the prisoner's remark? The witness who 
can contradict the testimony of Azor, if it be fake, is pomted out; 
the prisoner does not examme him, but he summons oither persons 
of whom AJzor makes no mention, to prove that they never heard 
aneh an expression. 

The prisoner then strives to show4iat if he did give suc3i tnstnlc- 
4ion» he at the same time directed them to ft||gb theur work on the 
Jfotoiday ; and certainly if he wished. to prote tfai^ he did not en- 
eomrage the negroes in idleness .or disobedience, it was incumbent 
OB him to show this. With this view he asks Aeor, " Was any 
dung said about finishing the half row en the working, days r to 
whtCT Azor answers, ^* Slo;'' and the prisoner never' again hints 
St this sub|ect. 

It is In points sucb as these that we must expect to find the true 
character of tite prisoner's doctrines. The general precepts of 
obedience on which he so much rests are mere shadows if they be 
not. carried into the a very-day practice of life. The negroes oti the 
eatate where Azor lived seemed to have bad a certain task assigned 
^ttem, sonid Of them did not finish it on Saturday, and took their 
Ssmdqr to do it. The case comes before the prisoner, be remains 
pacfeotiy"Siirat on the necessity of their doing their work on the 
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pQtt2sb*dL ,(Ii.ilhisa.l8isot» of ot>edMBoe^> YoaMte iiM)lito iwtt 
for tli«teailber><^> ft. (vm habea* iWias this tntended; to. r^tse in thaiit 
oiiiudkta JMf>^ti i». ik6ir itmstmSf or^ to. make.lli^loofc om.hb kh 
diflna(ioi»ai)a»lkiiig4tt heiidiaaded? No';.;ilim were tdd to. 4&t 
spiae k. And tkm the mtt who ads ifaas. sbeliar himsdtf b^bM 
iMic^ aO'jQKoiiie as. Us phmdbdftg up at, othor tines <d>edieiioe to 
tbek ownansl 

The<ifiei^«atiMieof tka pa&Jshment.wUoh be inflicted on ^tfieilch 
liim«eots>for Sunday w4Nrk was Mieh as to makeitbem look oii th^ 
ttastcffs 4M beings nnder the ooito of Heaven.. The woddng. ?olii»^ 
tariiy od a SaadaynraB denwlsred such. a orime .as ^ xeslder ,tii9 
negro unwofthy ef partakings ^£ the Sacsameiil. lu what Jight mast 
the masterS'haveibeen held I And is not, this.in«BicopdaMi^.itidb 
the etatament of Bmneo! Work if youCimaslera foDoe jroaw for 
they will have to answer far iib« Could thistiewemig the mastes ja 
the eye of the slaves be. ifttended to niake> them inoro /obedientl 
Were they more Hkely to be sabmissive to men whom they W 
Iiei^« exposed to tkewr^ of God? The negroyeslmd been tidd* 
as Bristol umd Manml pr^vov that the enemy the Jews . foeglNt 
sifainsteaid eonqveredi meanH the men thai «Ka not heUeye in or 
fear God ; that Jerusalem. was to be dcsteoyed bocanse ,the meii»of 
that oityxlid not briiieve ini Grodb /Was aiivg^d point to, be gained 
bf repmentibg their ttastersas'ofaHioh the same ebaiiacter2i.'.iw » 
' Bat to |m)ceed with' other inslanees of advice.^ £ristDi sajntha 
prisoner toM the' negooes^ *\when they rim away, or so, you^ainrt 
not let them oateh yon^again; for tbey* wiiLpunish yon." , :. <.. 
• The ptboner asb bim^ Did !> ever encourage the Jiegroest ito.fftin 
away? BnBteloM^s, No ; I dare. sa$r haidid not ope&ly oar direntlgr 
ilo so^ for where an indirect hint; would answer, J do ao4 sappoit 
he wonld ever go farther; Bristol indeed, states in hii eiridiefic*^ 
that York, a member of Bethel Cb£q>el, was o(Meipaoi|sbed byithe 
primmer. for nmning away, and. that the Cbristiibs.fcomjMahbica- 
sifte^^wkoihad-akottiiin away^ were told notto^ioame'tohis ohnpeL 
It ntoiedver appears. that anegiio who had left Success in',thafda|; 
and JnhI been^troybleseflie in.tbe prisonetr'siyarda^ night; wfBm-m&st 
heme hf him.die ^leait momu^ ; and alao that Aiiiegro ot plaMtetioi 
^VigilaneiB, who hadiibsaondeiU had oome to him $eomn^yk U^ffi 
him to interoedeiwith his master £br bim, wbi^,he(dM».iUidiiew( 
him home, and the negro was pardoned; but I do m^iaeettkaw 
Has meeb; Of daesaway: with Jtbe^ evil tdndenoy.of fais^odaaatlon, 
as stated by Bnslol, -ai«i wMoh is not controverted. . He mjnoi 
aecQsed of hmfanariBfl^dmnvway negroes ? isavrouaded as bft WBBhf 
the dififefent estiites lhe> dould' not have^ dcHieit; andr hftrid^, iie 
had a ohamctcar te «u[4Kx^t>faefove the p«bUc,i.or UstpiKvatomm- 
ebiaalie«a» i would fatt ttf the .gicuuKl. . i IBon anglkt tbat» .rngfefaat- U 
thi»contrairy;r«hirdi|claiation msayfhave been made to steie oCilhoae 
Ttihaway«^w4om«BriiilbaL>iae»tiaiia» • .«. ,. 
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."^Hr'sfafdl die otSftrnti histtiiicie ftrir^ef oti l^'^poinl^Tk&^^Mei 
at Dochfour had obtained leave tablf^ ttieeHdr^ M^Aeit e^Utt^ ^ 
iMy tifti6 Ibey eh^se, for fhe puif»o6e of teaming Hie- etttidtbisMv ^n 
two eondifioiis, how^vetv Firsts That tbey sboufM nbtlatdfflit tltrafiige 
negroes; and, secondly. That they thdm^dvM should vMgb Abrdli^ 
to tsrther estates. Jaeky Reid, ih& fedche^ at Dck^ibtiis tdls Ais^ 
iJ6'\h^ prisoner, and 'What is his remark? b it an^ injunction not 
to abnse the indnlgence of their' master,/ bnt stricflyto<.adhere to 
his oommands? fkr from it; he telb them there is no hMn In yonr 
tettlng negroes join you from other estEl!^s> and ydn may go abroad 
iritbiKit doing any thing- wrbng. This is precisely the tenoi' of his 
irhM^' condoet, as fair as the evidence traces it. In his^pnUic seiv 
mons he sometimes tells them to be obedient to their mast^re ; but 
iAi6t\ it is redij^ed to any one specific circumstance, be <ig^ not 
h«^itate to hold forth the very oppositie doctrine ; but 1h^ pnsonei^ 
^^the present case i^as not contented' wift merely telling Ja<Ay to^ 
disregard- his master's orders, but he acftrally sent him, in defianeef 
of these orders, to -a meeting of the n^roes at plante^on Oranges 
/Nassao. 
> On the head of keeping the Sabbath, Ae prison^ prohibiteil tb«f 
#egroes from working on that day in their own gronndi?, going tof 
market, or eiren washing their ebthes; under pain of Ineurrihg ^e 
t^ngeance of their Creator. 

'' 'Whatever lie may urge on this point, I believe there is no on^ 
who looks at the ^otistitntion of society in this colony > but wi!l,'withi 
out hesitation, admit, that there exists no means so well calculated 
tb render the negroes dissatisfied as this very one, to deprive them 
of tbmr Sundi^, the day which they have to themselves ;• artd yoft 
find, gentlemen^ by the positive testimony of Manuel and Bristol; 
tinoontradicted by any one witness, that this moasure did prodiictt 
flief effect to be expected, that the negroes began to murmur, and 
require another day for themselves, and that this was one of th^ 
gj^ot causes of that dissatisfaction which at length drove them tb 
open rebellion. * 

The prisoner asks Bristol, did the negroes ndt talk of having a day 
td themselves in the time of Mr; Wray ? to which he receives a 
decided Jiegative. By this comparison between the' former nii$- 
Ktonary and the prisoner, both placed in the same sitnatio^, both 
gent to teaoh the same religion, this distK>ntent is mo«rt clearly and 
fM<i^bly brought home to the prisoner. 

- :The prisoner pleads that he was actuated in this matter solely by 
A sense of religion. It is not by any one isolated a«t that the irti- 
tention of the actor can be proved. The point in question is a part 
^ H system, and must be judged of by the whole tenor of that 
jsystem. 

But if this dissatisfaction be the effect of religion, and religittk 
Mdy, why did not the negroe^during' Mr; Wray's^tiihefeel if^ same 
iMlMatisfaetiOB, and require* aimth^ day <fbr themseiv^; There mugt 
htfive Jieen something in the systeni ofth^ prisoMr^very^dlHbreiiit 
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ff!pm IM ^fli^ jnrfMtoeHpr ; ikqnj^ the tfHi/^n ^y tauf^t vf^t 
4f ought to bav^ beeot the aaiM- 

, Bol wa« religion the camse also of ihe pmouf^fs dm^ing ash 
. iavidioua comparjisoD oq this point between the slaves of thi^ colony 
and the people oif a free country? 

tf it be no, the prisoner's ^«eal for the gospel of peace has moat 
nnfortanaiely.led him to. adopt tjlie very measures which appear the. 
n^ost lilk^ly to ups^t society, and carry discord through the land. 

I may r^sapari*, that his explanation of the above comparison, 
ffJiicb lie admits^be made^ m^t have been proved by the witnessea 
ihfflOBfilyts, if that explanation wer^ true ; but the prison^er never 
hazards a single question on the subject, and the inference is not t» 
he pMstfJiep* 

Then^ is another circumstance, which lead^i U9 to a different conr 
cbiifjlQffifrom that which the prisoner wishes to be adopted* Tk^ 
BMiri^^ng of the negroes, as to their having another day^ waj» |iot 
unknown to him, for he himself within a few hours after the revolt. 
kfok^ wt,;fu»^giied this to John Aves as o^e of the cans^ of their 
rebellion; they waited their Saturday and Sunday, This is .a 
atrpngfact ajp^nst th^ prisoner: Who told him this! it could not 
hwm be^ after the revolt, for you, have th^ conversat|on.betwee|i^ 
biip ai)4 jthe ncigroejj^ in Hamilton's evidence, and nothing, of thi^ 
kind is mentioned. VThis conversation consisted, on the part of 
the negroes, of a declaration that they would not hurt him.; that 
they wanted the manager, not him { and on his. part of ap e^dior- 
tatiou not to injure the whites, and to go awsQ^ peaoeably ; nor i& 
aay thiog of this kind hinted at in the ioterview of the ne^oeii on. 
the 17th. Much more might be said on this point pf the evidence 
adduced a» to this system ; but I feel how impossible it is in me to 
pretend to give due weight to all the various p^irts of this mass of 
evidence, and the further I ^et on, the ijiore reason do I find to 
congratulate myself that the Court b so fully master of the subject^ 
and that my want of knowledge and omissions are so little likely to 
lead them astray. 

Further, it has also been proved that the prisoner did reeeive the 
negroei at his chapel, though at the time he knew they came in 
direct contradiction to their masters' orders. This he admits in hia 
Joomal, under date 6th July 1817, and in n^aay other parts. Naj 
more, he taught the negroes to consider any atteaipt on the part of, 
their masters to restrain them from coming to his chapel, wbatevcir 
the masters' motive mi^ht be, as an act of gross injustice, and op-, 
pression. He aimed, in fact, at making them bjelieye they weise,a9 
oppressed and persecuted raceti . >* 

He told them, as Bristol admits, that though they did ccime td^ 
chapel in contradiction to their masters' oonunands^ it was apt rigb^. 
in their masters to punish them for that. 

To impress on their minds his sense of these peneci^oiis, be.reai^, 
to tbamj as he mentions iti bis Journal, a. part of Scriptmre mtu^i, 
he .conceived addressed to persecuted Cpristj^i^, as bei|]^ .he^ 
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sAtt^d ior *tb6h- c^m^oii. And' W liu* did tMii j(4rit ^o; l^h^ 
|)ermitted theni to pray in his presence; pubKcly in the thapet, '^ fl^^ 
Obd wdnld overrtile tbe oppo^tion which the ptanf^rtiiiake to 
religion for his own glory.^ The words of the prisoner iff his enti^' 
of this circumstance are worthy of remark. ^In srucfa an ntiaflfected^ 
strain h^ hreath^d out his pious complaint, and dfesc^nded to so 
many particatars relative to Uie various arts' whf^ are employed td 
keep Aem from the house of Ood, and to punish them for their 
firmness in religion, that I couTd not help' ^inking'tb^t the timc^ is 
not far distant when the Lord will nndie it manifest by sobe sigtidi 
judgment that he hath heard ih& cry of the oppressed, £kod.M; 

The arts which their masters use to keep them from religibn ^k 
curioiti phrase- in such a situation; After all this, it would be as 
rtdiculdtis to say that he did not teach thenrto consider thcyielres 
0|)t)r^ks^d and peritecirt;^, as it would he ^uselesB to brii^ ft^Hrard 
anyfitrfher proof of the fact. 

Tike prisoner makes no comm^iit in his defenceon any of tbese 
fkcts; he passes them over without the slightest notice; and Ms 
iilence is deciiuve on this point. There remains on this head otter 
ti&oumstanee stiH to be noticed. I have alreaify remarked the 
j^isoner's knowledge of the discontent of tiie negroefs as to their 
waning a d^. I have now to call &ke Courfs attention to tht^ 
evidence of Cfolonel Reid. 

^ lie witness observed to tiie prisoner, lie feared' fhat he, ttte 
prisoner, had been preachiagVf^ry improper doctrines to the'negroeis^ 
tk the principal members of his chapel had been leaders in this in^ 
surrectiou ; on which the prisoner replied,' by endeavouring to diow 
^at if the negroes had acted rebetliously they had misunderstood^ 
itis doctrine, and to prove tbis be said that on one occasion they ^ 
thought he had been abusing the manager, whilst in truth he was 
recommending to th^m obraieace. And he then adds, this liirM 
not the first insurrection fliat hid taken place in the Coteny; 'The 
witness said it was one of a peculiar nature; and the prisoner^ 
replied, 'that much Uood had been lihed^ at ^i^RfibfMt periods' in^^r 
^ous wars, or on a«^cOuut of rdigion. ' ' - • " 5 *. ^ .% 

Take tbe'whole of thte from his preaehing^down to the btoodriiej 
fbr religion, and what is the meaning of the reniaik t Doesfit^Of 
4slearly point out Ae connection in bis miifd ^beiNveen teH^a and' 
Ae revolt? He best knows how he bomei^ tohttve smch an tdea/th* 
to< attrUmte the revolt to their refigion. 

- Tke neoLt leiding feature in fte prisoner's system Ai thepart o£ 
Scripture he select^ for rea<Kng to the negroes a^nuomingsertiba^ 
]iini«t^,'the Old Testament. I« juistifiGlation lof this he says/ that 
diftictio discourses wei^e of little avhil ; that th6 instances of virtue" 
and vice in ike Old Testament would 'make a greater impression pir 
llie negroes' minds. . His instructions from the Missioiiary SoOtetjr 
Aoi "not affree with him iiere. And they cite not spe^idative reason^ 
Htf "praoicd proitf ^iite priQpiia^^ wluit^M^ staler bjhf^aievtiilg' 
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to^ the Boocess'of tke:MoramBs. Botat is ndt n.mere'eilrov iti j<rig^ 
naiit'that Ae prisoner here oommkted» but tsomeUtiiig of a^ ver; 
different nahnre, as I shall endeavour to prore by the oiridevco^ on 
the minutes of the Court. The first point whidh I shall notice is 
the piurtioular passages to which die negroes' minds seemed always 
ready to nnrert. The ddiverance of the diildren of Israel froai 
Pharaoh : the veason wliich was assigned £ot this deHv^mrattee^ he^ 
cause God did not wish them to be slaved. The overthrow of 
Plunraoh and his soldiers in the Red Sea. And Ae subsequei^ 
successful engagements of the Israelites in conquering the eneiiiy» 
which^ as Bristol mentions^ was the peo^e that did not believe in 
God. 

These things have been detailed in evidence with great accuittcy 
by the witnesses, and of their having been read to themHiereiitiie 
fuUert proof. That the f»risoner not only read these passages to Ihie 
negvoes, but read them in such a manner as to impress them on the 
negroes' minds, is established by their being so well remenibered by 
men ^Hbo cannot read ; hk intention in doing so must now ^be shown. 
To prove that bis intention was good, the prisoner, besides aUeginl; 
the above reasons for reading the Old Testament in general, saysjia 
defence of this particular part, that without thb tira history of tbe 
church, of G^d would have been knperfect; and that the dit^piM^-et 
the power and mercy of God in this eventful history was most liji^y 
to impress their minds with a religious fear ; and he fiirther infers 
to a passage in his journal, under date the 8th of August, 1817, 
viz. — '' Having passed over the latter part of chapter Jiiii. as €#ii* 
** taming a promise of the land of Canaan, I was apprehenfflvethe 
^' negroes might put such a construction upon itas Iwouldnotwisb; 
** for I tell them that some of Ae promises, &c. which were made to 
** Abraham and others, will apply to the Christian state. It is< easier 
^* to make a wrong impression on their minds than a right one."- 

This passage is, like most of the writing of the prisoner, cautioasly 
worded ; but the meaning of it is in phiik English this, — I have toM 
the negroes that the promises to Abraham and others will applfy' to 
diem; tl^ negroes, in this worid; for, gentlemen, if he aliaoihed<to 
the word Christian state any other meaning thtm what I have abiMre 
given, iHience could the fear in his tnmd arise ? What chance was 
there of the negroes taking exclusively to themi^lves in a tan a porfll 
aense (for that is the only thing he could feea) these pnmuses,^ minoii 
they were tM weve meant to their nsasters as well as to them^;! aiid 
applied to the world hereafter : but even supposiog&is interpue- 
tatfon wrongtlet us carefully examine the passage, and see If -any 
jotiiet which can be grven differs very widely from it* JLi'' 

It is evident that the fear is founded mi experidmi;^ liaduhb 
reason for not reading tide latter part of Genesis to' tfamii^nHiiiiis 
teoauseit contained a promise of deliverance fitm jdaverytySfakhe 
s^ems to have first intended to express it, or as he aflenwsirds 
juaeaded it, a pro|nis»of ihe land of Canaan. iHisiideo^irasiolead^ 
<lMtitlie>iie^fiWB iK^^ lt> as a^promite tf iar>eliiB## ittitfa^ 
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^mjp&tdi eonditioB, for it never eo«ld ester 4is n^nd ti^at ^d^^ 
were theologknii enough to reason improperly on it in: a spirittikl 
«ense, and adopt some- heretical ideas: and then what does^ this 
come to ?*— That though he had told them the {Nromises were-madid 
to all &e Christians, bond and free,, here and elsewhere; {hi4 that 
. these promises allnded not to their temporal condition, but to their 
eternal state, the negroes were still so stupid and so apt to catch at 
every thing which coqld in any the most inctirect way he applied to 
them, that they would take these promises as mecmt to thenmelves 
iddne, and as applicable to their state in this world. If this be ^he 
meanin|r, and I reatiy can find out no other, I do not see that it is 
one whit more in the prisoner's favour than the former. Take it 
which way you will, it is certain that the prisoner was perfectii|r 
aware that the negroes were liable and ready to misrepresent 'and 
pervert the Scriptures ; atid yet, with this con victk)n on his mind; 
iie thought proper to read to them the history of the deliverance^ 
&e IsnMriites. The prisoner says he never applied it to the negroes. 
It is probable tiiat he never didin express words; b«t after wh^ 
he. himself knew of their character, is he to impress such'passa|feii 
ai these on their minds, and be excused because he did not sum up 

S saying. This was meant for an ensample to you, ** 60 ye and do 
ewise." What necessity was there for any such exhortation ? 'thie 
business was done without it, and he knew and felt this, and why 
should he expose himself needlessly : the appHcatiou made by him 
itt direct words mi^t be repeated by a negro, and blazon the whole 
prematurely to the world. 

There is another point connected with this> which, though in it- 
toif' apparently trifling at first sight, yet tidcen with the Test, deems 
to me to prove still further the bad faith of the prisoner. ^ ' 

The witnesses who have detailed to you the different Bible Mj- 
tories have in general kept pretty fairly to the words of the original, 
e^ceptin the instance of this verytale of Moses. Here we find them 
talk of slaves and slavery, and JPharaoh's soldiers; but not on0 of 
ttiese words, slaves, slavery^ or soldiers, is to be found in this portitm 
of die Bible history ; and this proves that the prisoner es h(> went 
along explained the passages of the Bible,- and explained them^'in 
the woids which brought the tale most completely home' to the n^- 
-groes. He may say it was done to make them understand it. The 
word servant in the Bible is perfectly within the comprehension ^f 
-the negroes; but if the prisoner thought^ it necetearyto explmi'lt 
to the full, what becomes of hi^ caution ; what sort' t)P caution^ is 
' that which wQuId pass over the latter part of the chapter* of Gene^i, 
containiQg a promise to Abraham, and -yet read to tb6m>>f the' de- 
liverance of the Israelites from Egypt, explained 'down to. the ve^ 
sitoatxon of the negroes themselves, represented to them as a strug- 
gle between the slaves and the soldiers, in which' the former^ W^e 
Tietorious, and the letter destroyed ? ♦ ^ 

' The'samesort of thing.is obseryaUe-in the* itbtf of (|)avidi Wbd is 
«iid tof^iMre rultal^ay^t^irtfal^ bush, and #M]d'ttot^^ IfflOft^eWtf^s 
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kdiie Tot (far of double. Aaor» when h% repeated tU^.*fld4f4[^ 
^ w^ ttBdiBei£uiid.lliat;*'. an^d jnde^ well tb|9y migiiju 

The prisonor bat attempted ^ show that this readiiig ooirfdv«ot 
lMi?e inflnenoeddM negroes, a^ iti^ so long ^nce.be r^ it to them; 
biit ia this point he has decidedly failed ; for only one witnofw* Lon- 
doo» says k waa two years ago. but the rest all declare it was a fyw 
months before the revolt 

The prisoner ifests mjiph on London's testimony, bat London's 
memory is not very correct, for he says the prisoner never read the 
7th chapter of Joshoa, in which he is contradicted by the jToiimal, 
£th A^ngnst, 1822« The time which he chose for reading this part 
of the Bibto is also to be observed. It was not at noon service 
where iriiflea sometunes might be fonnd — po, it was at the morning 
service, when whites nev^ come* He rests much on the circtmpi* 
stance that the doors were open, and that whites might haife cpfne ; 
bat the ym licence under which he infeached at all, bound him not to 
dose the cnapel doors. Besides^ the shutting of them mi^ aw;a* 
ken saspieion, imd expeiiehcfe hiiEl fully assured him that there am 
BO Ukehhood of a white coming to that service. 

But not onJv tbdr masters were held up to the slaves as opposing 
leUgien ; die hig^bast authorities in the qolony were represented at 
<p«rmng the same ooai^e ; and it is impossiUe not tp observe with 
•now Dum contjBnipt the prisoner has |;enerally treated ,tbe comnwids 
^f Ooyemmeiit. The eflfects of such an example would not iaal, to 
be felt 

The conduct of the prisoner in the instance of t^ie small-posf; at 
Le Resonyanir is u glauring proof of this. 

The prisoner received^ as he; acknowledges^ a cpmmunication 
from Government tbroi^ captain. M'Turk, directing hii^, to s^t 
the chapel to all Strang ne|^roes ms long as the small-pox wfs pn 
Hke esute, and inforuMag bun that the captmn of ike district waa 
instructed to see the ordW complied with. Captain M'Tuik/tbe 
ee^pism of the district, was d^rired to deyis^ suclt means, and take 
adoh steps, as la discretion he would judge necessary, to see tbe 
order dt% complied .with: this was on the dOth November, 1819. 
' On the 11th December flowing, he writes to c^tain M'Tiirk 
tOf take off the res^ction,t which the other refused* Finding he 
could not obim his end in this way, be determined on setting at 
nought these orders, fuid actually opeued his chapel to the neij^- 
bouniood, in open defiance of tbe commands of Government* 
Captain M'Turk then found it necessary to addr^s a circular to the 
representatives ai the diffiBrent estates, calling on them to support 
the orders of Government, and assist him in carrying them into 
«ffect, by preventing the negroes from attending chapel. 

The prisoner tetbthe negroes he did not telieve the ord^ for 
Ihem to ati^ at home was from the Fiscal, and to make tbemiselvies 
easy about it. He meets captain M^Turk that evening, and 
declares to his face that he, the {nrisoner, had great influence over 
the a^crooi' minds* and that Jie wooU use it to bring them to 
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ehi^ the two foDowiog days^ and pr^ff^ to them in defiance of 
all the power and authority captain IfTurk possessed. Oh 
what priQcij^le pf respect for &e C(»nmands of Government is this 
to fee explained? 

The prisoner wishes to represent this dondnot of captain 
lUrlPurk in an iityididus lirht Bat Government fnlly approved of 
what he had done, and the restriction was oontinned till the 29th 
^annary. Hkd the prisoher really felt the anxiety he pretends 
to have felt to preach to the negroes, he miffht have gone to other 
estates, for the restriction was only on the chape!, but this was not 

\his object; and an opportunity of carping at Government, repre- 
senting it to th^ negroes as wishing to deprive them of the power of 
j^oing to chapel, was of too much consequence to be lost. 

' The same spirit of rank' disobedience to the orders of those in 
authority marKed his conduct on the Thursday after die revolt. 
He was ordered by captain IfTurk, the officer oommanding the 
district, to repair to the post: and to remove all pretext for his not 
coming) an itPer was made to take Mrs; Smith to any place of 
safetjf $he might point out, and at the same time a guard of twelve 
sbldieri^ attended* to protect him on the way to captain MTurk'sv 
but, iiotwi^standing this, he flatly and positively refused to obeyp 
He now pleads his ignorance; uie plea migbt have served him 
better had his manner to lieutenant Nurs^, the othcer who con- 

, veyed the order, been any' thing but ifrhat it was — supercilious and 
bJQensive. These facts require no observations ; but I cmiuot dis- 
miss this part of the subject without replying to the remarks made 
by the prisoner on Captain MTTurk's evidence. It is said to be 
inconsistent with itself; and in the enumeration of bis inconsist^ 
encies, the prisoner says the small-pox first broke out in October, 
and the order from Government is m November: that may be, but 
what has that to do with captain MTurk ? Of the same style are hU 
remarks respecting captain M'Turk not having sent round the order 
to the estates till the 23rd of December. Captain H'Turk had to 
carry into effect the instructions he had received to see the chi^l 
shut, and no more. He trusted that it would be sufficient to 
inform the prisoner of it; but when he found Ae prisoner openly set 
it at defiance, and received the' neg*oes, as he admits, from other 
estates at chapel, then captain MTurk WM forced to adopt other 
measures ; and since the prisoner vrould not go on quietly, he was 
compelled to call to his aid the wldtes on me neighbonnng pro- 
perties. But even here he was bound by his orders to a certain 
Soint; and the prisoner charges him with inconsistenoy because he 
id not do what ^e Government never^ected him to do. 
The prisoner next remarks on the opinion of doctor M'Turk, as 
to the danger of the small-box in this 'climate, .and perverts a plain 
answer of the witness to what he did not say to make hun appear 
^diculous. Doctor MTurk had staled, two t( the neffroes had 

"^ ^one through the small-pox in the negTo-bouses, and as Uk&i habi* 
tation could not be destroyed without destroying the rest of the 
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hfitkMi, and co&seqikendyr'aa thefc) *«^9$iBip possibility of preTWtiiig^ 
cowBttDication^ • tbere was 'every reason to, dread the contagion 
spreading. He is then asked» dtibough a person is pppareiytly 
cured of small-pox as ta an; outward appearaooe, may not tbe in- 
fectious or contagious powet:8 of the disease remain 1 h^ answers, 
most assureillj, even for months. What inconsistency is there 
here? if his opinion be incorrect, it might have been controverted 
by that of other medical men. It was, however^ confirmed by 
doctor Walker, the officer of healdi here, who, on a statement to 
him of the simple fact, that two of the negroes had bad the smaQ- 
pox in the negro-houses, deemed that ground sufficient to continue 
the restnction. 

The prisoner next says, doctor MTTurk pretended to be anxious 
to obtain the Fiscara order for the removal of this restriction. , If 
it was necessary for doctor MTurkt^ obtain permission of the l^iscal 
to remove the restriction, ^hat became of the condition contained 
in the order of the 20th of November, 1819, and thediscretionary 
powers vested in doctor M'Turk with respect to that order ? 

To this I answer, doctor MTnrk was directed to issp his. dis- 
cretion as to the means to be emplqyed. in canrrving the order into 
effect; he could have had no power to remove the restriction whilst 
the small-pox continued, for that would have been in direct con- 
tradiction to the very tenor of the order; and he accordingly states, 
he had no power which could justify him in rempviiig it so long as 
the smalKpox continued* He had. a discretionary power to con- 
tinue the restriction aflter the disease bad disappeared^ but certiiinly 
not to remove it whilst the disease was on the estate, ^t the time 
the prisoner alludes to, it is evident the disefiase had not Jbeen eradi- 
cated ; but iis doctor M'Turk wished not to act solely on his own 
responsibility, be addressed the oiBcer of health and the Fiscal on 
the subject, and the Fiscal directed him not to remove it then, but 
to examine the negroes twice at a distance of eight days, and then 
if there were no symptoms of the disease, to take oflF the restriction. 
Where is the contradiction here I I may here add, that the witness 
Hamilton, who was brought forward to contradict doctor M'Turk, 
has fully corroborated Jhis testimony. 

In another instance, a circular was issued by his Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor, respecting the negroes attending chapel: to 
this was annexed an extract from a letter of Lord Liverpool on the 
same subject. 

The prisoner receives this on the 23d May, and he thus charac- 
terizes the circular of his Excellency : ** The substance of this 
comment is to persuade tie planters not to allow the slaves to 
attend chapel on Sundays without a pass, and in an indirect manner 
not to allow tbem to come at all in the evening; and even on a 
Sunday, to send an overseer with die slaves, as judges of the 
doctrines we preacbi. The circular appears to me designed to 
throw an impediment in the way of the slaves receiving instruction^ 
under colour of a desire to meet the wishes, or rather comply, with 
the commands, of his Majesty's Government." 
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The pn$B n^hicW^^^^ tbjiA0s(9<m^t0*feip^€t^eBlt as a* ersRy- in- 
vention of the Gt>vemor, b^ w^ at thd time v^ll aware» h tfieiMn- 
OKHi law of tlie land. No negro e^nkl at any time leaye bi9 estate 
with^nt a pass fk^omtbe nmlmg^, ^h^rever he might be gpi&g to. 
The lair H Ibelieve, nearly; to-exierteM teitfi the colony^ atod ^vei^ 
tfoy *"« e3^y^n^e diows us that if is Btill in ftiH vigour. 

The {W V^ required not to permit them to go to chapel, but to 
protect them on the road, that thej^ might tiOt be taken up as jraa- 
aways. 'jSomedaya aft^ this was published, Isaac, of Triuidph^ w^nt 
to the prisoner, as he states in his Journal, to ask Mm if tho Go^dl - 
Bor's neirlaw forbid the -4iegrol$9 meeting on the estates to i^Ilich 
they belong, 'fi)r the purpose of learning the catechii^^ ' Their ma- 
nagers, hesidd, hadtfi^eat^eMt to pontriitbem if they held any 
mating. The prisoner gays, *^I itafbnnedhim tiiat the law gbve 
^he manager no Micb power ; and tiiat it had nothing to do wi&^that 
subject : stiH l advised them to give it up rather t^ give offetice, 
and b^ ptiniahed.'' 

Look, I beg of you, gentlem^a, at th^ |)lain words of Lord Li- 
* 'tetpOol's lotted ; and can dny things be more esfAieit? *• He says, ** It 
must, in tibe first place be understood, that no limitatiott'or itestraint 
can be enforced upon the i4ght of imitruetion, and= of preaching on 
)>^rticalar ejBtdtes, provided Sie meetings for ^fs purpose take ^ace 
Upon the, estate, and with die consent and approbatton of'the pro- 
prietor or overseer of such estate;" 

Tet the prisoner woidd bold out to the slaves that'thiswa^^ not 
the law^ that they had a right to meet when tkey chose, wSl&out 
askhig^ any one's leave: a right, by the by, lioither tihieir masters 
herei nor their masto^s in England poitoess. Was this not ih die 
same ^pirft as his other lessons on dtto persecuted state? 

Was it not telBn^ them that tfaenr masters break thr6ugh the 
laws; and op^ess tbem in violaddn of all justi<ie? He furth^ 
accuses his EbceellencyHie lieutenimt-Oovemor ill express terms 
of settings his fiTce against tbe moral md religious impi'ovement of 
tl^e sfaves, and of b^g demrou^ of perpetuating the jpre^^f cruel 
system; 

I cannot help remarking here the word on which the emphasis ia 
directed to b^ laid in the pAssi^ just read, ** tbe pr^ent cruel 
system;" a casual reader might, perhaps, think the word efuti the 
strongest in the sentence; but this is not wiiat is meant The 
emphatic word ir present; the present system, in contradistinction 
to that which is to be. Ilie same idea seems to faaVe dictated the 
passage of Ju^ 7, 1823, wliere he ciays that Mr. Elliot told him he 
had met opposition as to having night meetings of the negroeti on 
the west coast ; and he then makes thn reflection, '^ It will be so 
as long as the present system prevails, or rather ejcistiii." What 
t|ie wcra. system means may be gathered from tbe next passage of 
the 15th July, one montfrbefiyre the revolt. There, spet^ini^ of 
Mr. HanHhon's' remark on wdaf he terms Mr. Canning's project^ 
and his opinion thatit woiitd not be carried' into efibct; he says,^* In 
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ibis I agree widi him, tlie rigoon of negro slavery can iierer be 
mitigated^ the system must be abolisfaed.'' 

*Sedtimeiits of much the same kind the prisoner has avowed 

e{>eif1y. In the conversatiDn with Mr. Watt and Bond, be spoke 

'ofthe slaves as being crneHy treated ; that they would do as weU 

without whites ; that they would not better their condition ^1 

'w>mething too k p lace such as had been done in St. Domingo. 

~9okid replied, ' Wotlldjrou wish to see such scenes here as had 

%ken place tfiere? lie said that would' be prevented hj tWo or 

^"dnree missionaries^ 

'■^ There is a strange coincidence between the hit remark re9(>^i^- 

ing ^e missionaries, and the boast of the prisotler iii his defetfee, 

'that itf Ae course of this revolt^ tiie baptised negroes had shed lio 

Mood; I am aware the fact is really otherwise, bnt I now atttide 

^tohis statemeqt ofit. /' 

/ The treatment of the slaves, as represented by the prisoner, I 

cannot now notice ; but I must observe a passage in his Joumti 

rdatiYe to this, and which shews that the (tt-isoner was weH av^we 

of tb« tendency of his own instructions. He says that it ist a iont- 

mon; though not false noti6h, that the negroes muiit be kept' in a 

istate of brutal ignorance. Were the slaves generally enlightened, 

'they must and would be better treated. This remark is made by 

him o^ his not being permitted to erect another chapel, and fhas 

enlarge his sphere, and spread his doctrines over a irider surface. 

^ But he speaks out still more plainly in another passage on the 

'isame subject, where; after a sufficient quantum of abuse on the 

'^f&vemoT about tliift second chapel, he thinks of applying to his 

brotlier missionaries to niA bim ; but he subjoins, •* Fortunately fOr 

the colony I though unfortmiately for the cause of religion and jdM 

rights, the Governor and Court have bought them, the one fbr 100 

joes, and tlie other for /. 12U0 per annum.'* What comment codd 

heighten the force of this passage? Wlmt couM more plaiifly 

point out his own conviction that the interests of the colony were 

iuconipatible with the prouiulgution of his doctrines? with the 

religTon he taught, and the rights which he declared to be jui^y 

due to the negroes. * 

And, Gentlemen, the full, the fatal confirmation of this we have 

seen— we have beheld effects which Ttan attribute ^t6 no 'other 

source. Of all the negro population of this extensive colony, there 

are, perhaps, none who have fewer d^Bculties to contend'with thasi 

the negroes of the east coast* There are but few sugaf estates 

tliere^ comparatively speaking, the greater part being in cotton. 

'With alt these advantages in their favour, wie find that on the 18th 

SA^igust I^st thisy rose in arms against their masters; and broke oftt 

in open rebellion. ' ' ' ^ ♦ - ^ > - -^ 

^^ triis rebellion commenced at trfantation Le Reilonvenir; the fesi- 

^^dence^f the prisoner, and plankition Success, the n^Tt estate to 

windward: it spread up the coast for several miles, and down* ofearfy 

to town : Wtit was confined entirely to the east coast, and to tht^t 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



153 

. ■^- . ■ ■» , ... 

part ottii^ ^comt :■. it stopped oo tfab $ide of Mahdea. To assigft^ 
ashas^beeB attempted, the late inttractions from home as the' sole 
cau^ of this revolt, will never bring us to the point. 

Xhis is asaignioga general ca»ise for the production of a particiiU^ 
effect, on a particular body of men* A general oause will produoe 
a general effect^ the same in all, unless tkete be some circumstam^ 
in the particular body of men different from those of the restof tlie 
^ommni^tyi.apdtbereforer if this were the proximate .cause wfiicii 
iopj^rated on <;be nrinds of these men, tfa^e must h^ve been ^Qior 
thiog^ ia the state of their jninds yery different from that of their 
lellow coionists. 

Their, minds mast have been predisposed ; they must have been 
iripe for rebeUioa be&ce; and therefore the assi going this general 
cause only carries us a step back, but does not assist us in explain- 
ii^the problem. If we inquire who were the rebels^ we find that 
tbi^ principal ieadesa were, as nearly as I can gather from the 
.evidence, Quamina and Jack, of Succeesi Joseph and Telemachusp 
of Bachelor's Adventure^ Jack, of Vigilance, Sandy i of Nonpareil, 
iPsaAp of Friendship* and Paris, of Good Hope ; all (save this last 
Paris) deacons, mei^bers, teachers, and attendants of Bethel Chapel. 
If wecan^ this investigatioD further, we find that the coDgregation 
of Bethel Ch{q;>el» on the day preybus to the rovoltp went together 
in the nodddle wdik of .Succes£» and there laid their last and final 
plans for this Tcdbellion, and that they were all more or less impli- 
eatsdin it: we find that plantation Success was the head quarters 
of this, rebellion, the estate of which almost all the negroes attended 
Bethel ^hapel: we find by the letter of Jack Gladstone that all the 
brothers of Bethel. Chapel were engaged in it : in fine, go which 
, way .we. will, we are brought up at last with Bethel ChapeL This 
is almost the only bond of connexion to be traced amongst the 
leaders x)f this rebellion*— their being attendants of Bethel Chapel. 
It. is a.4tagg^ing fact, but it is a fact proved beyond the possibility 
of a doubt: and their leaders, who are they .^ the principal trader 
Qicin on their estates, men in the confidence and favour of their 
masters, who knew the hardships of slavery only by name. Be the 
pr<H(imate cause what it may, there must have been some predis- 
posing cause operating on the members of Bethel Chapel, something 
opeicatiug^oa tbem which ^id not operate on the negroes of the other 
coast 

The prisoner does o#t deny the fact of the attendants of Bethel 
Chan^l .being deeply rinvoived in it. On the contrarv, he admits it 
in his defence, and mwhat he stated to Lieutenant Nurse. 

But his aMwer tQ tisis embraces, in fact, the chief scope of his 
defence* which is to-^ow that his doctrines tended to make (he 
negroes more obedient v that the negroes had long been discon- 
tented 4 and that ibis discontent arose from the treatmjeiit of th^ 
masters. 

On the first of these pbiots be adduces one pkmter, Mr. Van 
Cooten, who says, he thinks Us negroes have been more obedient 
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s^iioerxth!^ ttttoQiiMiiAfi^ sad, feitlhnimv4Ui ^fk^ 

niod'Of iir* Yao Cooteim the mdf^evi^iee ke i«i9^fibd«tiMl kr.jiis 
favoirfroin Htnc^gst aU die idfl«d»rs^^ii Ifaei eoltetii ^Mc Siiewttit 
seetf-litf^dilGer^od Mweea the atl^MlMts qd B^lkel CUiap^ imd 
tbe IMtof^^e gtt9g; 90iae were tosoledt, but the mafovity wte 
^t^difioi. Tk» evidc^ee of Mr^ Stewart jMs iMdl fiiHfawv^ow^ 
ev^i^v on die other side. What descriptions of somer<€ ttlwis# al^i 
I^dAmiIi t^ ch€^ ! Jack and Gt^y^ B^q» &e; ;f then tfaeiM^dia^ 
of &u$c686 negroes^ who hare bemi- tried f(^ hiei% e»gaffediti«thb 
rebelifQD, vbo tboogk th^ wcare not a part of his haptifled tMegr^ 
gation, yet attended his cbapeL 

. liaiy Gbisholaiy whpsonetimea atteoded merauig admcey and 
cK>iiii0tiBie$ wheo^ she was ther^, Hsten^ to the ptragn^ tf - did dmh 
coQs; had no fear that what th* pmon^ taught wi«td make liar 
negroes'>diss£rti8fied wilh her as their mistressr; and ^e states^ that 
the prisoner made.some moral aad reti^imiS'Oommeacksdi psssagest 
ip the histety of D^vid and Ahato; . « 

From the n^maer ia wluch thiil witness gane htlt testtaioiiy^ juid* 
^eintmmsikm^s as to what Ae saw at chapd oa die ITih^ itsM^ 
perhafisi not be neces^&rj to notke her stsufceneut, but xt adema tm 
make littla^ietMoe amy .W17. 

• l^same^kiod of testimoi^ as iwdie {iriscmes^s dtoatrines is gtye» 
Vy BiU» and Mars, and Jasi^; birt the oniy Mie» wi»> speaks ^lotik 
tiveb^-aato any gond adike befaig gi^ea tahimln a pc^r^oabaroMe^ 
IS P^ip; Mid if we are to •lohidedbeirideiice.oldar dnib dniaoi 
vem»i ihi$ witness is madmisrible, as the fast to whiek he>apeaha 
happened five years ago. But -I do not wtdhtodvprime the pimast 
of one fttrdole «f e? imiioa whioh be«an iidduee iniiM^fiiTonn Tfaetd 
id sMie^ing ^ot y^cy clear in diis^ witness's tstateawnt^ aboatihk 
master baying bnn;8ttbel lUttyYeadQe^^aidtiUsai^^ 
turibi^mi'tobe^MassMary JjemoB*. Hese^ahe bad too 'maash work 
to d^ sand yetifaath^ had time to work iw himsrif; cmd tfaitibe 
actigdfy, ftom^ thepiofiia of biskbeai duiag^ this tiaM; pindiased 
hisi^freoAaofc. '•'' --s< - .■■•...; -t- -.... ;, --.--.m. 

. Thflne, ef^die? wMe ef his ooagiegadott, are thm witnesses wbott 
theMprisonesh^^odvoed to speaks as to the parity of biadoctiima^ 
aad'cnsoBf stdiebe uiooly immwmn^mlm Bofs, 4b^in/a special ease 
tbejiriscMier vpave him good advice. The prisoner oampkkis ef the 
soaeiibess or the efridence fiir the prosecution, but' what is ie^ be 
said^ tho eiridm^i^e ie his /ftrntmr 1 : . 

Ivai^ safii^fadimt the whcde: of the abow. teaiimaky'; ead 
wh^iy i iVMM^nrii^^wbi^ i»mkkit w^^ ?k 

il^iaiwtbissimi^tiilieafieachieg.doaii^^ aMbenoe in tike 
ahstiai^MlMi^ San psa t e ct the^riMndK^freei «dw peaSalaUnit doe to 
his^teeakaiiilg^et etteVftinias the d^dweof disofaedienosy Ivioiie 
itard,' tbe pmmieif Is n^x£diedoB/to(ahaw.thiith0 Wf^oBom^dopea 
innocent, but he must prove diat he tvaseever guilty. .^ > :.i 

. 3tiespi$sOQeriseenis to refyiOuicki^'^Mr^fJkaitin^ teBttmeoyiis t6 
lAntAesegtoes sidddmiegtbe mblt; bfat arhtt^^bas the emi# 
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witB6ift stale lio>fae<jtlMJir fMiap^ «t. n ^almerinoiimit ^Otar Aa^vor 
▼olt, wben tbmj Jiad luid leunre to feflect^ why, that tbej imimted 
thdir mislartiioes to tbe (}9otiiiie& they bad liesnrd at Bethel cbapdL 

Tb& next point relates to Iba negroes being in a state of gi:eat 
dissi^factioft. The prisoner has declared^ over and over againt 
he was aware of tfais.^ Does this diminish his guilt? oo tde cois- - 
• tr^ry^ il ineraases it an bondred fold. The more dissatiiEtfied the 
negmffi . were,, tbe more caution he wasbonnd to nse» He mast 
have kiiown that their minds ii^ that state of irritation would be the 
more faftbf affisrted ; that a word» which at other times would pass 
bj unheeded, might in sucb a situation produce the most fataL coBr 
sequences. On this fMriocipley even could the prisoner estabitsb 
the third point, whicb he insinuates rath^ thaa attempts to proves; 
namely, that the disoontent arose from their treatment, it would 
Aotbraefit ham^ Ibv he is not charged with being the sole haad and 
origin^ of the xevclt. That 6hari^» whatevdr might be my owui co»r 
vietion on the subject, it would be impossSile to prove under anjf 
ciraamstancas; idl that he is charged with is exciting discoirtent in 
the minds of ike negroes* as far^as in him Iay« He is not cleared 
beoause:otheis did wrongs and he must show that whatever others 
may have dene, he i^ l^t had no part or share in the transactiDUf 
The priapner is In escculpato biomeU; aod surely cannot dor this by 
pleading <thal |liei)e were others gui% besides him;. 

I nm far,MMBry far, from throwing out any insinnatioa against the , 
plantora^ Janit I feel dmt I have; in this triali nothing to do wiA 
their cause ; the point at issue is the innocence or guilt of the-pri- 
sonei^ and with that alone have I to deal. ,;_ 

Thas far, however, I roay go, and observe that there is great io^ ^^ 
consistency ia the defence of the prisoner. la one part he dcr 
scribes tlie negroes as the most oppressed and persecuted of buxnau 
beings, who have not, in the cotton crop, fifteao minutes duriDg 
the whole day to eat their food — noae to cook it; aud are io iact 
obliged to eat raw yellow plantains, and all this time they are cod? 
stantly flagged. At the same ttme^ gentlemen, it has been proved 
that these negroes^ aye, even the field negroes, can afford to uuike 
presents to him ; rais^ money to pay the expenses, oayp more, the 
rf pairs of the chapel ; to buy book^ at an advance of G6 per centt 
on the original cost in England ; and to contribute to the Mission^ 
aryf Society to farther the propagation of the Gospel in other coii|^^< 
tries. How these miserable beings contrive this, passes my pon&r^* 
fureliension. In maeh the same style the prisoner accuses the plaiir 
^ters of oppoGrng religion, and preventing liie negroes attending ^ 
«ha|Ml; yet the prisoner bands over to you a host of passes frota 
those planters to their negroes to have them bapti^d ; and he telb 

nand proves iti that though his chapel bad been enlarged, yet 
fald not eootain all his eongregatton, and that numbers 'W&m* 
obliged to remain outside every Sunday, * 'ui. 

I appose it is to this part of the subject that Colonel Leahy's 
teatnnony,^ eicant is «^y ; ^Imt as CoUoel Leahy only speaks of 
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^hai th6 neffroes. told bim, it leaves the matter ^4i0re it wnt. Hie ^ 
same remarK may periiaps apply to what Mr. Aiistsn reiatei ; ba€ 
were it otherwise, that witness proves at the best only tbisi ihat the 
planters did not wish their negroes to attend Bethel Chapel, but tfiat 
they did.not prevent them attending the clergyman of the estabbshed 
(cborch. . 

They bad, in the character of these clergymen, and in these ait^- * 
ations, a gaarantee against any improper doctrines- beingtanght. 
The prisoner, however, has himself proved, that not only were eoai-4 
plaints made against him individnally, bat that the complainls were * 
of. such a nature and of such weight as to induce the goveiner to 
withhold the permbsion which he nought to erect another ehi^I. 
Tlie prisoner's attempt to prove, by John Davies,«that Mr. Cert 
said he would not grant the prisoner leave to preach on his estate, • 
is, perhaps, wholly no worthy of reply. The prisoner somaoiied 
Mr. Cort as a witness, but hie would not examinehim: the taaeem 
is obvious; either the thing was not so, or if it was, Mr. Cort ooitd 
have given good reasoog for hfs refusal. The aame thing precisely 
took place with regard to Mr. Hopldnson, and serves to riiew'io 
what a strange mode of proceeding tne prisoner was obliged to have 
recourse. At all event, Mr, Austin has himself proved, -tbai'what-* 
ever might have been the complaints, this particalar one about at* . 
tending Bethel Chapel was removed previous to the revolt* 

Not to detain the Court longer on dbis branch of the sobjeot as to 
the doctritiea of Bethel Chapel, I shall make but ene reonrk more* 

The prisotier asserts, that i;ie made it a rule to admit n^ negrtoSt 
to his cbapel or baptiscn unless recommended by their i^aste^s, aa \ 
good and obedient servants. If these negroes were obedient- vAen r 
they Srst went to listen to his doctrines, and these same men after* 
wards rose in rebellion against their masters, what must we thhik 
of the doctrines which have been preached to them ? ) 

On the subject ot the instructions from home regardiagtteslavesi 
and to which» as the proximate cause, this revolt has been ascribed^ 
how did these first become known ip Ihe negroes ? • It is proved in 
evidence, and admitted by the prisoner, that Mr. Stewart* heard 
from the prisoner, early in the month of August, of Quaminli being 
accjnajnted with these instructions. The prisoner states, that Qua- 
mina ha4 con^e to him to ask him about them, and hetoldlifm whalr 
they were. The prisoner is pressed to point out who first mctoliQiH ^^ 
ed it to Quamina, aiid he evades this by saying he did- nut wi^i lo.^ 
criminate any one« This is too flimsy a pretext to deceive the ji^osl : 
unthinking; and if the prisoner assign die hnowledife thenegfoaii.. 
had of these instructions as the cause of the reyalt, it was at itiaat ^ 
ina^inibent on him to show that he was not the persoB who firferf^ 
gave them that knawledge or infbrmatiqn. Ai present die crediir 
of dbing $Q rests with bim ; all e^rts to trace |t fiurdicv back «re^ 
unavailing. , < . ^., , 

I have now, gentlemen, gone throij^gh the principal points, I b^ 
lieve^ of the evidence more peculiarly beUmg^g to dl« Arat'cliaisar^^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



157 

hwiy miW0p0oMs^,^ f&r the 'whofo of flie^ tfndeniee on aH the 
ckfli^ea ieems to Me to pf ove more or less the ifttention iascribed 
to the prisoner in the first chfti^. 

The oondaet of the prisoner through the whole appears, from be- 
giimkig to end, one consistent system, one ntiiform plan; and, 
therefore, in judging of intention, it may be taken altogether; bat 
the parts iliii^ 1 have thus far detailed seem to form the ffround- 
wdrk of the first charge, and I beg leave, ere I proceed to the nexi 
charge, to bring before yon, in one view, the various points which 
I conceive abeady proted. 

Thes^ are, that the prisoner possessed g^eat influence over his 
congregation ; that he was ever readjr to receive and listen to the 
complaints of the negroes ; and frequently in these cases advised 
them to disobey and disregard their masters. 

That he taught them to consider their masters hostile to relij^ion, 
and exposed, by their conduct, to the indignation of the Almighty, 

Which interference with the master, and which representation 
of him, inevitably tended to destroy all their confidence in him, and 
to degrade him in their eyes. That further, the negroes were 
taaght by the prisoner to look on themselves as persecuted for re- 
ligion: that there existed great irritation and dissatisfaction 
amongst them ; and that they murmured at not having a day to 
themselves^ That though the prisoner well knew their minds were 
thus irritated^ and though he was well aware that they would per- 
vert and take as applicahle to themselves any passage which could 
at all be brought to bear on their situation as slaves, he yet read to 
them the history of the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, 
and of the wars of the Jews, &c, and explained it to them in th^ 
words most exactly fitting their own condition. That he led theni 
by example and precept to treat lightly the orders of government. 

Further, that rebellion did break out amongst the negroes on the * 
18th August last; that the attendants of Bethel chapel were deeply 
implicated in this rebellion ; and that in fact, some of the principal 
men in that chapel were the leaders or head men in it. Should ' 
these focts be proved^ the first charge is clearly made out. 

I shiEiU n6w proceed to the next diarges. =' . > 

In hiif defence, the prisoner mi^es np the second chatgd with tiie 
third and'foufth; but these charges ar^ perfectly independent oif 
eaeh other. ' To shorten the matter as macii as possible,' ho^ever^ } 
sIekH 'go sfnd^t tfarongfa with the facts of the case, iti the ord^r of 
titee, up Id tbe eonclasioii and dMe, the arrest of the prisoner'; and 
afierwmls apply them to the charges to which* they heloii|. B^ ' 
what has been already stated, and by the Jonrhal of the S^d ^if *. 
last/ it appears, that the prisoner Iras weH aware of the discobtetit' 
amongst the negroes, and abb of their being informed of the ^rriv^^ 
of ike late instructions. If, indeed, he did not hithself make the^st^ 
communication on this head to Quamina. ^ ''^ '/ 

ICikrill be proper to bear these circumstances In 'mind, in ex* 
amHiiiig^ecfvif^nce on these charges. / a_. 
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lfltii«ial tMe^i lliil MSnild^rtheS^ 
for llie lOtk of Au;«8^ ^mwiw and he went to tW pfisMtr in 
bis room up stairs, where the coitv«r8at«»whidi IpoH^Ofdetiliis, 
look.place. There itvn flbcidentel ewftrnalion joClbe teatifnetiy 
of tbk witttessv^fciclrdeserTCs to he merked ; the eooimmeenMl 
of the ooQversatioB refete to Mr. Cbrt Mid Mr. Sleweri*e 
interview with the prtsMier, aiwl » o»»l fulljr eotvobemied ^j» 
Mr, Stewart*^ own stetement of that oonversatipiii ^ Where 4ia 
Manuel learn w^aipaafted atthia^onverttitioD) if nol^ aaJie 8tiae% 
/rom the prisoner himself? Mannel^ after menfiowag tkia and 
aorae other poiala of niiniMr importance about the paper» a^ be 
terme il, goes on to say, that QnamiAa begged the prisoner tm 
take Jack and- Joseph, and talk tothei% aether wanted to make 
trouble about this papw; they wanted to make a pudi for U^ 
that the prisoner i^r«ed to do so; and he dadaroB, diat aAer 
chtttH^i he saw the prisoner take these two^nen aside aiid eoatavfa 
with them, namely » Jack, of Soceeas^ and Joseph, of BiMihelev's 
Advenlnre^ two noted rii^ieaders in the reiH>U. 

.This conversaiion tbepnsoner deaies, b«t, tibe onfy disproyal al-* 
tempted m^ that hew as engaged that day from seven to past, fbsur 
o'clieek, and Uievefore it could not have taken place. Even, in ^ 
trykig to prove this defence, weak as tt is, he has &iled' 
completely ; and had he proved it, there was still time oAoogin m 
the dny £»r such a eonvwsatioo to have taken plaoe. There was 
no attempt to show that Manuel had not been t)m«; as to 
Manuel not finding water' in the kitchen^ it i^ unworthy of aa 
answer. 

Wo now come to Sunday the 17th» On this day there wtt&a 
inuch larger congregation than osual, at leasts if^we are to believe 
the witnesses fi>r the prosecution, together with Jason end Mam 
Chisholm, of tbo defence, in prefiMrence to Charlottoy Mars, and 
London. 

The text which the prisonei* preached ii?om on that da^ be^ 
ginning attbe 41st verse of the 10th chapter of St. Lake, headmiils 
was a text so liable to be isterpr^ed against him, that be 9ffpafi9r 
from^is very circuiHstanee bis ignorance of the intended revolt. 
Certainly, if it was by pure accident that be was led to choose a 
4ext so appropriate to the occasion, it was, tosay the least of it» 
a most extraordinaiy circumstance ; but when all tihet the prisoner 
admits he knew of the state tii the nsf roes' mincfe^ and also tfao 
positive infiirmation he had already received of this intended 
rebellion^ are eonsidered, I may be permitted to doubt' this 
explanation of the fact. ^ 

Witfarregard to what took place after chiircb on this day^ there 
is a great deal urged by the prisoner respecting ibe contradictions 
of the witnesses on both sides, as to the time when the negfoeB 
went to the prisoner's bouse ; some saying they went straight 
Irom chapel, others they went first lo the middle walk of Sticeesa. 

The witnesses for the prosecution may be easily reconciled with 
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the uiiAitte <#liHr *bf 6«coewr tki^ tatk^i ^ (bis matter 
as tlM^ iMfit «)<Wgr^ ennl' ti iar tvt^ pfobaMe tbtt Mantid b^d 
notftgol^Mit^of tlHBiiiitdUHe walk of Le Resout^nfir ^beh' bt^ 
adf>itoit«B#fetol4o 90 and ^apeidc to MrvSmttb. Tbi» aioipl^ 
expNMiiAni#D«ld>reAi0T»'lhe anty diflEbrciMe bet^eiM biftttud 

IlF'^fndaed' pveciaely wlml Bristol sars, and aecordd etdetly 
witb^SaaMi, i^bo^dbdares Adit Bristol did not go to tbe middle 
waft^aof 60M0B8 ; and ftH^tber^ tbat after he bad beard a fkw 
wofdsiifwliat ike imsoaer said about <be paper from botne, bif 
war told »hy Qaamfna to go to: the aiiddle walk of Sueeess lAid 
stojp iSm people there -; tbat be i^eat awlEij, tnid oir^rtook Manuel 
Oft the) road to tbe ftaicldle walk of Saocess j This statement also is 
tbe'^one adopted 4^4be prtsonertn bis?defeM0e^*-4bat be tbvtni 
BrMri talkibglo Mri Siahb aboat Iris little girl, and tibe rest of 
tbe negroes called in to bid bicD good. bye before they went atray, 
His> witnesa Gbarloile aupports tbta^ bat Peter^ Sbote, and Mary 
Cbiibelni,deny it; bei bowfkr Marf Cbisfaolra> toirid se^ may 
perbapB be doabted ; and Shute is^ eTidently wrtmg hi bi^ 
stataaimt 1^ jfbr be says be Was at tbe middle path, and y^ 
Qaamiiia) wbowas at tbe middle path also, sent Bristol to tavne 
and call bita and Peter, in order Ibat tbey mirbt go to the 
prisoner's legetber;' this ia in direct eontradictton to Ihd 
prisoner's ofwo statemantw The testimony o( Bfittol se^ms 
therefore to be tbe most accurate, and indeed agrees best, as I 
dbasrved, with ^e prisoner's own ^aotoabt ^ Ibis trarhsaetion f ^ . 
DorHs itHtonlradieted'by anjr' but Sbnte and MmHld, the formal* 
of w4am' is liable to # great objeetion, and tbe flitter easily 
exfAatnedi Tbe distance of the ehaoel from tbe meeting, I may 
remark, was jiot five minutes walk. Tbe sabstance of this* 
communicjpiliM)^ aa detailed b»f Brtstbl, isthat they plaitiiy toldf 
tbe^pHskaaer they jntMded to take -Ib^ freedom > by fyft^x that 
the- j^sonet asked them bow tbey intended to db itt and 
obsetved that tbe soldiers were too strong tor them ; and w'bat 
woald Ibey do with tbe whit0S ; they finswered they woold drife 
tbem to towtf : be told them they wotiM not go, aiid the spldiefrtf 
wouM drive tbem batk^ iHid Ibevefore tbejr must not do so 7 tbey, 
eepaciall^ tbe Christians, mast baim notbtng. to with it. 

Pe^ c^tea it Ibus; Quamina ttild tbe pk*ison^ they wobW 
^ye*all t}ie managers of theestates to totvn, to thedourts, to 
nee what was the best thing tbey could obtain for the slaves^ tb^ 
priaomsr siufl tbat n^s fomisb. How wiU yon ' be able to drive 
i3»e w^^ to towti; and added, there #as a good Uiw ttbw 
making i^ tbbm^ and diey wt)nld lose it tf tbey behaved so ; atbtt 
aatdf ; QuaniifAl^ don't bring ycfarself iatd any disgrace. Td 
which Quamina ubwered, yes, sir>. 
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. StiQte4oeefOOigoaoJDiifbiBl0dkit»il«irM a«Pfeter, IJMMifb^ 
ibe sanie effDd, but «ay8 QoMDiim's Mmmer wa%> I vtiJi sea. • 

The 0Uite«ieiil of Bristol is more estended tim those, of &liiM9 
und Peter, the prisoner's vitoesses f hut these tvitMnes^all aMne 
as to-tlia aiain pamt, naaiel^y their sfeclariiif to Ihe^lirisottertbeir 
intentioa of driTlDg. the whitei> to town; aad if this haAheisfmtj 
Ihiogadnutted) as pff^^ved, it is quite ieseagb ftn" thedMargeetxidddi 
b«Te been preferred agaipst the prisoner. Jf all vtfaat Bv^tui 
wltBi^i about the soldiers be simdk out, what ffemahttiarwHqitf 

E»<»fof the prisoner '8 gtiJhi i\t the same.tianB'tbebffiaideBeieiir 
i^tol seeois tto me the msmH to be' relied oil, ihHfr nsanjr other 
oarfs of the erideDce, sN»d horn his inteiliffeooe, which -''mmk 
ckHibtless the cause of hist being, raised ;te toe p«iat <>f deaoom 
Tte poin.t& at Tariaaee between thei wttaesses^ on which' ahoost 
the whole of the prisoter's sumratng ap turns, are otiiitkioMse^ 
fueiice* The te8limoi^/€>f the negroes nM^;not agree w ttiei»aiv^ 
aificant par^S5 ^^ *^ '^ on. all < essential. pototi the same in mh^ 
ftanee. The diaagreement^ indeed, only remores' all -^aBiuefiii 
ofcollusioO'amoBgthewknesseSk ' • ^ > i 

-The.prtaoner altacks, liowieverv ihe competency of^negtoei to 
give teatiauMiv ai all^ and seems to'argue that negroes are-notttd* 
mittedas evidence in our ordinary Court^bece. But^ Grentieottui, 
this is Gc^rary to the fect^ ini bad be theughtiprotier to inaiae aq 
objection to theai at the commeicement of thts tnial^ I <kHild ih9?n 
brought you the decieiona ef the Court of Justice of Ihe coUbf 
to show thatwbite and free oriminaU hare been* tried. and^toiN 
viieled on nefm} evidence; but the oi^ectien. comes toolatej^^aoi 
it 4Bames w*tb -Ut especial bad grace Irom the prisoner^ who rpsis ' 
bis own innocence principally on the testiasony of these people. 

His arguments against their credibility^ fcundedion their want 
of memory, are at once rebutted by; Ibeitales which tb^ b^ve 
told yon fromtbe Bible. Tfaisicorrectnessas tp tbeiaubstaoee el 
the tale, in men who cannot read, totally diMprores the prisoner's 
aesertjoo. Mr. Van <€!oeten4^ though the priaener rests mcidi^oa , 
bis testimony, .gives merely hicj.optnion on this point; and e«w 
he says, negroes may remember a short discourse ; but yon, f^n^ 
tl^flieoy have yourselves eeeothat they, can remember a |;oed deal 
piore. And if the prisoper'fr statement be correct, tbathenawaa 
read the.chaptera to them twice, and that it is two years since h$ 
explained tba^ histcH^ of Moses, their memories certasnl^ cs^mea 
faecaUed in question. I might fiirther remark, that the priaesier < 
formerly beld> these men, whose memory and whosarWpicityM 
now so viofeotly impaach^^ in a.very diffei^nt light iHe ultr<|rted 
Bristol with the e«aininiation of the candidates for bi^tism, ^wti^ 
preparing them 'for: admission U^ tJiiQl.*ord's table^ anstnieti^B 
them in allthe duties; and be.now wishes to say, tbalsBristt44it 
lAot to be beliered on^oath. He telU.yon in one part c4N^de<i 
fence, that the negroes have qo such love for truth and ju8tiiei([ as ^ 
would induce them to tell the truth on oath ; and a few pBge^ 
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iifter he most iiit(m%lsient\y hiifds them for thei loi^ of rdigtoA^*'!) 
love so strongij iroplanted in tteni, diat the power of man will 
.n<4 be able to radicate it. And he avers, tiiat in the midst of 
019 ^fiMfidlt, tord'wWlal-iHieynirer^ in ami% 'this* nemt of ri^i^n 
* govertwdtkevcaadvct!, and reatraiiiad them fromisteiMing^ 
ii Mf>ehr theaepineottaiiteiiciea jfre mach'^^ than tme< with 
\^ !#>bia£i iho'MgwesI etidenev it chac^dv 

ri •: Biil'ibaprisoiierhiasrif adrottB'iii hist deftnee^ that ttey*did 
Ki ^•()^«aaMtking*aboat4)faetr seDdtng tbeir maiiagerB to town. Let 
t k^becomidereiiitbali tbistootoveasatton^ aceerding loathe eyidencfe 
Ss ij»fiWiDWf» witnesses, Slmte aad Pet^-, if tbejrare to be taken in 
le ftoriBferttaoe to Brielol, was aAer tbc^r had bee&at the Middle Walk 
tt AfSaecess/sellliiii^llMarphtfte; and then is it Kkoty thej should 
i fiaethejdiraaeof sendii^ their maaagers to town,: especiatiy ai 
ii Ji&liimaclftsava tlmy areimore aecustoaated to the word drhe y '* but 
^ Dven if they «ad u^ed^onlj theHrordt which the prisoner sets, 
ii jvanai thejf inot.aufflffsettthrnndicadve' of their evii intent. But 
g iMiberaiare, i^ealleaten^'thatthecommttaiicalion of Ihe n^^roei 
H Afaarflft plain «md'Openswtadliat}«edjit*8how bin time waa^^me 
I mwB ao faot^: we mine hi& own admission inhn letter to Ja^f«Kf 
is tii»dd|aipoiBtMrtfh«cii>fae has earefullr avoided touehingf on in hu 
defence as. tending to show his knowlec%e od the 17th. 

-M This^Jetter^ werefarther proof neqtiirod, demooatraees the posi- 
(I livieukoowledge of somb aeherae being in agitatioa ; and thereibra 
g 4m* awi^ with the igoovanca which tbe prisoner now afeeta. 

,( M There is no^evactiagyno getting rid of this, and it eavriea bi^ 
^ Ma knowledge: to the 17th. I Wrnt yesterday there was som 
Ii aah^ote in agitalion. AH the witaesses who speak to this poiiit 
f dbaiaee •that thejri went to the prisoner i»r tlie express purpose of 
g tailing him whit they were going* ta do ? And is it <sredible that 
^ they woald waUi to bis boose with this very iateat, aad then not 
^ teU. him) what they • awilttt to do* ^Heisayaa, it ia^iia*. probable 
^ QaaniMMislmiUtell me ofa i^erolt in the presence af fowr nfen ; 
jmtfthesa four men went with QuamiiHr, aa his own witneaaeasay^ 
far 'this express plirposey and would their presedoe then dete^ 
bias fipoia speakings out ; '-^ 

V .Tbisy however, was not the only) interview he'had'this day whb 

1 ^Hunina ; Sealan ^tes positiveh|r, that he returned ailter the 
aaeeling in Socceas ^Middle Walk -had tiaally broken ap, to'Le 
Beioiiveair wilh Qaamina,. whom he aaw go into the prisoaerlj 

he^ fieatoB, went into theNegro Hfard aboat solnie cornv 



^ iMtbich; tt woman ^. the name of Asiarliad for ^ him. The prisoner 

I WiDfB against Am tcetkaeiiy, not the evidence of Asia^ who could 

^ aiM»e have apbkra to ibe Act,. but the evidence of Charlotte aw 

I lifir* Hamilton i Charlotte, itaemns, waji about tbe house till past 

I ftae VjClocJfi t tiioiigk ahe admits people rai||;bt have come into tto 

) Ifeliiae .withoat her seeing them* t Mr. Hamilton proves he met tl» 

I paisimnr walkiag aut at » q«iarter mv half*past six : this does not 

I toudi Seatan^ who states, that when Qunmina came out of Smith'a 

I hotis^.he went to Success with him^ ai\dtbat they reached home 
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^^.Mikm 9fm wont daMirtiri^iMdikttfS 
ooougb befaret; he wmA Mr* Hraiiltion& ' W« mxib #mt^ tbihrVofi 
the oi6roi«9 of tt^- I8th ths prisoner eoHiest t» town in hik cUriie ; 
that he passes tiie -rendenee of 4he biirgfalr«ee|rtd«^^ht» die^ct, 
Aft garters of Go]onelJj»hy^ mmI tbeffanrsMHi, wad Tevj^ near 
the residmice: of-bia Excelleacj' the Govenor.iaad-^hat of^Ais 
boiMar the Presidei^; that he repasaea ail tlme>plaD#fi im4ife 
Utay out of AewD» and that .he reltfnis heaMi wMiottt brentim^ a 
aytiWbte^¥fJiat ha had heard; if he did not nudte Jthe ct i Bi an i to i* 
i»ition, ttc0*laialy wasnotfremavrntofoopettsai^^^ w - ^^t 

With remet to <lhe proof of. his kimrMps ^on tlvet iStb^ the 
imsoner feek hiaMelf sa^Ui off from the pwNbilitf ^ ddPfiaigrit, 
Ihai be has recoarse to anai^Qsion wlmbfcattiM^aarinahinFtfiitf^had 
objected to theadaussibility of the evidence as towhatt^aiDfe filae^ 
on the ISth) aa.he wys fho third cbafgo linits the di^ to the ITith. 
In answer to which, I refer te Philip'aLawtof Drideaoe, P:*^^^* 
<^ It is a rule in pleadiag^ that, every taaterial iift^' whicii^ i^ 
issuable and triable^ iBuat:he-avefred4oiiavffhaMisnect«tart^taiii 
limeaadphBce. Howeaer^k will wot geacaaily ^lewe uiawty to 
peeve ibe time precise^r as bad, fonlessiithatpaiaioolar »^wd h 
Material. This is the oonatant tottrse of prdbeedf ag I&4ri«itoa1 
pr^ftsecotioQi, frcan the ;bq[heat offisnea to tbe* lowiest« « far li^ 
treason^ oviiteMe au^* be gcvmi' of an ovidrtact eitber belbtd or 
aft^r the day spcsified iw the inActnent t the>paatioiilar dffflffWet 
material bk ]ioiat of proo^ and is maseijiBMitter of form;' "db^ 
jiMliom jof this Jkind» on behalf of the pcisoiier) have: beefrtire- 
IbWMled^ oaerruled." And it oiaj be ^temarhed, if shss^isi^tte 
practioe of ordioary coarts, how ranch lets reason <e-coiapl«i«fAi» 
the priseaeri»ai:ettrt nNftial^ wberebe tenslltm^d se-maiHrdlfys 
to prepare his defence After ail the evadenoe has b^ew^^one 
Arottgn, and iriiere^ of ^XNwae, he canwot be taken by sarmibe. 
This ob|eetM»H therefore, cannot atand. Thelet«ers df JUrt^y 
Heed and Jack Gladstone, which wei% givea in eiqdem^ wiire 
too explicit to be raisandeffstood. Tbe prboaer reeetvod th^se 
letters, -and relorned an answer to Jsckj^ Heed before six o^^lock 
that ev^ening ; when tbe messenger GuikUbrd got out of the esttkte 
tiia stiB^i^fffi just.down. 

The letter x>f Jack Glad^<»e poiated die wrker Umadf oM^as 
one of the priaoipal oncn in the intended insurrection, and ismn* 
tiooed thai the brethren of Bethdi Chapel were all engngped iii it. 
This man Jadi was on the next estate itathe prisoner on the* One 
side, and the burgher'^captain was on tbe next estate on theotiher 
4ide ; besidea which, there was the niana|^ oa tbe estate and two 
overseers dose to -him. He had a horse la hisatabte, as filtsartleth 
says, which Cbariottedeaiea^ asaerling it was loose in the ya*^ a 
thing not vtfy likely, as the prboner had a grass catt«r in^is 
eaipToy. He had at aU«vents three fiervaats in the yard, fhis 

frees cutter, Charlotte, and £iimbeth, and what, does tae '^? 
>oes he make an attempt to>8eoo«e the ringleader, or to'givtiin^ 
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i6lrm9tiimteifmi «o ^ inttttger wbo ims witl^ w few «4•ciTOf*^Il f 
tio; lie was m^ mmh agHatech tliatde W€st 6ot4o ttifcra 4pralk 
^tti bis Wife*; tmd the only use he imiiies of these kttof^ the 
proofs of ^e coospirator^s gu41t, ]e4o€)e8tr€»y IhenK 

Tbererolt breaks out about Mfpiutflix^ a6 Hamihoti states, 
or later ar the other 'witfiesMBs wf i but up to the mdmefit of its 
actoallj breaking o«t, the prnpner oever gave ^ Imy kaaiaft fee ing 
the sltgiitest hint nbtch mtg^t pert biiti dn- his guard. Heattri^ 
iMites this all to his agitation, yet he vNisao^fiiriOoitipos^d as lo 
write a most eaatioas and gvarcted answer to Jadejr Reedv 
' Gautioiis as the Answer is, and muehas the prtsoner tlilhsrof his 
readiness* to give inferniation, do we find that he here tells'Jackey 
to warn his master l)f what was to liappen? Not a-htet"of such 
« thing. Wtraid it have e^eaeed ibe attention of atiy weil<» 
meaning man to have directed Jackey to go and tdl.hvs Aiaater 
itnniediately of this plot^and put the whites ground otv their guiH*d? 
but lie is totaHy silent on this head« * 

* ,The moretbis letter is considered the more <dear:dl[>es the pri-* 
Rotter's oonoection with this revolt Ofppear t the sMire e*rMekit is . 
bi^ determination not io giveimfbrmaltionon thescriiject, wt^h 
wM^ }ead to the discovery of it : nor even in his letter to itttkey 
Reed does he call on him to suppress it. it ie a strange fiiet, that 
the prisoner seems* to baye taken a resolution to^this eAiet'ldng 
before. I refer to his Joinmal,^ where be «ay«$ ^ leaving jast 
finished reading Mr* Walker^s Letters on the West • Indies, I 
faaire thovght much of the treatBieat of the negroes, andHlifcewise 
the state of their minds. It appeats to me y&rj probabfe that ere 
K>ng they wiH resent the injuries done ? to them. I should think 
it my duty testate my opinion respectiogAhis to some of the rulers 
of the colony, but am fearful from the coiftduct of the^Fiscal in this 
late affair of the negroes being worked on a Sttn|hiy, that -^i€^ 
would be more solicitous to siienee me, by reqntriag me to eri* 
Kkrnate some individual than to redress the wrongs doae tolhef 
^ves, by dlligemly watching the conduct of the planters thetai-' 
selves, and bringing them to justice (without ^hejntervention of 
missionaries) when they detect such abuses of the law as so Hre^ 
quently take place." So that it is plain he had even then msKle 
up his mind, that if any thiiq^ of the kind shoidd take place he 
would let it take its course, he would not warn the authorities. 
Tjbe further proofs of the prisoner's previous knowledge of tlie 
jreyott, are to be found in the testimony of John fiailley and John 
Aves. 

The cross-examination of John Aves has clearly esHiblished that 
there was no mistake between these two witnesses, as to the 
^isomer's having declarsd he.knew of the revolt six weeks ago. 
Ayes says he was walking in and out of the room, and sometimes 
spoke to the prisoner ; thai Bailley was sitting down, carrying 
on a conversation with him, which does away with all the 
prtsoner'a renmriis on the subject. 
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ti must Btriko every observer with tbe tfupe surprise as it dM 
iobJU Bailie?^ thai the prisoner should be living on the estate, 
the only white there except Mrs. Smith, perfectly unmolested, 
and as he said, perfectly secure ; and the suspicion of Captain 
Simpson, that he i^uat nave been in collusion with the negroes, 
is the most natural inference to be drawn Srom such a cir- 
cumstance* But to go beyond suspicions, we find by the 
testimoay of Mitchell, collaterally strengthened by that of Doos^ 
that on the morning of the Idth, Quamina is traced to the 
prisoner's yard ( at this time Doos and Mitchell prove that the 
men of the estate had all led it; and there was the less 
i^robability of Mitchell mistaking some of them passing fin* 
Quamina* The prisoner has said this witness is unworthy of 
credit; but he has neither attempted to make good his assertion, 
nor to disprove, by the t^estimony of his servants, this visit of 
Quamina. If his only reproach to the evidence of Mitchell be. 
that he expressed, in his negro language, his belief in a Groq 
above, the reproach is nothing* Peake in his work on evidence, 
page 149, sigrs, in a late case Mr. Justice Buller would not suffer 
the particular opinions pf a man professing the Christian religion 
to be examined intO| but made the only question, whether he 
believed the sanction of an oath, the being of a Deity, and a 
future state of rewards and punishments ; iHit a person who has 
no idea of the being of a God, or a future state, is admitted. 
Mitchell was therefore a perfectly competent witness. The next 
visit of Quamina to the prisoner, on the night of Wednesday the 
SOth August, is fully admitted by the prisoner, and therefore it 
would be waste of time to go into the proof of it. The only point 
of difference is with regard to the shutting of the door ; Antje 
declares it to have been shut as soon as Quamina went in; 
Elizabeth is brought to contradict this, she says the back door 
was not shut, but she admits she did not see Quamina go in ; she 
onlv only saw him in the hal), and when be came out. The fact 
of the door having been shut rests therefore uncontradicted; for 
all that can be said of £lizabeth*s evidence is, thai the door was 
afterwards opened, but when or by whom, whether by accident 
or intention, does not appear. 

^ The fact being so fully proved, the prisoner in order jlo defend 
himself from the consequences of it, starts the three following 
obiections : 

First, He says. It is not proved that Quamina was a rebel: 

Second,^ That he had any knowledge at the time of bis 
being an insurgent : 

. Third, Nor does it appear that I gave him any intelligence, or 
held any such correspondence with him as can subject me to 
punishment. 

On the first point, the prisoner admits theevidence has gone to 
show that Quamina was engaged in the revolt. It has, indeed, 
gone thus tar, and much farther ; for it is proved that he was a 
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riag^efider in the rebellion, and timt lie w^s shot by an exp^itioQ 
sent into the bush in pursuit of him, with the promise of a reil^fi 
of/. 1000 for his capture. It is true, the shooting of him was, of 
course, subsequent to his interview with the prisoner, and thid 
part of the proof dops not apply there; but it alone answers all 
the arguments of (he prisoner on the subject of the necessity of 
Quamina's beiti^ tried and convicted before he (the prisoner) can 
be putiisbed for holding correspondence with him ; for, 8ir Wil- 
liam Blackstone, in hiB Commentaries^ Book 4^ c, 3^ and 25^ in 
tr^titig of this law, as regards the trial of accessory, points out 
the reason of the law to be the fear of contradiction, if the acces- 
sory were condemned to-daj^, and the principal acquitted to-mor« 
row ; but he adds, by statute of 1 Ann, c. ^% if the principal be 
once convicted^ and before attainder delivered hy pardonj tna be- 
nefit of clergy, or otherwise i or if the principal stands mute^ or 
cballeng^es peremptorily above the legal number of juror^^ so as 
never to be convicted at all in any of the cases in which no subse- 
quent trial can be had of the principal, the accessory may be pro- 
ceeded against as if the principal fellow had been attainted, for 
there is uo danger of future contradiction. 

It has been proved, that Quamina wa» shot in open rebellion ; 
that he is now hung in chains in Success Middle Walk, and that 
he declared he would never be taken alive ; and can the guilty 
escape who aided him in his rebellion ^ because he(Quamina) was 
so bold a traitor^ as to persevere in his desperate career even unto 
death ? On the second point, Of his not knowing Quamina to be 

;a rebel 5 
. If yoUj gentlemen, are to believe the conversation between tlte 
prispner and the negroes on the Sunday, there can be no doubt of 

' Ibe. prisoner's knowledge of Quamina being engaged in this revolt; 
and I beg it may be observed^ that though he says he did not con« 
•ceive that to be his meaning at the time^ yet he admits Jacky 
JReid's. letter opened his eyes on this pointy and therefore, he, at 
all events, must have been perfectly aware of Quamina's guilt on 
^Monday night. Besides, the rebellion on the same Monday night, 
roust have surely rendered it impossible for him to* doubt on this 
pofnt any longer. He himself tells Bailley, that the negroes were 

• all in rebellion around him : but, besides this, Kitty Stewart, on 
the very Wednesday night of Quamina's visit, runs away fi'om 
Success, the estate where Quamina lived, and comes to the priso- 
ner .to beg for protection, and to be allowed to remain in his house, 
as all the negroes of Success were in a state of rebellion. Look, 
then, at the anxiety of Mrs Smith to get this woman out of the 
way, so that she might not see Quamina; the shutting of the 
door after he went in, and the threat of punishment to Elizabeth 
if she told any one of his having been there. 
,The prisoner says these were the acts of Mrs. Smith, and do not 

. touch him, aiKJ[ that he did not send for Quamina ; but if he did 
No, 11- M 
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Qotrsen^ for Qiiatttlna^k wds^ iaiall evenly in otiiiibti Wiifaf hk 
Wisl^ as is pveived by Ibotbeo. ' • - ? ' • ^i • ' '^ ' •' ' 
\ ,AnMi^iApt)f^he9n mbde^toirivAlidate Roiife6*^t«H^iirfd^j, by 
proving; that, there was no noise oil the ^tale on^ fiWstfay^ eten-* 
Itig? but thi»is} beside tbe-qu^tiibn^'^fdr the Withesrw^ht to de^ 
scrtbe the revblt when he epokeofthe noise am6)ng^t<the neg^ro^; 
; ; The tJiird pbjacttoh, viz.'^As to th6 kind of corre^ohdence He 
hlid'^itlt Qiianiina^ applies only to Ibe decohdf 4;hsA*ge, ah4 ff(^ Id 
tbe&artfa'. . ■. - '• ^' :r\^:'r, .Mj., ■->■ ?; 

:, As'td the, precise^wordff'Whicb' at this time potlsed between tte 
prisoner and therebel QuaAiina^ tbatlednrtot nhdeVtbrk^ to prove, 
norj indeed; is it at all necessary ; the friencfly imtJi^fe of tbeinier* 
viien^ isisbofrn by the fact of Qkiamirtar'ls coming; but of ih^ priso* 
self's boaseriwith a bottle of bortek<V whid^ b^haU^'hot^ften>tie 
wentin^ it : was, mo8t*:prdbably^> thisibiottl^ tiedinja faand&er- 
chief, andrsluns* at the end of ni^ «tick,. that JBiis^abetb meant^ 
wb^n she said he: had a bundle dever his shoulder. Afterhatf an 
bpiir'^ conversation, at the very leiist, Qudmiha departs Whhout 
let (^ molestation- ; nor did th^ prisoner a^feibpt ^ther before or 
after his departure, to give- tO the authorities any infoirmation M 
to this visit He carinot p4oad the difficulty of m^kin^ fh^ com- 
munication as an excuse for his sience the next day, for on that 
dii(y he saw lieutenant Norse at his) own house With a strong 
escort of soldiers, sufficient to ttAre him to the post at Felicity, 
but he never hints at any thing of Qoamjna's visits Nor can it 
be passed ov^ in silence, that the prMpner,diarirtg this "revolt, 
remained quietly seated in his house, and that no negro eve^ came 
nearhim to' offer him any idsnlt, «r to toocb his property : that 
eyery other white person, within the reach of tlve rebels, along the 
jcoast, was treisited with indignity^ or forced to fly,' eiccept wber^ 
protected by the soldiery* 

. The prisoner^ indeed, asserts that tbis insurrectton has been nn- 
like atiy other that ever toojc place^ either here, or in Barbadoes, 
i&c* andmarked by a spirit of milifaess and rel^ion ; but rn ihe 
revolt of Ba^badoes there was only dkie wMte mafn killed, and 
against this, what a fright Ail set-off does the insurrection here 
furnish I the violent assaults at Golden Grove and elsewhere, in 
which many of ^the whites wer6 bounded, and above all^ the 
purders at Nabacles ; these m^urderS tpok place in the presenco 
of the veiy Sandys who wds c^e of tben^ thaisaid, ^' We will 
not take life^ because we <»nnot give it 1^* lind who, by. his own 
confession, shot a negro *boy ; nor do i believe that any One act 
of yiolence was committed, at whi^h the christian leaders wefo 
not present. 

In his defence on these charges, th^ prisoner avers^ fbat the 
negroes did not enter into a fiill detail Of time, place, add dreiiqgj^ 
stance; and, therefore, that he could not be said to bavekny 
knowledge. What he heard conld excite nothing but suspicion, 
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which suspicion he was not bbund to commuitidate ; that all per* 
sons in the colony had, at that time, suspicions asJo the state of 
the negroes. 

The first part of the reasoning merits no reply, for the commu- 
nication of the intention to drive the managers to town, which all 
the witnesses agree in sajin^ was made^ gave the prisoner the . 
knowledge of the fact ; and if all. men's suspicions were at that 
time awake, ought he not to have treated this communication 
with more attmitioa, than if made at a time when he had no pre- 
vious suspicion ? otherwise the effect of suspicion must be to throw 
a_man off his guard. 

In his observations on the evidence of Aves and Bailley, he asks, 
" Does the word 'know,* necessarily imply knowledge^ derived 
upon information or participation; does it not often imply an 
opinion grounded on certain data ? "^ his question answers itself* 
But he says, ^^ This evidence cannot affect me, for it goes to prove 
me to have known of the revolt six weeks before, whereas that 
revolt was not planned till the day preceding ! '* 

The evidence of the negroes shows the revolt was planned pre 
vious even to the six weeks ; the minute details may not have 
been told to the common people till Sunday the 17th. The 
prisoner goes on to attempt to show that the revolt was to be ex- 
pected from .a variety of circumstances, and to defend himself, 
charges the authorities with being aware of the bad state of the 
negroes' minds. 

Admitting, for the sake of argument, that the authorities had 
reason to believe the negroes were dissatisfied, does this excuse 
the prisoner for not communicating to them his positive know- 
ledge that a rebellion was actually about to break out ? 

With regard to the information conveyed by Jackey*s letter, 
the prisoner says, admitting this, what further crime did 1 
commit than captain M^Turk and others who knew it at an 
earlier hour? the crime does not consist in the knowledge of 
the revolt, but in the concealment of that knowledge. Had he 
done what captain M'Turk ^nd the others did ; had he given 
information, had he prepared to suppress it, he would have then 
stood on a more equal footing with them; but instead of this, 
he never gives any warning to a human being ; he writes to 
a negro, on the subject, and never tells him to use his efforts 
in putting a stop to* it, or to discover it to his master, and 
he idestroys the strongest proof of the guilt of the ringleaders. 
Was this the conduct of captain M^Turk i 

What he asserts of captain Spencer and others not believing 
it, is not proved; if it were, it would only ffo to show how 
much less certain their knowledge was than his, who held in 
his hand a written declaration of the intention to revolt. 

Independant then of what the prisoner himself confessed to 
Bailley and Aves, it has, I think, been shown that he, the pri- 
soner, came to the knowledge of the intended revolt amongst 

, mS 
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the negroe9) oh the lOth August ; that he received on this subject 
further information on the 17tb August. 

That before six o'clock on the evening of the ISth Aufi^si 
be bad in his possession a letter from one of the riiigleaaer% 
stating the time and place, when and where the revolt, was to 
commence^ and that he never gave any information thereof to 
th0 proper authorities. 

Any, one of these facts being proved, establishes the thini 
charge, which is confined to the mere previous knowledge^ . 
The fourth charge is satisfied bj proving the bare circumstance 
of his being in presence of Quamina at his house on the 194b 
and 20th August ; and the friendly communication which he held 
with him at that titiie, together with the interview on the lOtb 
and ll^tb- August, make out the second charge. 

As ill going through the defence I omitted one or two points^ 
it is necessary for me to notice them ere I conclude^ tbougb> 
perhaps, this may not be the most proper place. 

On the subject of the Journal, the prisoner dilates in mumy 
parts of his defence. He admits it was intended for the Misr 
sionary Society ; and the instructions which have been read to 
you. Gentlemen, direct his keeping such a Journal. He admitfi 
further, that he has sent extracts from it home; but states that 
for some time past he has kept it for his private use. 

Whatever credence may be given to the latter part of thi» 
statement, it can have no effect on the extracts of the Journal 
which have been referred to in evidence, for these prove dear 
and distinct facts on the admission of the prisoner himself. 
That some of the prisoner's opinions have been mingled up 
with these facts, so that in quoting the one, the other came out, 
and that these opinions have been invariably hostile to Go- 
vernment, and tne due subordination and peace of society, is 
the fault not of the prosecutor but of the prisoner. 

The prisoner has himself, however, cited his opinions in the 
Journal in his Defence, and nothing further need be said ca 
this subject. 

In his reply to the first charge, the prisoner sets out by avow- 
ing his aversion to slavery; whether it be well or ill-founded ; 
whether bis opinion on this head be true or false, is not the ques- 
tion ; but it seems to me that no man has a right to publish sfeoli- 
ments which can only tend to the subversion of the society iu 
which be lives. 

The remarks on Dr. M'Turk's evidence were answered in their 
proper place ; but the prisoner urges two objections against this 
evidence altogether, wnich have been onutted ; first, that itioao- 
pot'be received under any of the charges ; second, that it relates 
to matter more than three years ago, and is barred by the 158th 
section of the Mutiny Act. 

}i may be very convenient for the prisoner to get rid c^ all 
evi^QPce that affects bis cbarac^ter, or that gq^ to show, be was 
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a bad subject ; that he possessed g^reat influence over the negroes, 
and determined to use that influence in defiance of the constituted 
authorities; but if evidence such as this be not admitted, how 
can any man be convicted of the crime here charged. The 158th 
Section of the Mutiny Act has, as far as I can see, nothing to do 
with the question. It declares that the specific act for which a 
man is tried must have taken place within the three last preceding 
years, but it does not prohibit evidence tending to establish the 
crime being adduced, though of a date aatecedent to that. ' It in 
fiict never hints at fixing any period as to the admissibility of evi* 
dence. Supposing a man. had ' been for ten years gradually sap* 
ping the principles of the soldiers with intent to excite them to 
mutiny, and that such mutiny had at leagtfa broken out in the 
year, 18S0 for instance; I should suppose he could plead this 
section of the aet if tried for that specific meeting in the year 
1824 ; but if brought to trial within the three years^ can there be 
any doubt of the admissibility of evidence to prove the system 
on which he had been acting, though that evidence went back to 
the very commencement of his seditious practices ten years foe* 
fore^ 

The prisoner proceeds to anin»ad vert on Dr. M^Turk^s conduct 
in arresting him ; he says that he was not required as a soldiery 
and l>r. M'Turk's order was a mere pretence. To support this 
be has produced captain Simpson, who ^ys the ground of his 
arrest was that he looked on the prisoner's remaining on the 
estate alone as a very sueipicious circumstance. Supposing then 
lliat Dr. M^Turk did not require him as a soldier, ta!ki»g his own 
version of it, what does he make of it after all ? why, that £>r. 
M^Turk, who in such times had full power to arrest all suspicious 
characters, did not wish to use any harshness which could possibly 
be avoided, and chose rather to move the prisoner by gentle 
means, without hurting his feelings, to a place of security, than to 
do this by a direct arrest. It was not his wish to arrest bim^, on 
the contrary he wished to avoid it. Supposing this, does it disr 
credit Dr. M'Turk i 

I have now, gentlemen, gone through what occurred to me as 
the principal parts of this important trial. No one can be more 
sensible than myself of the ineflScient manner in which this task has 
been executed ; but gentlemen, I throw myself on your candour, 
and freely acknowledge all its defects. I have only to thank you, 
as 1 do roost heartily, for the great indulgence you.bave shown 
me during these proceedings, l,shall not detain you longer, but 
commit at once the case into your hands, fully convinced that 
whether your decision be the acquittal or condemnation of the 
prisoner, it will do ample justice between the parties at your 
bar. 

(Signed) J. L. SMITH, Jan. 

The Court liras cleared for deliberation, and subsequently ad- 
journed. 
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9ith Novi:mb€rj 1823. ; . 

JUDGMENT OF THE COURT. 

The Court ibaving most raatorel)' and deliberately ivei^bed »nd 
considered the evidence adduced in support of the charges pre- 
ferred against the prisoner, John Smithy as well as the statements 
made by him in njs defence, and the evidence thereon ; With 
respectto the first charge, to wit,' •♦ For that he, the said* J. Smith, 
long previous to and up to the time of'a certain revolt ail^tobel- 
lion which broke out ijkthis^ colony on or abb>nt the ISth Aug. aow 
last past, did promote as far as m hint lay, di^contenit and fi)6M« 
tisfaction in the minds of the negro slaves toi<»ardts their lawful 
masters, managers, and overseers, he^ the<satdJiohn Smith, there- 
by intending to excite the said aegrrcs to break out in $uch open 
revolt and rebellion against the authority of thoir lawful biaslers, 
managers, and overseers, contrary to his allegiance and against 
the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, his crown atid dig- 
nity," Is of opinion, thathe,'ibe said John Smitli, is guilty of 
thus much thereof, to wit, ^^ For that he, the said John Smith, 
long previous to and up to the time of a certain r^^olt and rebel- 
lion, which, brohe out in this colony on pr'about the ISth t4* Au- 
gust now last past, didproi^ote discontent and dissatisfaction in 
the minds of the negro slaves towards their lawfiil masters,* nia^ 
nagers, and overseers," but acquits him of the remainder of the 
said charge, for want of sufficient proof in support ti»ereof* 

Wkh respect to the seconfd charge, namely, " For that he, the 
said John Smith, having, about the J 7th day of August last, and 
on diver^ other days and times theretofore preceding, advised, 
consulted, and corresponded with a certain^ negro named Qua- 
mina, touching and concerning a certaio intended revolt and re- 
bellion of the negro slaves within these Colonies of Demorara and 
fisseouibo; and, further, after soch revolt and rebellion had 
actually commenced, and was in a course of prosecutioii, be, Ae 
said John Smith, did further aid and assist in such rebellion, bv 
advising, consulting, and corresponding touching the same, with 
the said negro Quamina, to wit, on the 19th and SOtb August 
last past, be, the said John Smith, then well knowing such revolt 
and rebellion to be io progress, . and the said negro Quamian to 
bean insurgent engaged therein ;" the Courtis of Opinion, that 
he, the prisoner, John Smith, js guilty of so much thereof as fol* 
lows, viz. ^^ For that he, the said John Smith, having, about the 
17th day of August last, and on one day theretofore precediag, 
ndvisod, consulted, and correspond^ with a certain negro named 
Quamina, touching and conperniiD^ a certain intended revolt and 
rebellion of the negro slaves within these colonies of Uefl^efara 



Digitized by VjjOQQIC 



and Bsseqqibo r aod, further, after ^<^h revolt and rebeltion liail 
actually Commenced, jand was in a coxirse of prosecution," h.e/ thy 
said John Smith, ,di^ furfher^iaid and d^^lst fn nutht rebellion, be 
advisins^, consiildn^,' and correspond iWg, touching; the saihe^ with 
the said negro Qtiamina, to ivif, on the !^th August last past, he, 
the said John Smith, then we^ knowing such revolt and rebellion 
to be in progress, and the said h^ro Quamina to be an insurgent 
engaged therein,"' and acquits him of the remainder of the »&id 
'dbargfe.- '••■•■* ',;•■•' 

' Wity respey^t to the third charge, *<^ .FWthat he, the said-Jdhn 
Sfhith, <ni'th6 i7th of Ati^uVt last past, and f6h a Certain petiod 
of time thereto pr(*i!eding^, having cohie i6 the kriowledge '6f a 
'certain retoft' and ' rebellion intended to takei jil^ce ^fithih tftts 
colony, did ttot make known the same to tbe pi^per authoMties'; 
which revolt and rebellion did subsequently take place, to wit, 
OR o<^ aI)byt^tW, 18th of August no^* Jast^ast, the Court is 
of opthion-tliat he, the prisoner John Smith, Is guilty thereof. 

With respect to the four(H charge, vii. ''^For^that'he, the 
said John Smith, after siich revolt and relielUon had taken place, 
and during the existence thereof, to wit, on or about Tuesday 
and Wednesday the 19th antl 26th August :n6 w last past, was at 
plantation Le Resouvenir, in presence' of and held communicatiod 
with Quamina, a negro of plantation Success, he, the said John 
Snitth, then well knowing the said Quamina to be an insurgent 
engaged therein ; and that he, the said John Smith, did not 
use his utmost endeavours to f^uppress the same, by securing or 
detainipg the said insurgent Quamina as a prisoner, or by giving 
iolormation to the propej* authorities or otherwise; but on the 
contrary permitted the said insurgent Quamina to go at large, 
and depart without attempting to seize and detain him, and 
without giving any information respecting him to the proper 
authorities, against the peace of our Sovereign Lord the King, 
his crown and dignity, and against the laws in force in this 
colony, and in defiance of the proclamation of Martial Law issued 
by his Excellency the Lieutenant GovernoiP." The Court is of 
opinion, that he, the prisoner, John^ Smith, is guilty of so much 
thereof as follows, namely, " For that he, the said John Smith, 
after such revolt and rebellion had taken place, and during the 
existence thereof, to wit, on Wednesday the 20th of August now 
last past, was at plantation Le Resouvenir in presence of and 
held communication with Quamina, a i^egro of plantation 
Success, be, the said John Smith, then well knowing the said 
Quamina to be an insurgent engaged therein ; and that he, the 
said John Smith, did not use his utmost endeavours to suppress 
the same by giving inforthatlon to ther propier authorities, but 
on the contrary, permitted the said insurgent Quamina to go 
at" large, and depart without giving any information respecting 
him to the proper authorities^ against the peace of our Sovereign 
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fliord the King, his crown and dignity, and against the laws in 
force in this colony, and in defiance of the proclamation of 
Martial Law issued by his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor/' 
and acquits him of the remainder of the said charge. 



SENTENCE. 

The Court having thus found the prisoner, John Smith, guilty, 
as above specified, does therefore sentence him, the prisoner, 
John Smith, to be hanged by the neck until dead, at such time 
and place as his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor and 
Commander in Chief may think fit to direct. But the Court, 
under all the circumstances of the case, begs humbly to re- 
commend the prisoner John Smith, to mercy. 

(signed) S« A. Goodman, 

Lieut Col. and President. 

{signed) J. L. Smith, ran. 

Assistant Judge Advocate. 

Approved^ 

(signed) John Murray, 
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*nie following Petition was presented to the House of Commons by Sir James 
Mackintosh, on Thursday, 15th of April, 1824:— 

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Brittun and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled^ 

Tlie humble Petition of the Treasurer, Secretaiy, and Directors of ^ The 
London Missionary Society/' 

Sheweth, — ^That your petitioners are the Officers of a Society, established in 1795, 
including Clergymen and Members of the Established Church, and Ministers and 
Laymen of different denominations among Protestant Dissenters. 

lliat ** the sole object of that Society is to spread the knowledge of Christ among 
heathen and other unenlightened nations.'' 

That to accomplish their object, the Society send pious and self-denying men to 
those regions where the population need religious instruction ; and at an expense 
exceeding 30,0001. per annum support those missionaries, amidst labours which 
pure benevolence only can induce them to sustain, and which human praise never 
can repay. 

That me Christian motives which prompt those exertions render the Society 
most circumspect as to the characters of the persons whom they depute ; and that 
they might refer with cordial satisfaction and devout gratitude to many of their Mis- 
sionaries, some of whom have, under the blessing of God, civilized barbarians and 
evangelised the idolatrous, wlulst others have by their literary labours, especially in 
the translation of the Holy Scriptures, reflected honour on their country, and become 
the benefactors of large portions of the world. 

That the Dutch-cedea Colony of Demerara was selected in the year 1807 for a 
missionanr station at the request of respectable persons resident therein, and 
because the neglected state of a large slave population excited their compassion ; 
and their judgment has been since confirmed dv official documents, which declared 
that *^ CatecMsts and Teadiers *' were required ** to instruct that population in the 
elementary principles of the Christian faitn." 

That notwithstading this declaration from the highest authority in the Colony, 
special circumstances connected with Demerara have rendered the duties of mis- 
sionaries peculiarly arduous and perplexing, and have occasioned difficulties which 
no other West Indian Colonies in an equal degree present. But many of those 
obstacles were surmounted by ^ a patient continuance in well doing f' and chapels 
have been built where numerous congregations of negroes assembled for public 
worship ; and those lessons of religion, and mon^, and civil subordination, were 
inscribed on their memories and their hearts, which many and long continued 
sufferings have been unable to efface. 

In the end of 1816 the Rev. John Snuth was sent to Demerara. His station was 
at a chapel in the plantation called Le Resotwenirf on the eastern coast. The con- 
fidence in his exceUent principles, and other qualifications, led the Society to select 
him for that appointment. But tiiis estimate of his worth and fitness did not induce 
them to omit tnose especial instructions and cautions which their ordinary regu- 
lations, and a conviction of the difficulties connected with that Station, especially 
required. The following Instructions were therefore given : — 
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^< In the discharge of your missionary duty you may meet whfa difficult almost 
peculiar to the West Indies or Colonies, where slaves are aitployed in the cidture 
of the earth and other laborious employments. Some of the gentlemen who own 
the estates, the masters of the slaves, are unfriendly to their instruction; at least they 
are jealous lest by any mismanagement on the part of the missionaries, or misunder- 
standing on the part of the negroes, the pubUc peace and safety should be endan- 
gered. You must take the utmost care to prevent the possibility of this evil ; not a 
word must escape you in public or private, which wight render the slaves displeas- 
ed with their masters or dissatisfied with their station. You are not sent to relieve 
them from their servile condition, but to afford them the consolations of religion, 
and to enforce upon them the necessity of being' subject not only for wrath but for 
conscience sake. — Romans xiii. 6 ; 1 Peter ii. 19. The Holy Gospel you preach 
will render the slaves who receive it the more diligent, faithfm, patient, and useful 
servants; will reodert severe disdpliaje unnecessary, smdniake them the most. Ta- 
luable servants on the estates ; an4 thus you will *|reconunend youraelf and ^our 
* ministry even to those gentlemen who may have been averse from the religious 
instruction of the negroes. We are well assured that this happy effect has abeady 
been produced in many instances; and we trust you will beiW honoured instru- 
ment of producing; many more.*' 
» 
To those instructions your petitioners believe. Chat thie Rev. 'John Smith paid 
duteous and willing respect, a^hough many acts of .unkindness towards himself, 
and. of illegal restriction and harshness towaids the negroes who attended on his 
ministry, rendered impUcit and uni£6rm obedience no easy task. Jn that situation, 
sujTOunded ^y, diiOScvtfties which Cblrist^n ministers in Kngland have never knc^wn, 
and which exist in sm equal degree perhaps in no other West Indian colony, the 
Key. John Smith,- continued his humble and indefatigable ministry until August 
last. Inces^nt occupation in an unhealthy climate had in th^ mean time mucl^ 
impaired the health of Mr. Smith, and medical advisers had prescribed his speedy 
return to Eurppe, ot his removal to a more sj^ubriqus air; and that advice for t^e 
preservation of his life he intended to obey. 

But in August last events occurred which interrupted the execution of iiiat 

Surpose, and have piressed him down prematurely to the grave. On August 18th 
lere wat* ar commotion on several plantations on the Eastern coast : tlie slaves on 
ihe plantation where Mr. Smith resided,' and . several slaves particularly connected 
with his ch^qpel were engaged in that commotion^ It appears ;to have been rather 
a riotous assemblage than a planned rebellion ; and within, a very few days.it was 
easily suppressed. Many negroes were shot, and hanged, though little if any ip- 
Jury had been, done to any property, and though t^e jife, of no white man ji^as 
voluntarily taken away by them. 

Suppliants, rather than acctisers, your petitioners do not desire to develope tlie 
temote or immediate causes of an event which, they deplore ; but they upon the 
information communicated to than, humbly ^ubmi^. th.^t peculiar and unwarj:anta- 
ble cruelties towards the slaves — that Sunday Ubburs-iilegaUy compelled — ^thjat 
capricious interruption and impedinients ttirown in the way of their religious 
duties-^and especially that along and irie^pUcable delay to promulgate. the direc- 
tions transmitted from his M^esty's government favourable to the negro popula- 
tion, and well known amongst them to h^ve arrived, were cafises sufficient to 
account for the effect. At the commencement of the commotion. Martial Law 
was proclaimed, and a non-descript Martial Law was continued not only for days 
or for weeks but for several months, after all cpmrnotijon had subsided, and until 
.the 19th of January last. 

This sad, though brief disturbance, appears to your petitioners to have afljbrded 
an opportun^^ for the mantf^tation o£ the adverse ana injurious feelings of many 
colonists, directed equally a^nst the efforts of Religious Societies— against tl^ 
mternal purposes of a gracious^ King,^ and against me recorded desire of the 
British Farlisunent, to mitigate the sufferings of the negro population^ and to 
improve their conditions, by means which Christian instruction and education 
might supply. But those objects of displeasure to the cdcmist were4istaiit and 
inaccessiote; and it was on Mr.'^JSmith, an innocent aid unpro^cted victiin^ that 
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ilMy dtiefly f>Oured the tdntent of their wirath. To your petitiooers also it appears, 
after deliberate and careful inquiry, that his Majesty's Lieutenant Governor 
allowed the sentiments of those persons to operate on his conduct ; and that he 
has already been persuaded into acts which your petitioners ever must lament. 

On the 21st of August, Mr. Smith was taken from his house, his private Journal 
and all his papers were seized ; and, notwithstanding his ill health, he was kept 
closely imprisoned, prohibited from all intercourse with his friends, precluded 
from correspondence vnth this Society, and exposed to such treatment as is 
unknown to English prisoners, whatever be their crimes. — ^Martial Law was con- 
tinued, and his imprisonment endured ; nor was it till October 13th, a period of 
nearly two months, that his trial was begun. All these proceedings were by the 
special order of his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor and Commander in 
Chief. Against Mr. Smith, on" his trial, appeared the Colonial Fiscal, as his 
accuser ; among the officers who composed the Court, was Mr. Wray, President, 
.or principal Judge of the Colonial Court of Justice, introduced as, a militwy 
officer. The charges were four, and are already among the papers laid on the 
table of your Honourable House- 
On those charges, your Honourable House will form its jud^ent. But your 
petitioners, not imputing any oflfence legally cognisable, are advised, that they are 
charges by the Court, to which they were submitted — charges, which no British 
tnbunal, civil or military, could lawfully entertain, and which, if they involved any 
violation of the colonial laws, should by those laws alone have been tried and 
determined. The long interval between the apprehension and trial of Mr. Smith 
had been zealously employed in finding matter of accusation against him ; the trial 
of some slaves had been proceeded in, and means had been taken to prevail on 
^ose slaves to become his accusers, in the hope of preserving their lives. Defences, 
which they neither wrote nor understood, were put in as their own, not exculpating 
themselves, but accusing Mr. Smith of crimes which no evidence had supported; 
and imputations, which only party-spirit could invent, Vere industriously circu- 
lated. After all these investigations ; after the publication of the entries made by 
Mr. Smith, in his private journal, of his feelings and his thoughts ; and, after all 
the calumnies which the colonial press could circulate, there appeared not any cre- 
dible evidence even to support those charges that were so anomalous and strange. 
It was, however, by a court martial, that he was tried, and of high treason he was 
indirectly accused, without any of those protections against that accusation, which, 
not only the merciful laws of England, but even the colonial laws themselves, 
supplied. He was tried by a court martial, and the evidence of slaves was thereby 
introduced. The assistance of an advocate to speak on his behalf was thereby re- 
fused, and the means of appealing from an unjust sentence, were thereby precluded. 
Of the evidence given on this trial, a judgment will be formed by your HonoraMe 
House ; but to your petitioners, it has appeared, that much of that testimony was 
truly frivolous, and that the remainder affixes neither to the motives nor to the 
conduct of Mr. Smith, any political or moral guilt. During the progress of the 
trial, impartiality was not preserved, and hear-say evidence was received against 
Mr. Smith, while he was not allowed to 'produce the same species of evidence in 
his defence. For six weeks, from October 13, to November 24, the trial of Mr. 
Smith, struggling with a dire disorder, was prolonged. And, at length, a sentence 
was pronounced, which found him guilty of the charges, but with certain exceptions, 
which not only attenuate, but nullify some of those diiarges ; and, as to all the 
charges, he was recommended to mercy, as though any mercy could be deserved by 
a man, and that man a minister of peace and of religion, who, amid a slave popu- 
lation, had really abused his high and righteous office, and had really excitea that 
population to treason against the State. 

After that finding, and such recommendation to mer<^, and after such trial by 
such tribunal, and with his knowledge of the malady which the confinement and 
sufferings of Mr. Smith had greatly increased, your petitioners would have expected 
that his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor would readily have manifested the 
mercy it had been judged fit to recommend, and by allowing Mr. Smith to leave the 
colony, would have preserved his life. But your petitioners have with grief to state, 
diat his Excellency preferred to order Mr. Smith to confinement in the common 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



176 

prison, and to transmit the proceedings to England, for the consideration and ulti* 
mate decision of His Majesty thereon. 

On the perusal of those proceedings, His Majesty's government thought prof>er 
to remit the punishment of death; but they appear to your petitioners to have given 
an approval of the finding of the Court, by directing that Mr. Smith should be dis- 
missed the colony, and should enter into recognisances never to return. 

Your petitioners can conceive, and can respect motives, which may have induced 
a decision disappointing to their hopes; but all the information they have collected, 
and ^1 the legal opinions they have obtained, tend to confirm their belief, not only 
of the le^, but perfect moral innocence of Mr. Smith, and that the proceedings 
against him were as unconstitutional as incorrect. In this judgment they are sup- 
ported by communications from the colony, which evidenced that effect of christian 
principle and christian instruction had been never more benignly manifested than in 
the proceedings of the slaves, even during the commotion, by their abstinence from 
the outrages usual on such occasions^ and by their declaration«, '' That they were 
taught not to take away human life." The testimony of Mr. Arrindell, the advising 
advocate of Mr. Smith, and of the Rev. Mr. Austin, the government chaplain to the 
garrison, and a minister of the Established Church, to this effect, are contained in 
the following extracts from their letters. The former of whom had stated — 

^^ It is almost presumptuous in me to differ from the sentence of a court; Uit^ 
before €rod, I do believe Mr. Smith to be innocent; nay, I will go further, and 
defy any minister of any sect whatever to have shewp a more faithful attention to 
his sacred duties, than he has been proved by the evidence on his trial to have 
done." 

While the latter in a private letter to a friend had written — 

" I feel no hesitation in declaring, from the intimate knowledge which my most 
anxious inquiries have obtained, Uiat in the late scourge which the hand of an 
All-wise Creator has inflicted on this ill-fated country, nothing but those religious 
impressions which under Providence Mr. Smith has been instrumental in fixing—* 
nothing but those principles of the Gospel of Peace which he has been proclaimings 
could have prevented a dreadful effusion of blood here, and saved the lives of those 
very persons who are now (I shudder to write it) seeking his life." 
** in these their disappointments and conclusions, also, your petitioners have been 
ftirther sanctioned by vast numbers of their countrymen, of all religious denomina- 
tions, and who partake their sorrow and surprise. 

With such convictions therefore— justice and mercy — justice to their injured 
missionary, and mercy to all other nussionaries and Englishmen throughout the 
world, did not allow your petitioners to neglect any appropriate means to obtain 
not merely a remission, but a reversal of his sentence, ana his thorough acquitment 
firom all guilt. 

Your petitioner^ had accordingly informed Mr. Smith of their willingness to 
assist by all means in their power in supporting an appeal against the sentence, 
should he think fit to make one. A Memorial to His Majesty's Government had 
also been prepared, and legal proceedings against His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor and the Commander m Chief at Demerara had been advised. 

But many of their vrishes have been ended, and they have been filled with 
anguish by intelligence that on the 6th February last (before the decision of the 
Government could have arrived) such injuries and such imprisonment had accele- 
rated the desolations of disease, that death had liberated the sufferer from the prison 
house, and that the name of another martyr had been inscribed on the records of 
the Christian church. 

Under these circumstances, to the Pariiament of their country your petitioners 

g refer their complaint, 'they perceive that it is not merely the memory of Mr. 
mith, nor the relief of his widow, that is involved in these transactions ; but that 
they involve the security of those who survive in every colony, and many important 
questions universally interesting of constitutional right. New establishments in the 
West Indian colonies for the education and religious welfare of the slaves, are also 
at last wisely proposed, and new assurances, dierefore, become needful for |heir 
protection, and for the protection of all Christian missionaries who now labour, 
and who may hereafter labour, in those ungenial and long neglected Is^nds. And 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



177 

to your petitioners it appears that redress for the evils that are past, as well as the 
present protection and future security thciy seek, can by your Honourable House 
oe best or alone bestowed. 

Your petitioners therefbre pray, that your Honourable House will institute 
such inquiries, or direct or adopt such measures, as may best tend to 
obtain the revision or rescindment of the sentence passed on Mr. Smith; 
and also will adopt such measures as shall insure needful protection to 
Christian missionaries in every part of the British empire throughout 
the world; and will afford such further relief as shall seem meet to the 
humanity, Wisdom, and justice of your Honourable House. 



Letter of the Rev, John Smith, addressed to the Secretari/ and Treasurer ta 
the London Missionary Society. 

CMUmy Jaii, DemerarOf •/amuiry IS, 1824, . 

Dear and honourbd Sirs, 

I HAVE just received your kind and sympathizing letter of the Ipth 
November, and will endeavour to unswer it by this packet, if my emaci- 
ated frame will enable me to bear the fatigue 6( so doing. 

It will be the less necessary at this period for me to enter into parti- 
culars respecting the causes of the revolt, and my alleged concern in it, 
as you will be made fully acquainted with the latter by the documents 
that have been long since forwarded to the Society by Mrs. Smith, and 
by those which Mr. Elliott took with him. 

The real causes and objects of the commotion among the negroes 
«• (concerning which you wish me to procure and send you authentic co- 
pies of all documents which can offer the needful information"), are not, 
I think, very difficult to ascertain. 1, rather Mrs. Smith, has sent every 
document which came within our reach. There are very few written 
documents that I know of on the subject. It is the opinion of the only 
txvo real friends T have in the Colony at present, that a Deputation sent 
out by Government to investigate the causes of the revolt, would disco- 
ver wonders, and 1 have no doubt of the correctness of their views. 

You seem to be aware, in some measure, of the unceasing animosity 
which the Colonists in general, and the planters in particular, have to 
the instruction of the slaves, and to faithful Missionaries on that ac- 
count ; but you can have no just idea of the rancour and fury they dis- 
play against a Missionary when any report is raised against him, which 
is not unfrequent, aad always has turned out to be false, as far as my 
koowledge has extended. The following extract from the Guiana Chro- 
nicle of the 1 1th of February, 1822, may give an idea of their malicious 
dispositions towards Missionaries : — 

^' We have had occasion repeatedly to express our opinion of the Secta- 
rian Propagandists, who send forth their Missionaries out of a pretended 
zeal for the salvation of souls. They (the Missionaries,) to be iKire, are 
too wise and cunning to make direct attacks from the pulpit on public 
men and measures ; but in respect of their wild jargon, their capricious 
interpretations of the Bible, and the doctrines they inculcate, although 
in themselves they are to be despised and slighted, yet, in point of the 
pernicious tendency they may have upon the minds of their hearers, we 
do think no caution can be too great, no vigilance too strict. Instances 
are not wanting of their imposture in this part of the world ; their man- 
ner of raising revenue in support of their church, is not unknown; nei- 
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ther is the way In which the contributions ^re sacrilegiously siquandered. 
That fact alone ought to weigh against all their soletna profe^ons of 
being actuated solely by a pure love of gocUiness, and apostolic zeal in 
the ^sause of Christianity^ The influence they possess in the minds o( 
the negroes is more widely ratnified than is imagined, or would be rea^ 
dily bdtered. It is no longer proper to say they are insignificant. In 
the common acceptation of the word, they are truly so ; but from their 
calling and canting, they have acquired a degree of importance in this 
Colony not attainable otherwise. Let them be looked after now more 
strictly than ever, and we pledge ourselves to do for them in proper co- 
lours, whenever we may be furnished with the authentic particulars of 
any immoral or illegal wanderings from the path of their duty/^ 

This extract is not selected for its singularity, (for such attacks are 
not unfrequetft in this Colony,) but to show how the Missionaries are 
regarded. 

You say, ** you hope I have not been left to struggle unbefriended 
with the power of my enemies/' Thanks be to God, I have not' been 
left altogether without a friend. The Rev. Mr. Elliot has stood by me, 
and exerted himself much in my behalf; and a kind Providence raised 
up« unexpectedly, a most warm and zealous friend in the Rev. Mr. Aus- 
tin. Ner must I omit the name of Doctor Chapman, who has taken a 
warm interest in my cause; but the pious and independent principles 
of these gentlemen prevent them from having much influence in tbeae^ 
matters; and Mr. Arrindell, whose friendship I must not forget to 
name. 

Under .my persecutions and afflictions, it affords me np small consola* 
tion^ that the Directors cherish the assurance of my entire innocence, 
'that I 0m innocei^ of the crimes which they have laid to my charge, I 
have, not only the tefrtinx>ny of my own conscience in my favour, but 
the attestation of all my friends, who have made strict inquiries into 
my conduct relative to this affair. The instructions 1 received from the 
Soci^t^ I always endeavoured to act upon ; and in order to vindicate 
the Society* from the vile aspersions made against it by its enemies, as 
to its having a concealed object in view, viz. the ultimate liberation of 
the Slaves — I laid over the instructions as a part of the proceedings of 
the Court-Martial on my trial, that publicity might be given to the real 
object of the Society. 

It appears at if the Directors have some apprehensions of its having 
been possible, that 1 have diverted my mind, in some measure, from the 
real object of my mission, and entered into correspondence and con- 
nexion with some of those Societies which are formed for the gradual 
abolition of Slavery. I can assure the Directors this is not the case,*- 
no letter or correspondence of the kind ever having occurred between 
me and any Society. All my papers were seized without a moment's 
warnings and underwent a most rigid examination by a Committee of 
Gentlemen who were by no means my friends, and yet nothing of the 
kind was ever pretended to be discovered. Foi every other informa* 
t^on, I beg leave to refer the Directors tu the documents already for- 
warded, and to Mr. Elliot. 

I suppose, by this time, you are at no loss to know whether I am pur- 
suing my labours at Le Resouvenir. Indeed, had not the revolt occur- 
red, 1 must have relinquished them» at least for a considerable time, in 
ord^r to seek the restoration of my declining health in a more salu- 
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brious climate ; but my close imprisonmeot^ with its ianumerable pri- 
vations, has prevented nie from taking that step^ and has brought me to 
the borders of the grave. - 

It grieves me, dear Sirs, that I am now a useless burden upon the So- 
ciety. I have endeavoured from the beginning, to discharge my duties 
faithfully. In doing so, 1 have met with the most unceasing opposition 
and reproach, until at length the adversary found occasion to triumph 
over me. But so far have these things been from shaking my confidence 
in the goodness of the cause in which I was engaged, that if I were at li* 
berty, and my health restored, I would again proclaim (all my days) the 
glad tidings of salvation amidst similar opposition ; but of this 1 see 
no prospect. The Lord's hand is heavy upon me, still 1 can praise His 
name, that though outward^afBictions abound towards me, yet the con- 
solations of the Gospel abound also, and I believe He will do all things 
well. 

I am, dear Sirs, in much affliction, > 

Your useless, but devoted Servant, 

(Signed) John Smith. 



Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Elliot, dated Demerara, 14 January, 1824. 

Mrs. Smith and myself have received very kind letters from the 
Directors ; I need not say how very welcome they were to us. Our 
dear brother Smith is much worse, and is removed to a higher room. 
Dr. Chapman attends him. I have permission to visit him, and go daily ; 
poor man, he is very low. I fear he will not live to see the result. 
Mrs. Smith is with him day and night in the prison. 

There were four negroes hung in town last week, and poor Sandy was 
hung, lip the coast. Our good and faithful friend, Mr. AuBtin, hearing 
they intended to make out a story to answer their purpose, from Sandy*s 
confession, left town with our friend Mr. C. (Dr. Chapman). They 
arrived just as the troops reached the estate ; but our enemies were quite 
disappointed, for Sandy told them that Mr. Smith never taught them to 
rebel, and died, praying for poor Mr. Smith, that God would deliver him 
from his enemies. Achilles, belonging to the Baron, (an estate near Le 
Res3uvenir), really, as they said, preached to them. He told them that 
religion had restrained them, (the negroes), in this instance ; and said, 
Mr. Smith knew nothing of the rebellion until it k^d broke out. What 
he said made a great impression on all present. 



R. Clay, PriDt«r, BcToiwhire-BtMet, Biahopi0ite« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Gooffi 



^^ 



# 



Tl 



If 



• I 






Digitized by GoOgl^^ 



p 1^ . .i^ ■■ > * >■■ * ■■■*.#> » * i.. >t . > .» .^ ,^^ ^^ ^ f.m.i^f^ff. g f. f ff f i ray j^^itfjf j ji jtf j^-| I 



Book Society. 



Vol. 



i,°*J t^* fi g ^i 



-^ i ^ iif ig^if > tfi *^ ^ ^ *i ^ff« j i i ^i flff i ^j# < i wi p w^jrft j i 



* m m^ t * 0m 0im, m^ • j y ^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
EBFEEBNCE DEPARTMENT 



Thii book is ufid«r no oiroum stances to be 1 
tnkcD from the Building 1 












































L 








1 








1 










» 
" 






I 








i 
























L 






I 








1 



1 






__i^ 
'^^% 



,f.:lf Digitized by Google 



